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On the current status of Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus
(Aves: Galliformes: Phasianidae): keeping the common
species common

K. Ramesh1,2 & Philip McGowan 2

1Wildlife Institute of India, Post Box 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun, Uttarakhand 248001, India
2World Pheasant Association, 7/9 Shaftesbury Street, Fordingbridge, SP6 1JF, United Kingdom
E-mail: 1 ramesh@wii.gov.in

Abstract: It is ironic that while all efforts to save the Tiger (Panthera tigris) are underway, another
species of national importance, the Indian Peafowl, (Pavo cristatus) is still to receive adequate
attention.  Illegal trade for train-feathers and mass mortality due to indiscriminate application of
pesticides and herbicides in crop-fields are major causes of the recent decline in peafowl numbers.
Though there has been increasing concern over the declining peafowl population, it is difficult to
arrive at a realistic plan unless the current population size, the rate of decline and the causes of
decline are scientifically quantified. Considering the need for conservation initiatives for peafowl,
one must look beyond the ‘fire-fighting approach’ towards ‘keeping the common species common’
in order to be efficient with conservation investments and instill greater public participation.
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Images 1 & 2. Peacock. By World Pheasant Association, U.K
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