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The genus Mabuya Fitzinger, 1826 was recently revised
by Mausfeld et al. (2002) and suggested partitioning the genus
into several genera, allocating the Asian species to Eutropis
Fitzinger, 1843.  In India, the genus Eutropis is represented by
18 species (Das 1996; Sharma 2002).  Out of these, only four
species [excluding Mabuya aurata (Linnaeus, 1758) =
Trachylepis aurata aurata (Linnaeus, 1758) (Bauer, 2003)],
namely, Eutropis bibronii (Gray, 1839); Eutropis dissimilis
(Hallowell, 1857); Eutropis innotata (Blanford, 1870); Eutropis
novemcarinata (Anderson, 1871) are known from India to
possess, more or less, transparent disc on the lower eye lid.  In
Andhra Pradesh, the genus is represented by Eutropis carinata,

Eutropis macularia and Eutropis nagarjuni
(Sanyal et al. 1993; Sharma 2002; Rao et
al. 2005; Srinivasulu & Das 2008).
During 2002-2004 faunal surveys, we
recorded a total of 48 species of reptiles
including three known species of skinks
(E. carinata, E. macularia and E. nagarjuni) from Nallamalai
Hills, Andhra Pradesh (Rao et al. 2005; Srinivasulu et al. 2005).
However, one of the specimens (ERMR-45a = RS-4B, Images
1 & 2) belonging to the genus Eutropis collected from the
Chinnamanthanala (15053’N & 78046’E), Gundla
Brahmeswaram Metta Sanctuary (GBM), Prakasam District
(Image 1) on 02 May 2002 remained unidentified.  In 2008 we
examined this specimen deposited at the Ecological Research
and Monitoring Laboratories (ERM Labs), Sundipenta and
identified it as Eutropis innotata (Blanford, 1870).  It is a rare,
Data Deficient and endemic species to central India (Molur &
Walker 1998; Sharma 2002) and is known from only a few
localities (Sharma 2002; Chandra & Gajbe 2005).  Through
this paper, we report the occurrence of Eutropis innotata in the
Nallamalai Hills, Eastern Ghats, Andhra Pradesh and put on
record range extension of this species further south in
peninsular India.

Diagnosis: Eutropis innotata distinctly differs from other
congeneric species from India as follows: Supranasals
separated (vs. separated or just touching one another in E.
bibronii; in contact with one another in E. dissimilis and E.
novemcarinata); a single pair of smooth nuchals present (vs.
two pairs of multi-keeled in E. bibronii; no proper nuchals in E.
dissimilis); no postnasal (vs. a postnasal present in E. bibronii);
temporal scales unkeeled and smooth (vs. scales keeled in E.
bibronii, E. dissimilis and E. novemcarinata); three or four short,
blunt or less pointed lobules anteriorly (vs. 2 or 3 long, pointed
in E. bibronii and E. novemcarinata; 3 or 4 long, pointed in E.
dissimilis); dorsal scales with five feeble keels (vs. 5 to 7 sharp
keels in E. bibronii; 2 or 3 strong keels in E. dissimilis; 7 to 11
sharp keels in E. novemcarinata); 32 to 34 scales round the
body (vs. 28 to 30 scales in E. bibronii; 34 to 38 scales in E.
dissimilis); 17 or 18 feebly keeled lamellae beneath the IV toe
(vs. 14 to 20 smooth or feebly keeled lamellae in E. bibronii; 12
to 16 smoothly keeled lamellae in E. dissimilis and 18 to 21
obtusely keeled lamellae in E. novemcarinata) (Boulenger
1890; Smith 1935; Sharma 2002).

Description: Snout short, obtuse; nostril pierced behind
the vertical of the suture between the rostral and the first labial;
supranasals separated (Images 9 & 10); postnasal absent
(Image 7); prefrontals just touching one another (Images 9 &
10); anterior loreal higher than long, about half the size of the
posterior (Image 7); lower eyelid with an undivided transparent
disc (Image 8); fronto-nasal a little broader than long in contact
with the rostral and frontal; frontal a little shorter than the
frontoparietals and interparietal together, in contact with the
second supraocular only (Image 10); four supraoculars, second
largest (Image 10); six supraciliaries; frontoparietals distinct,
slightly shorter than the interparietal, which entirely separates
the parietals; a pair of unkeeled nuchals present (Image 4 &
11); temporal scales unkeeled (Image 6); ear opening
triangular from one angle and subcircular from other, a little
larger than a lateral scale, with four short, blunt lobules
anteriorly (Image 5 & 6); dorsal scales with three prominent
and two less prominent feeble keels (quinquecarinate) (Image
13 & 13a); 33 scales round the mid body, dorsal scales the
largest; digits long, with feebly keeled lamellae and the fourth
toe with 17 lamellae (Image 12).  The specimen measured



Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | January 2010 | 2(1): 666-669

First report of Eutropis innotata  from Nallamalai Hills K.T. Rao et al.

46mm in snout-vent and 69mm in tail length (Image 2 & 3).
Overall colouration of the skink was light golden brown,

dorsal side without vertebral markings or streaks.  A black
dorso-lateral stripe between the eyes and base of the tail
present, and the same was bordered by white line, which
gradually faded posteriorly.  Ventrum of the specimen was
yellowish-white.

The present specimen was collected from dry leaf litter,
and the area had mixed dry deciduous forest with patches of
scrubs (Champion & Seth 1968).  The area experiences greater
variations in temperature; maximum of 450C during May and
80C in December, and the locality receives about 900-1000
mm rainfall annually.  Blanford (1870) discovered Euprepes
innotatus (= Eutropis innotata) from Penganga Valley
(Yavatmal District, Maharashtra) in south east Berar region.
Boulenger (1887) mentioned that Blanford collected specimen
of Mabuia innotata (= Eutropis innotata) from Godavari Valley,
central India (part of Maharashtra).  Later, he reported its
occurrence from Penganga Valley (now in Yavatmal District,
Maharashtra) in south east Berar region.  Smith (1935) and
Sharma (2002) reported Mabuya innotata (= Eutropis innotata)
from south east Berar, Koba (= Korba) and Bilaspur in central
province Madhya Pradesh (now Chhattisgarh), Maharashtra.

Hitherto this is the first and the only specimen of Eutropis
innotata (Blanford 1870) collected from Andhra Pradesh.  The
diagnosis of our specimen matches well with the description
provided by Boulenger (1890), Smith (1935), and Sharma

Images 5-6. Eutropis innotata. (Scale 5mm).
5 - Lateral aspect of head and neck showing undivided
transparent disc in lower eye lid and triangular ear opening;
6 - Lateral aspect of ear region showing subcircular (Smith
1935) ear opening from different angle, 4 small blunt lobules
and unkeeled temporal scales.
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Images 2-4. Eutropis innotata. (Scale 5mm).
2 - Dorsal aspect; 3 - Ventral aspect; 4 - Dorsal aspect, head
and neck close up.
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Image 1. Satellite image showing distribution of Eutropis
innotata (Blanford, 1870) in three Indian states viz., 1 - Korba
(22020’N & 82041’E); 2 - Bilaspur (22005’N & 82009’E) (Chhattisgarh);
3 - Penganga Valley (19012’N & 77019’E) (Maharashtra); 4 - GBM
(15053’N & 78046’E) (Andhra Pradesh).
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The distinguishing characters and key to the known species

(from peninsular India) of the genus Eutropis having lower
eyelid with undivided, more or less, transparent disc is as given
below:
28 to 30 scales round the mid-body; dorsals with 5 to 7 keels
......................................................……… E. bibronii (Gray, 1839).
34 to 38 scales round the mid body: dorsals with 2 or 3 strong
keels …….................................... E. dissimilis (Hallowell, 1857).
32 to 34 scales round the mid body; dorsals feebly
quinquecarinate …….........……... E. innotata (Blanford, 1870).
32 to 34 scales round the mid body; dorsals with 7 to 11 keels
….................................……. E. novemcarinata (Anderson, 1871).
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Images 13 (with inset 13a). Eutropis innotata.
Dorsal aspect of trunk showing scales with 5 feeble keels
(feeble quinquecarinate) and inset showing close up of keels
(see numbering).
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Images 11-12. Eutropis innotata.
11 - Dorsal aspect of nape showing fronto-parietals (FP),
interparietal (IP), parietals (P) and nuchals (N); 12 - Ventral
aspect of hind-limb showing 5 toes with feebly keeled
lamellae beneath.
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