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Durfing  an  finventory  off  grasses 

fin  the  state  off  Andhra  Pradesh  fin 

January  2016,  the  authors  located 

finteresfing  grass  specfimens  ffrom 

the  fforests  off  Maredumfillfi,  East 

Godavarfi  Dfistrfict,  Andhra  Pradesh.  

Ater  crfifical  examfinafion,  we 

concluded  that  these  specfimens 

belonged  to Otochloa  nodosa,  a 

common  grass  ffound  fin  the  shades 

off  mofist  decfiduous  fforests  fin  the  Western  Ghats  off 

Karnataka,  Kerala  and,  Tamfil  Nadu;  and  northeastern 

Indfia.  Perusal off publfished works on grasses off Andhra 

Pradesh and the Eastern Ghats (Ffischer 1928; Bor 1960; 

Karthfikeyan 1989; Gayathrfi & Pullafiah 1997; Reddy et al. 

2008;  Kabeer  &  Nafir  2009;  Krfishnamurthy  et  al.  2014) 

revealed that Otochloa has not yet been reported ffrom 

these  areas  and  hence  the  present  collecfion  fforms  a 

new dfistrfibufional record. 

 Otochloa nodosa 

(Kunth)  Dandy,  J.  Bot.  69:  55  1931;  C.E.C.  Ffisch.  fin 

Gamble,  Fl.  Madras  3:  1778.1934;  Bor,  Grass.  Burm 

Ceylon  Indfia  Pakfistan:  318.  1960;    Fl.  Ind.  Enum. 

Monocot.: 184. 1989; Kabeer & Nafir, Fl. off Tamfil. Grass. 

265. 2009 (Ffig. 1 & Image 1).

Type:  Indfia,  Madras  State,  R.  Wfight,  1611 

(K000245265, fimage!).

Specfimens  examfined: 49680  (SKU),  24.xfi.2016, 

Maredumfillfi  fforest,  East  Godavarfi  Dfistrfict,  Andhra 

Pradesh, Indfia, coll. Boyfina Ravfi Prasad Rao & Mfidfigesfi 

Anfil Kumar.

Annual  or  perennfial  mat  fformfing  herbs.    Culms 

up  to  60cm  long,  decumbent,  roofing  ffrom  lower 

nodes.    Leaff  blades  ellfipfic  -  ovate  or  lanceolate,  base 

unequal  or  shallowly  cordate,  apex  acumfinate,  surfface 

glabrous,  margfins  scabrous,  5–10×0.8–1.5  cm;  lfigules 

ecfilfiate  membranes;  sheaths  glabrous  to  sparsely 

pubfiscent  on  surfface,  densely  cfilfiate  on  one  margfin, 

2.5–4.5×0.2  cm.    Inlorescence  off  racemes,  branches 

appressed  to  raceme  axfis  or  effuse.  Spfikelets  sfingle 

or  2–3  fin  a  cluster  on  secondary  branches.    Spfikelets 

2  -  lowered,  lower  barren,  upper  fferfile.  Glumes  2, 

lower  ovate,  membranous,  margfins  cfilfiate,1.6-1.8  mm 

long,  promfinently  5  nerved;  upper  ovate  -  lanceolate, 

membranous, margfins cfilfiate, c. 2mm long, 7 - nerved.  

Lower  loret  barren,  wfithout  sfignfificant  palea;  lemma 

off  lower sterfile loret akfin to upper glume, first length 

off  fferfile  lemma,  membranous,  2.9–3.1  mm  long,  7  - 

nerved.  Upper fferfile lemma corfiaceous, margfins thfin, 

finvolute, 2.8–3 mm long, 5 - nerved; palea corfiaceous, 

glabrous, finvolute, sub equal to fits lemma, 2.5–2.8 mm 

long, 2 - nerved. Stamen 3, anthers 1.2mm long.  Sfigma 

plumose.  Caryopsfis not seen.

Flowerfing & ffrufifing: July–December.

Dfistrfibufion:  Andhra  Pradesh:  East  Godavarfi. 

Indfia:  Assam,  Karnataka,  Kerala,  Manfipur,  Meghalaya, 

Nagaland,  Sfikkfim,  Tamfil  Nadu.    World:  Affrfica:  west  - 
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central  tropfical.    Asfia:  (temperate:  Chfina  and  eastern 

Asfia).    Asfia  (tropfical:  Indfia,  Indo  chfina,  Malaysfia  and 

Papuasfia).  Australfia (Clayton et al. 2006 onwards).

Habfitat & ecology: Occasfional; along perennfial water 

bodfies fin the finterfior off the fforest.

Note: Otochola  fis  closely  allfied  to  the  genus 

Panficum,  but  fis  dfisfingufished  ffrom  the  later  by  fits 

shorter  upper  glumes.    The  leaff  sheaths  off Otochloa 

nodosa are conspficuously cfilfiate on one margfin and are 

a key vegetafive character to fidenfiffy the specfies. 
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Ffigure 1. Otochloa nodosa. 
A - Habfit, B - Lfigule & sheath, 
C - Spfikelet ventral vfiew, D - Spfikelet 
dorsal vfiew, E - Lower glume, 
F - Upper glume, G - Lower lemma, 
H - Upper lemma, I - upper palea, 
J - Stamens, K - ovary.
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Image 1. Herbarfium specfimen off Otochloa nodosa
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