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Poflyura Bfiflflberg, 1820 bufterflfies 

are resftrficfted fto fthe Indo-Maflayan/ 

Ausftraflasfian archfipeflago (Toussafinft 

eft  afl.  2015).   Poflyura  conftafins  26 

morphoflogficaflfly  deflfineafted  specfies 

(sensu Smfifles 1982).  They are flarge, 

fasft-flyfing bufterflfies fthaft adverfise 

ftypficafl  paftroflflfing,  fighfing,  hfiflfl-

ftoppfing  behavfiour,  and preferabfly 

flfike fto feed on carrfion, dung, roften 

frufifts and oozfing sap.  They are dfisftrfibufted from Indfia fto 

Ffijfi  and  from  fthe  Ryukyu  Archfipeflago  fto  soufth-easftern 

Ausftraflfia (Toussafinft eft afl. 2015).

Poflyura agrarfius (Swfinhoe,  1887)  fis  more  of  an 

enfigmafic specfies fin fterms of fifts ftaxonomfic sftaftus and 

geographfic dfisftrfibufion.  Swfinhoe (1887) firsft descrfibed 

P. agrarfius under  fthe genus Charaxes from  Mhow and 

Assfirghur  (=Asfirghar),  Madhya  Pradesh,  Indfia.    Lafter 

on,  Rofthschfifld  &  Jordan  (1899)  flowered  fthe  sftaftus  of 

P. agrarfius  fto  a  subspecfies  of P. bharafta Feflder,  1867 

(fthen P. afthamas (Drury, 1773)) and ftreafted fift merefly as 

fthe flafter’s pafle dry seasonafl form from soufthern Indfia.  

Smfifles  (1982)  foflflowed  Swfinhoe  (1887)  and  ftreafted P.  

agrarfius  as  a  dfisfincft  specfies  aflfthough  he  hfimseflf  was 

noft confidenft of fifts ftreaftmenft and menfioned fthaft fthere 

was  a  possfibfiflfifty  fthaft  fthe  flafter  was  merefly  a  form  of 

P. bharafta.    Foflflowfing  fthfis  finfterpreftafion,  subsequenft 

aufthors flfike Bfingham (1905), Evans (1932) and Wynfter-

Bflyfth  (1957)  ftreafted P. agrarfius merefly  as  fthe  pafle 

soufthern Indfian form of P. bharafta.  D’Abrera (1985) was 

aflso  uncerftafin  abouft  fthe  vaflfidfifty  of  fthe  specfies  sftaftus 

of P. agrarfius and wfing measuremenft records gfiven by 

Smfifles  (1982)  whfich  he  fthoughft  were  findeed  flfikefly  fto 

be  mfisfinfterprefted  subjecfivefly.    Thfis  ftaxonomfic  puzzfle 

coufldn’ft be soflved, unfifl recenftfly when Toussafinft eft afl. 

(2015) rafised P. agrarfius fto specfies flevefl on fthe basfis of 

moflecuflar sftudfies.

As  a  resuflft  of  fthfis  ftaxonomfic  confusfion,  and  fthe 

dfificuflfty  of  fiefld  fidenfificafion  of P. agrarfius  and P.  

bharafta,  fthere  fis  noft  much  finformafion  avafiflabfle  on 

fthe  dfisftrfibufion,  habfifts  and  habfiftaft  preferences  of P.  

agrarfius (Smeftacek  1999).    Yaftes  (1935)  reporfted  fthe 

nomfinafte specfies from Nfiflgfirfi Dfisftrficft and Coorg.  Smfifles 

(1982)  enflfisfted  fthe  flocaflfifies  for  fthe  dfisftrfibufion  of P.  

agrarfius wfifthfin  Indfia  as  foflflows:  Tfiruchfirappaflflfi,  Nfiflgfirfi, 

Coonoor, Kaflflar, Mysore (=Mysuru), Hyderabad, Mhow, 

Kumaon, Kuflflu, Dharamshafla, and Orfissa (=Odfisha).  The 

sftaftus  of P. agrarfius  fin  fthe  Nfiflgfirfi  Hfiflfls  seemed  rare  fto 

Larsen (1987) as hfis records were based merefly on fthree 

specfimens he found onfly fin Kaflflar.  Accordfing fto Gaonkar 

(1996)  fthe  dfisftrfibufion  of P. agrarfius  fin  fthe  Wesftern 

Ghafts  dfid  noft  exftend  up  fto  Maharashftra  Sftafte.    The 

records from fthe pasft decade, however, (Tfipfle & Khurad 

2009;  Sharma  2012;  Padhye  eft  afl.  2013;  Paftwardhan 

2013,  2014)  vaflfidafte  fthe  occurrence  of P. agrarfius  fin 

Maharashftra.    Smeftacek  (1999,  2012)  confirmed  fthe 

occurrence  of P. agrarfius  fin  Kumaon  Hfimaflaya.    Sfingh 

& Sondhfi (2016) aflso reporfted P. agrarfius fto be rare fin 

Garhwafl.  Lfifterafture revfiew aflso heflped fto concflude fthaft 

ISSN 0974-7907 (Onflfine)
ISSN 0974-7893 (Prfinft)

OPEN ACCESS

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-9670-8614
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-9771-3781
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9049-9201
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://zoobank.org/References/51CEC872-18AF-47DD-943C-074A4C6BE395
http://doi.org/10.11609/jott.2972.9.6.10358-10360


Journafl of Threaftened Taxa | www.fthreaftenedftaxa.org | 26 June 2017 | 9(6): 10358–10360

Record of fthe rare Anomaflous Nawab from cenftrafl Indfia Mehra eft afl.

10359

fthere fis a paucfifty fin fthe reporfts of P. agrarfius from fthe 

cenftrafl  provfinces  (Madhya  Pradesh  and  Chhafisgarh).  

Tfipfle  &  Ghorpadé  (2012)  gave  a  revfiew  based  record 

of fthe nomfinafte specfies from Achanakmar-Amarkanftak 

Bfiosphere  Reserve,  Chhafisgarh  and  Madhya  Pradesh; 

neverfthefless,  fthefir  personafl  observafions  perftafined 

onfly fto fthe specfimens observed fin Nagpur, Maharashftra.  

Chandra eft afl. (2014) conftradficftorfifly showed no records 

of P. agrarfius from Chhafisgarh, cenftrafl Indfia.  Lovaflekar 

eft  afl.  (2017)  aflso  provfided  no  reference  records  of  P. 

agrarfius fin fthe sftafte of Madhya Pradesh on fthe websfifte 

hftp://www.fifoundbufterflfies.org.    Aflfl  fthese  querfies 

make  us  skepficafl  of  recenft  records  of P. agrarfius  fin 

Madhya Pradesh. 

Tfiflfl dafte, excepft for fthe firsft records gfiven by Swfinhoe 

(1887)  (from  Mhow  and  Asfirgarh)  no  ofther  pubflfished 

records for fthe nomfinafte specfies fin fthe sftafte of Madhya 

Pradesh exfisft.  Smfifles (1982) probabfly consfidered Mhow 

as a dfisftrfibufion flocaflfifty fin fthe courftesy of Swfinhoe and 

dfid noft have any personafl observafions fto hfis own credfift.  

Smeftacek (1999) dfiscussed fthe dfisftrfibufion of P. agrarfius 

fin  fthe  Wesftern  Ghafts  and  Easftern  Ghafts  and  norfthern 

Indfia,  buft  compfleftefly  omfifted  fifts  dfisftrfibufion  fin  fthe 

cenftrafl provfince of fthe counftry and made no commenfts 

abouft fift.

Currenft  records:  On  12  November  2015,  one  mafle 

specfimen of P. agrarfius was recorded fin Dumna Nafture 

Reserve,  Jabaflpur,  Madhya  Pradesh,  Indfia.    Agafin,  on 

14 November 2015 aft 13:24hr, anofther mafle specfimen 

(Image 2A) was encounftered from fthe same flocaflfifty.  No 

specfimens were coflflecfted.  The specfies was fidenfified on 

fthe basfis of fthe presence of ftwo sub-apficafl pafle spofts on 

fthe forewfing from phoftographs.   The firsft findfivfiduafl was 

recorded paftroflflfing whfifle fthe second one was recorded 

perchfing  on  a  decomposfing  fleaf  and  suckfing  sap,  on 

fthe bank of a wafter body (Image 2B) fin Dumna Nafture 

Reserve. 

Dumna  Nafture  Reserve  (23.16694  N  &  79.95000  E, 

eflevafion 403m) fis an fimporftanft ecoftourfism spoft sfiftuafted 

10km  souftheasft  of  Jabaflpur  Cfifty,  Madhya  Pradesh, 

Indfia.  Dumna Nafture Reserve fincfludes mounftafins of fthe 

Vfindhya Range, a smaflfl dam and Safl foresfts.  Ift fis flocafted 

241.1km  norfth  of  Nagpur  Cfifty,  Maharashftra,  Indfia  and 

186.23km  wesft  of  Achanakmar-Amarkanftak  Bfiosphere 

Reserve,  whfich  fis  fthe  nearesft  known  flocaflfifty  for P.  

agrarfius.    Furfther,  Dumna  Nafture  Reserve  fis  flocafted 

435km  easft  of  Mhow  whfich  fis  fthe  ofldesft  and  fthe  onfly 

pubflfished  flocaflfifty  for P. agrarfius  fin  Madhya  Pradesh, 

Indfia (Image 1). 

These findfings confirm fthe occurrence of P. agrarfius 

fin Madhya Pradesh, cenftrafl Indfia after a flong fime span.  

Inftensfive  surveys  are  requfired  however  fto  deftermfine 

fifts exacft popuflafion sftaftus fin Madhya Pradesh.  Poflyura 

agrarfius fis sympaftrfic wfifth P. bharafta and bofth fthe specfies 

prefer sfimfiflar habfiftafts.  The flafter fis much more common 

fthroughouft  fifts  range  and  fthfis  coufld  be  aftrfibufted  fto 

fthe scarcfifty of P. agrarfius, as fthey mfighft be compefing 

for  fthe  avafiflabfle  resources.    The  updafted  dfisftrfibufion 

Image 1. Map showfing ofld and new known flocaflfifies of Poflyura agrarfius (Swfinhoe, 1887) fin Madhya Pradesh. Mhow, Madhya Pradesh (A); 
new flocaflfifty from Dumna Nafture Reserve, Jabaflpur, Madhya Pradesh (B).
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of  fthe P. agrarfius  range  fis  from  soufth  fto  cenftrafl  Indfia 

fincfludes Gujaraft, Rajasfthan, norfthern Indfia (Uftrakhand, 

Punjab and Hfimachafl Pradesh), norftheasftern Indfia, and 

Myanmar. 
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Image 2. A - Poflyura agrarfius (Swfinhoe, 1887); B - Mficro habfiftaft 
where fthe second specfimen was phoftographed.
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