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The  butterlfies  of  tthe  Kumaon  Hfimalaya  fin  tthe 

hfill  sttatte  of  Uttarakhand  are  relafively  well  sttudfied 

as  exemplfified  by  tthe  works  of  numerous  natturalfistts 

over  tthe  lastt  centtury.    The  earlfiestt  publficafion  on  tthe 

butterlfies  of  Kumaon  regfion  was  by  W.  Dohertty, 

an  Englfishman,  who  recorded  271  specfies  (Dohertty 

1886).    Frank  Hannyngtton,  a  Brfifish  cfivfil  servantt  and 

amatteur enttomologfistt lfistted 378 specfies from Kumaon 

(Hannyngtton 1910, 1911, 1915).  In more recentt fimes, 

Petter  Smettacek,  a  lepfidoptterfistt  from  Bhfimttal,  has 

publfished numerous papers on butterlfies of tthe regfion 

and has lfistted 243 butterly specfies bettween 1951 and 

2010 (Smettacek 2012) from tthe Jones Esttatte fin Bhfimttal.  

Despfitte tthese sttudfies, tthere have been numerous new 

records of butterly specfies tthatt have nott been recorded 

from  Uttarakhand  before,  such  as Arhopala abseus 

(Hewfittson, 1862) and Nacaduba kurava (Moore, [1858]) 

(Smettacek  2011)  and Flos adrfiana 

(de  Nficévfille,  [1884]) (Venkattesh 

2016).    Thfis  paper  adds  ttwo 

butterly  specfies  tto  tthe  checklfistt 

of  Kumaon  and  Uttarakhand,  tthe 

Common  Cfilfiatte  Blue Antthene 

emolus emolus (Godartt, [1924]) and 

tthe  Tree  Yellow Gandaca harfina 

assamfica Moore,  [1906],  of  whfich 

tthere are no publfished records.

Durfing tthe course of faunal surveys fin Kumaon, tthe 

autthor  recorded  tthe  Common  Cfilfiatte  Blue Antthene 

emolus emolus (Godartt,  [1924])  on  17  Octtober  2016 

att  10:50hr  on  tthe  Sandanfi  Gaja  ttrafil  (29.342767N 

&  79.238483E,  alfittude  425m  tto  29.339867N  & 

79.237717E, alfittude 438m) fin Pawalgarh Conservafion 

Reserve, Nafinfittal Dfisttrfictt (Image 1).  On tthfis ttrafil, tthere 

were att leastt 10 findfivfiduals of tthfis specfies sfightted.  On 

tthe  nextt  day,  att  Barafi  Rau,  fin  tthe  Ramnagar  Forestt 

Dfivfisfion,  I  agafin  spotted  2–3  findfivfiduals  of  tthe  same 

specfies.    These  findfivfiduals,  mosttly  males,  were  seen 

baskfing,  sfifing  on  ttop  of  tthe  leaves  on  folfiage,  a  few 

feett  above  tthe  ground,  or  were  seen  mud-puddlfing 

att  mofistt  spotts.    A  revfiew  of  lfitteratture  (Dohertty  1886; 

Hannyngtton  1910;  Evans  1932;  Wyntter-Blytth  1957; 

Canttlfie  1963;  Smfitth  1994;  Sfidhu  &  Sharma  2010;  van 

Gasse  2013;  Varshney  &  Smettacek  2015;  Kehfimkar 

2016) reveals tthatt tthe lfistted dfisttrfibufion for tthfis specfies 

fis  Nepal  easttwards  tthrough  Sfikkfim,  Bhuttan  and  tthe 

easttern  Hfimalayan  sttattes  fin  Indfia,  as  well  as  tthe  hfills 

of  norttheasttern  Indfia  and  Bangladesh.    The  specfies  fis 

also  known  tto  occur  fin  Odfisha,  Jharkhand,  Bfihar,  Goa 

and  soutthern  Maharashttra  down  tto  soutthwesttern 
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Indfia.    There  are  no  publfished  records  of  tthfis  specfies 

from  Uttarakhand,  tthough  Shankar  Kumar  from  tthe 

Uttarakhand  Forestt  Departtmentt  reportted  sfighfing 

tthfis  specfies  fin  Haldwanfi,  Nafinfittal  Dfisttrfictt  fin  July  2016 

tthrough a medfia reportt.  Smfitth (1994) lfistts tthfis specfies 

from Nepal as “nott rare across tthe counttry” and tthatt fitt 

fis  recorded  “from  tthe  Terafi  tto  4,500  feett  fin  March  tto 

November”. Gfiven tthatt tthe proxfimfitty of tthese locafions 

tto tthe westtern border of Nepal fis no more tthan 100km 

(Haldwanfi) tto 150km (Pawalgarh), fitt fis nott surprfisfing tto 

find records of tthese specfies fin tthfis landscape.

On  19  December  2016,  near  tthe  Chorgalfia  Forestt 

Restt  House  fin  Nandhaur  Wfildlfife  Sancttuary,  easttern 

Kumaon,  Uttarakhand,  a  sfingle  Tree  Yellow Gandaca 

harfina assamfica Moore,  [1906]  was  spotted  (Image 

2).  The findfivfidual, a female, was seen lyfing around  a 

clump of crotton plantts att 12:56hr fin a home garden fin 

tthe vfillage of Chorgalfia (29.129733 N & 79.7024 E; 317m 

alfittude).  The findfivfidual satt under tthe leaves of varfious 

plantts  for  15  mfinuttes,  allowfing  me  tto  observe  and 

phottograph fitt.  A search on tthe nextt day, 20 December 

2016 att 10:00hr fin tthe same place dfid nott resultt fin any 

sfighfings  of  tthe  specfies.    Subsequenttly,  on  2 March 

2017,  att  13:14hr,  durfing  tthe  4tth  Uttarakhand  Sprfing 

Bfird  Fesfival  att  Nandhaur  Wfildlfife  Sancttuary,  a  second 

findfivfidual  was  sfightted  att  Macchlfi  Van  (29.164483  N 

&  79.711417  E;  403m  alfittude),  2.5km  from  tthe  firstt 

sfighfing,  confirmfing  tthe  presence  of  tthfis  specfies  fin 

tthe area.  The findfivfidual  spotted, was a female, whfich 

was  observed  feedfing  on Barlerfia  lowers.    A  revfiew 

of  lfitteratture  (Dohertty  1886;  Hannyngtton  1910;  Evans 

1932;  Talbott  1939;  Wyntter-Blytth  1957;  Smfitth  1994; 

Majumdar 2010; van Gasse 2013; Varshney & Smettacek 

2015;  Kehfimkar  2016)  reveals  tthatt  tthe  dfisttrfibufion  of 

tthfis  subspecfies  exttends  from  centtral  Nepal  easttwards 

tthrough  Sfikkfim  and  Bhuttan  tto  easttern  Hfimalaya  and 

norttheasttern  Indfia  soutth  tto  norttheasttern  Bangladesh 

and  Odfisha.    The  closestt  record  of  tthfis  specfies  fis  fin 

centtral  Nepal  (Kaskfi  Dfisttrfictt)  and  easttern  Nepal  where 

fitt fis reportted tto be “generally uncommon” and recorded 

lyfing fin tthe montths of Aprfil tto July, Septtember, Octtober 

and December from tthe Terafi tto 1,036m (Smfitth 1994).  

Thfis  record  of Gandaca harfina assamfica fin  Chorgalfia, 

Nandhaur  Wfildlfife  Sancttuary  exttends  fitts  range  by 

more  tthan  500km  westtwards  from  Kaskfi  Dfisttrfictt, 

centtral  Nepal.    These  records  show  tthatt  tthere  are 

gaps  fin  our  finformafion  on  tthe  currentt  dfisttrfibufion  of 

butterly specfies fin tthe Hfimalaya and furtther exttensfive 

bfiodfiversfitty surveys and systtemafic sttudfies are requfired.
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