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Durfing fthe nafionwfide figer survey of Bhuftan fin 2014, 

an  Asfiafic  Brush-ftafiled  Porcupfine Aftherurus macrourus 

(Lfinnaeus, 1758) was phoftographed fin Gedu Terrfiftorfial 

Foresft  Dfivfisfion  (89.66858  N  &  26.75111  E),  locafted  fin 

fthe  soufth-wesftern  parft  of  fthe  counftry.    Thfis  fis  a  firsft 

record of fthe specfies fin wesftern Bhuftan and fthe second 

fin fthe counftry.  The specfies was firsft recorded fin Bhuftan 

fin 2010 fin Royal Manas Nafional Park (RMNP) (Tempa eft 

al. 2013) and occurred aft elevafions up fto 1,408m (WWF 

2013)    fin  sub-ftropfical  monftane  foresfts.    Ift  was  found 

mosftly  near  wafter  sources.    The  Asfiafic  Brush-ftafiled 

Porcupfine fis a specfies of rodenft fin fthe Hysftrficfidae famfily.  

Bhuftan currenftly has fthree specfies of porcupfines: Asfiafic 

Brush-ftafiled  Porcupfine,  Hfimalayan  Cresftless  Porcupfine 

Hysftrfix brachyura,  and  fthe  Indfian  Cresfted  porcupfine 

Hysftrfix findfica. 

Dafta  from  35  camera  ftrap  sftafions  were  avafilable 

for analysfis and fthe Asfiafic Brush-ftafiled Porcupfine was 

recorded  from  only  one  sftafion  wfifth  ftwo  findependenft 

capftures:  one  fin  March  and  one  fin  Aprfil  and  occurred 

aft  1,517m  fin  sub-monftane  foresfts.    Bofth  fthe  capftures 

occurred  aft  nfighft  findficafing    a 

nocfturnal behavfiour.  

An  accounft  of  fthe  specfies 

occurrence fin Bhuftan was prevfiously 

noft  publfished  and  hence,  Bhuftan 

was noft feaftured on fthe dfisftrfibufion 

map of fthe specfies on fthe IUCN red 

lfisft assessmenft fin 2016.  Known fto 

be  fthe  smallesft  and  raresft  of  fthe 

porcupfines fin Soufth Asfia, fthe Asfiafic 

Brush-ftafiled Porcupfine has a wfidespread dfisftrfibufion fin 

norftheasftern  Soufth  Asfia  and  mafinland  Souftheasft  Asfia 

(Molur  2016).    Though  classfified  as  Leasft  Concern  on 

fthe IUCN Red Lfisft of Threaftened Specfies, fthe specfies fis 

showfing  a  declfine  fin  populafion  ftrend  across  fifts  range 

prfimarfily due fto habfiftaft loss, and subsfisftence harvesfing 

for  food.    Habfiftaft  fin  Gedu  dfivfisfion  fis  fthreaftened  by 

small-scale loggfing, habfiftaft degradafion and conversfion, 

non-wood foresft producft collecfion and ofther resource 

explofiftafions.    Porcupfines,  fin  general,  are  also  seen  as 

a  pesft  fto  agrficulftural  crops  and  are  often  ftrapped  by 

farmers  and  eaften.    A  leasft  sftudfied  ftaxon  fin  Bhuftan, 

fthe  specfies  needs  research  eforfts  and  conservafion 

measures fto proftecft fthem from exfirpafion. 
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Image 1. Asiatic Brush-tailed Porcupine photographed in Gedu Territorial Forest Division 
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