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a. We appreciate the effort that has been put into 
“researching” our paper (Pande et al. 2011) and adding 
to the information on this Critically Endangered 
species by Jathar & Patil (2011).

b. We feel that without going into the field and 
watching the birds the arguments will remain semantic 
and unresolved.

c. We will be only too happy to recognize that we 
were wrong in our assumptions and the hybridization 
does not occur in the Forest Owlet.  This will remove 
once and for all any doubts. However, it does require 
going into the field. 

d. We prefer to abstain from mud-slinging because 
we believe in what we saw in the field and will be 
glad to stand corrected.  However, we do not believe 
that wildlife in general, or “sexy” species in particular, 
be monopolized by a group of researchers or an 
organization.

e. However, we are also extremely glad to have 
raised the issue and that several readers-researchers 
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have commented on the contents.  
We recognize that it is controversial 
but we also recognize the power 
of fair discussion in science.  That 
means that we have the right to question any and all 
decisions made by authorities based on studies by 
other researchers, including yourselves, if the internal 
reports and publications are made available to the 
public or in the form of peer-reviewed publications.

f. Hopefully, the authorities will also recognize 
the importance of collecting field samples in order 
to answer the controversial questions - even if it is 
a Schedule I species! Adopting a hands-off policy 
because no one is ready to shoulder responsibility is 
not the way of the world.

g. We look forward to reading the respondents 
forthcoming publications in order to further understand 
the conclusions reached and the methods applied. We 
hope to learn from their expertise.

i. We invite the respondents to convene with us and 
to discuss our shortcomings, ideas and findings in a 
friendly manner.

j. We think that it would be a good idea to convene 
a (inter?) national symposium focused on the species. 
This will bring other researchers interested in the 
species, to learn from the experience of those who 
have worked closely with the Forest Owlet, and to 
enhance their conservation through knowledge and 
cooperation of all involved.
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