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(3 Dravidian &
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Languages .
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and Indic or Indo=Aryan branches, 8an-
skrit of the India branch is the original
Indo-Irapian language that was brought
into India by the Aryan immigrants.

1t is the earliest of the Indo-European

Languages to appear in recorded form,
2, Semito— Hamitlc Family :— Semito-

Hamitic Family Comprises Arabic Heb-

rew, Libyan, Berber and Somali
Languages,
3, Sino-Tibetan PFamily:— Sino-Tibetan

Family is dominated by Chinese which

with its many dialects command 700

million speakers out of a total of about

760 million for the whole family.

Tibetan, Burmese, Thai, Japanese and
K-rean Languages
the family,

form the rest of

4. Dravidian Familys -- Dravidian Family

includes the major languages of south

India, Tamil, Telegu, Xannada and
Malayalam_

5. Ural-Altaic Family ;:— Ural-Altaie
Family includes

Finnish, Hungarian,
Turkish, Monogol apnd Manchu,
6. Malayo-Polynerian Family :— 1t in.
cludes Maori (native to New-Aealand)

Malayasy, Malay and

Indonerian,
7. African Negro-Group - It comprises

Guinean, Bantu, Hausa (Wigeria) and others

8. American ¢ Indiaa Family :- |t comprises

mapy languages of the Red [pdiap

tribes end includes the languages of

the Eskimos and lapps.

9. Cauearian Family 3 1t covers a number
of small languages like Georgian and
Cireuosian.

10. Miscellaneous - Among the Lesser

families, the Austric family apparently
commanded wide circulatien

ancient time.

in very
It is at present repre-
sented by tribal like the
Munda group in 1ndia, The abori-

tongues

ginal languages of Australia, Tasmanid
and New Guinea apparently b:-1088

to this group,

Basque, which is spoken on both
sides on of the pyrences in Europ®
appears to bsa remnant of a languag®
family called- Mediterranean, which
has long dis-appeared. The
pumbe!

since
present speakers of Basque
nearly a million,

The Ainu

the of the

lamguage
while skinned pecple of HokkondCe

the nort erm: st of Japanese islands,
the Hyperborean tongies of Siberia

and Kamchatka and many other mie®f

groups too numerous to mention makﬂ

up the rest of the world’s languages.
Great Modern Languages :— Of the

great modern languages, |2 are sopkeDd

by 48 million or more people. They afe

English, Chinese,

Hindustani, Russial,

I 2 + Nagion Girls’

Spanish, German, Japanese, Arabic Por-

tuguese, Malay (Indonesian), French and
Italian,

Chinese, the first language in point
of speakers js mainly confined t0 China
and Manchuria, Japanese is first and fore-
Most at the natjve tongue of the peoplO
s Japamese islands, but enjoys somg
Currengy the nearby
mainland. Malay
Indonesia and Malaysia.
Arabic covers an incredibly huge area

from Africa right across Asia and 18

in Korea and

ar Bk L
@  of Asiatic

18 spoken ip

le X
f1ed  wherever Islam Predominates.

English coyers nearly  onefifth of-
carth’s surface, 1t is spoken by 200 Million

Ptople in the western hemisphere and in-

c)
2Ud“ Over 60 million in Europe, SOme
S million in Agiq 5 million

i about
n Africa, and

more than 13 million 1n

Oceaniq, and

Comprising Australia

Rew Zealand,

X Russian dominates one-sixth of the
Ota)

Area of the earth, being the nati-

Ong) .
R language throughout the Soviet Uniof
W Russian

is used as a native tonguc
Qniy

%Y half the
bussiaﬂ iS
Y half

The the

Tegt

population of Sovist
used a native tongu? only
Population of Soviet Russsd.
ang, Speak some  the 145 diffzrent

ages. i 3 H A
laﬂd Spanigh appears in 108 homa

PN and pe ex-spainish coloaies,

Colte
ge Magazine 13n

is spoken portugal and the
but the greatest

akers is comcs

Portuguse ;
ex-portuguese colonies,
number of Portuguess spe
entrated it Brazil, '
is practically confined to
e it is gpoken in Germany,
itzerland. But

holastic
joys wide currency as a 8C
it en)

¢ yer Burop®,
b Poland the Netherlands.

ia, Sweden and Norway,
o estimated 20

French is the languageé of

i ex-

t of switzer\and, Belgium,
" It is reputed 28 a
and is

QGerman

urope Wher /
AL 08t LofESH

Austria and
oxpecially B
Jangnage

Italian, e
i tallau
. the formef o
:Snomalilar\d, Libye and C¥r
by Italian
10 miH'mn,.
Coun 1i€s 2
n
Uraguay qod Chill:
able shows

some
terrancd

tina, Brazil - ¢
o fouowmrgl‘ of speakers (10 millio®)
d 1anguages, = v

arelis s =

worl
and principal

A L aps Pdncioal
Nl S

25
Lang 133° gies

Chinaﬂe- -
Boglish



Lang. No. of Speakers  Principal
(in million) Areas.

Canada, Ireland,
Australia, New-
zzalad.

Russian 200 U S.S.R.

Spanish 165 Spain, Latin
America

Hindi 153 North India

Japanese 100 Japan

German 100

Germany, Austria,
Switzerland,

| Portuguese 95 Portugal,

Brazil
Middle Bast, No-
rth  Afiica.

Bengal ( India Y,
Bangladesh,

France, Belgium,

Canada, Switzer-

| Arabic 90

Bengali 90

French . W7s

land

Italian RS 1taly,
Indonesian 58 Indonesia,
Javanese 45 Java.
Telugu 44 Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil 42 Tamilnady,  §;j

Lanka,
Mara_thi 41 Maharastra,
Urdu 40 India, Pakistan,
panjabi 40 India, Pakistap,
Korean 40 Korea North &

South,

Lang

Ukrainian 37

Vietnamese 15

Polish 39
Turkish 30
Gujrati 25

Thai 25

Malayalam 27
Kaunada 21
Fansi

( Persian ) 20

Burmese 20
Oriva 19
Romanian 18

Serbo-Croation !5

Hausa 15
Pushto 14
Bhejpuri 14
Sudanese 13
Huongarian 12
Dutch "
Swahilj 12
Visayan 12
Nepali 10
Greek lo
Assamese 9
Swedish 8
Bulgarian 3
Belorussin ;

(in miliion)

Principal

Areas.

Ukraine (U.S.S.R.)
Vietnam.
Poland.
Turkey.
Gujarat.
Thailand.
Kerala

Karuataka,

Tran

Burma

Orrissa (India)

Romania

Yugoslavia,

Nigeria, Niger

Afghanistag, pak-

istan.

Rastern India

Sudan

Hungary

The Nethcrlands

East Africa,
Philippines.
Greece
Czechoslovakid:
Assam.
Sweden.
Bulgaria.

Belorussia ( U.S.5.R )

1 4 Nagaon Girls’

Language No

Rinhalese
Amharic
Yoruba
Madurese
1bo
Azerbaijan
Siadhi
Catalan
Chattisgarhi
Magodhi.
Maithali

Malagasy
Uzbeck

Malaya
Chuang
Tagalog
Danish
Flemish
provencal

Tartav
Kurdish

Khmer
Ruanda
Golla
Norwegian

Marwari
Finnish
Yiddish

SOURCE

_of Speakers Principal
Areas.

Srilanka.
Ethiopia.
Nigeria,
Madura {Indonesia)
Nigeria.

Azerbaijan (U.S.S,R)
1ndia. Pakistan

Spain.
Bihar.
Bihar.
Bihar.
Malagasy.
Uzbeckistan
(U,8.8.R))
Malaysia, Singapore
China.
Philippines,
Denmark.
Belgium-.
France.

Tartar _(U.S.S.R.)
Turkey, lrag.
USSR

- Kampuchea

o0
B S~ = - O PV Y- B =

a2

w» & W W

Congo
‘Bthipia
- MNorway

5 h W

Finland

FSOE -

i ica Year
ic ' g+ Britandt 3 o4
Numerical figure : ImarnﬂtlQnal o
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Rajasthan {India)

USA 1srael

Language No. of Speakers PrinciPal

Areas.
Slovak 4 Czechoslovakia
Armenian 4 Armenian (USSR)
Tibetan 4 Tibet
Twi 4 Ghana
Malinke 4 West Africa
Xhosa 4 South Afiica
Hebrew 3 Isrfqel
Vi (Lolo) 3 .China
Santali 3 Bastern India
Somali 3 Somalia
Mossi 3 _ Upper _Vootta
Mogolian - 2.5 _ Mongolia (China)
Kashmiri 2.5 ~ Kashir (India)
Ganda 2 Uganda -
Makua Mozambique
Mayan Mezxico, Guatemala
ayd- 1.5 EBast India
Gonudl .
Luba 1.5 Congo.
Bemba 1.5 Zambia.
7 1 Karnataka
Tulu ,
Drinka 1 Sudan.
% 1 . Zimbabwe.
Shova

Approximate estimates of speakers differ-.

- .

gometimes
sakers of diffe-

greately by millions.
?

is i bacause the SP
This 15 80 _ 3
ent languages are gpread over the “who
r

1obe and 10O statistics beyond so-called
gomimates’ are available about them,
gu

differ

e
-

e S

Bk ki Agricuiture statities.



Coneept of the Virgin Mother in ‘Candidy’

—Dr. Riazuddin Ahmed

b ntl‘lblﬂ » .
ne Cco ar { {‘ A !q i a8 bu n t] H°

De
partment of English in Dhing Coll i
research on Bernard Shaw under th e

AND ASSESSMENT,”
——— EDITOR. ]

As the prefac
e to PLAYS p
b T LEASAN
ANDIDA has besn the resuz

| of Bernard . Shaw’s j
lntention to write
a

| modern Pre-Rapheli
phelite *
Play. The disti
1sting-

uishing features o
f Pre-Ra
phelitism ha
ve

simplicit :

. . ; Y. s i

devotion, fidelity to nature apg pirit of
eXperience.

Religious terms, symbols apd g
allusions

abound in 8haw’s plays which testif
ify to

been truthfulness,

Bernard Shaw's religious line of thipki

Phis, io tura, proves that Christianitmkmg.

a profound influence on Shaw thoy ;md
2 ugh he

was constantly {n revolt against Christian;
tianity,

1967, i
He did a commendable

Professor. and guidanc D
Head SROf DI, A; D
of the Department of English 4 naresh Datta, former
Gauhati Universi
ty, He

l 2
. STU

was

brilliant thesis,

In

of CA\:I:[:)W: stage descriptions (pp.S, 27
portrait of th'e S:3W has spoken of Titia0's
Mary  hangi ssumption of the Virgif
hearth in tl'i:ng on the wall above the
James Mvor drawing-room of clergyma®
his wife C M.”e"‘ Neither Morell nOF

andida kaows

‘ ol‘ an Binniﬁ'
cance of the portrait o

who had gifted th but Marchbanks
have found e portrait is betieved t°

som iri
e spiritual resemblance

between

C ‘

Virgin Marand]da.aud the fportrait of the
Y. This shows that Shaw had

an ulterior s
motive in having the portrait :

Il 6 Nagaon Girls’

hung on the wall in the drawing-reom
of Morell.

In a letter to Ellen Terry, dated 6th
April, 1896, Shaw said, «Gandida, between

you and me, is th: Virgin Mother and

nobody else.”
to Ellen Terry written in the same Year,
Shaw said, *I have written the Mother
play CANDIDA and I cannot
masterpiece.” 2

Now, the question iS— what is m
by Virgin Mother ? Plainly, virgin mother
is a woman Wwith children who has the
According (0 the

1 Again, in another letter

repeat 8

sant

qualities of a virgin.
Bible, Jesus had a parthcnogenetic birth
through the Virgin Mary. 1t is said that
the child by the Holy

Mary conceived
te of betro-

while she was in a sta
Bucyclopaedia
at could be

Spirit
thel to Joseph. According to
Britannica, ‘One corollary th
deduced from the New Testament 888CT°
a the conception

f her pcrpetual
but ‘in
e usual

Mother

tion of Mary's yirginity i
of Jesus was the doctrine ©

‘before pirth’
pirgh” to use th

virginity not only
birth and after

phrases,”” 3 The concept of Virgio

implies a kind of self-sufficient

woman . whe.is capablesofiBEas
without the aid of 2 maleer. p2
is a kind of redemption from the
Again, to quote from Encyclopa®”
The Virzin also

also
rin This
Jaws of

nature,

dia Britannica, ‘-
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served to symbolize the redemption of the
life of pature apd to provide a bridge be-
tween Christianity and those religions of
pature that have spoken of this redemp-

tion. Inthe secular life and literature of

tpe west since the day of the Minnesanger,

ghe has symbolized the nobility of woman” 4

Besides the qualities stated above, the

other qualities implied in the concept of
the Virgin mother could be simplicitys

gincerity, youthfulness, strength of mind

and independece of thinking.
Webster, virgio mind is a mind which is “‘0n-

According to

sophisticated and untouched by prejudiee".

Bernard Shaw, in his plays, has

created a lot of woman characters who are

of managerial and dominating tyPe, 0

cite a few examples, Vivie Warren in
MRS WARREN'S PROFESSION, Lady
in CAPTAIN BRASSBOUND’S
Clandon in YoU

Cicely
CONVERSlON, Mrs
NEVER ¢AN TELL, Lady Britomart in
MAJOR BARBARA, Lina Sxceze-
MlSALLIANCE. Saint Joan,
MlLLlONMRESS.
strong

panowska in
in THE
These woman characters display
masculing qualities which include strengsh
*_-lﬁﬁ"' ; e

of mind, ce of thinking and

tendency to

Bpifania

independen
dominate over others.

the
other

Shaw's profound reverence to his m

indifference to his

and proportionate
4 factors in Shaw’s

father are deep-seatc




psyche which led to his creation of a
bunch of woman characters with strong
virgin qualities,

Now. let us see how the concept of
the Virgin Mother is realized in CANDI1DA.,
Candida has apparently combined in her
the two different roles of mother and
wife. Though basically Candida remains
the wife of Morell, she rises above that
basis and plays the role of mother to both
Morell and Marchbanks. Morell fails to
anderstand the extension of her motherly
role and the conflict generates between3him
on the one side and Candida-Marchbanks
| alliance on the other. From the very beginn-

ing Candida seems to a'opt the motherly
attitude and regards’ both Morell and
Marchbanks as mere two boys, Introdus
cing Marchbanks to Burgess, Candida says,
«“Oh, he’s a dear boy ¢ We are very fond
of him” (p,21). Towards the end of the
Ist Act, Candida requests Marchbanks to
stay op in her house up to lunch in complete
jgnorance of what had passed befween
Morell and Marchbanks minutes earjjer
ghe says to Morell, “8hall he stay, James.
if he promises to be a good boy and help:
me to lay the table 7’ (p.33). In the 204
Act, conflict develops further and More])
begins to suspect the growth of some king
of alliance between Candida and Marchp.

anks, Morell? is deeply offended wpen

Marchbanks repeatedly labels the charge
that Morell has been indulging in the empty
business of preaching while he leaves his
wife to all kinds of domestic drudgery,
Morell wears a sullen face and Candida
says to him, “My boy is not looking well,
Has he been overworking ?'® (p,49), In the
3rd Act, the conflict between Morell and
Marchbanks moves towards the climax.
Morell has been on the tenterhooks to
know the exact details of the way March-

bank i
s and Candida passed the evening

“ after
ter he was away from home on his lecture

en

gagement, Morell badgered him with
e :

questions and, in turn, was greatly upset

over .
the revelation of Marchbanks’s roma-

ntic dreams about Candida, Morell 'is

al i
80 bewildered when Marchbanks describes

Candida as a

heavenly  creature ~with

lllli;d W::fs,r'the‘ wreath of ' stars on her
) ilies in her hand, the crescent
::on beneath her feet” (p.66). Morell
]eai::; athgal:)(:.ny face and when Candida
an argumentllgloominess is the-result of
A, etween Morell and March-

» Candida assures in' a satiric vein,

(lM
y boy Sh_all not be worried:; 1 will

progecg him”
: m- (p., 67). The auction scené’

expos :
poses the weaknesses of Morell thoroughly

who was sy
Pposed t
member of his o be the strongest

of light ;
ght and leading to SBciety s damHE
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hausehold and also a map

that his strength came from bis wife and
tells her accordingly, *Yeu are my wife,
my mother, my sisters : Yyou are the
sum of all Joving care to me"” (P.79).
The motherly image of Candida has
been a highly irritating one, There are
occasions when her behaviour has been
neither wifely, nor motherly. It has been.
a peculiar mixture of several roles.
Under conventional morality, 8 married
woman cannot divide her affection between
her husband and a strapger, Onp the other
hand a mother can distribute her affection
Candida, as a married

among her children.
er affection equally

woman, cannot divide h
husband and the young lover,

She says that she feels jealous
who is not loved as he

hetween her
Marchbanks.

for Marchbanks
She further says to Morell,

ought to be.
e love should

‘It seems unfair that all th
goto you and none (o him ¢ although he
needs if so much more than you do.”” P51
This isa gross violation of the sanctity
of conventional morality of monogamic
marriage: At the end of the drama, Candida
kisses Marchbanks on his forehead befere

he takes leave of her and her husband

permanently. This is supposed to be a

The hushand does not

After Marchbanks flies out
wife embrace

The husband

motherly act. sceid

to mind this.
into t'e night, the husband and
by way . of rapprochement.
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appears to condone the offensive launched
against him by his wife in conjunction with
the yoimg lover. The husband is made to
appear as a person with a diminutive
sensibility.

There are occasions when Candida’s
attitude towards Marchbanks can hardly
be called motherly. She appears blatantly
partial towards Marchbanks and openly
says to Morell, " Eugene’s always right. He's
a wonderful boy s 1 have grown fonder
and fonder of him all the time I was away”’
(P, 51). When Morell refers to Eugene’s

statement that his preaching is only cheating,

Capdida approviogly says, “He is always
right. He understands you ; he understands
me ; he understands Prossy ; ard you,
darling, You understand nothidg™ (P. 53).
One wonders whether it is Pre-Raphelite
sincerity on the part of Candida that impels
her to speak in that fashion. Candida
transgresses the role of convention:l wife;
she i a mother. 3 referee  who arbitrates
and ajudge who passes verdicts freely.
When Morell says that he has full faith
in Candida and is sure that she wouid
dishonourably, Candida

not  behave
disregard of

retorts venomously 10 utter
sibilities of thei husband.
thing ! Are you go sure of

the sen

“You vain
r irresistible attraction ?”’ ( P. 51) One

you
like to ask whether it is Pre-

would




Raphelite sincerity or virgin simplicity on
the part of Candida which makes her
ask such ruthless questions to her husband,
The dramatist takes us to a world of
make-believe where we are asked to sus-
pend our reasons and our sense of conven-
tiopal morality, ln that world of make-
believe, the wife can be en auction and isl
free to choose her partner. The young
lover, in the very presence of the husband
proposes to 'é_ail‘ away with the wife in z;
shallop to a distant island eor fly up ina

chariot into 8n upper regi i
The young _.lover I:Eggestsg::ntl;: ltlhebSky'
that he Sth.:lld Egive' ub his wif Ty
follow-up action, the young | AN
husband h_vi;r;s.cgf should g0 futoi‘:ﬁ:’hﬂnd g
site directions in search of a better ef’:’p“'
for her, We are also asked to balj pt i
the wife, ai.mo‘tfwr of two child ) “‘V-u lhfﬂ
free to chooéé bélwem her h gadice
usband and

the young lover who is still in his tecns

Marchbanks does not have any elope- .

ment plan With Candida, §, o
call upon Candida to sue heyp husba‘ ’ Iflot

2 |
divorce. He has not expressed 7 an ._or
Iriage

plan, Thus, it can be said that Marchbank
anKs's

love for Candida is g :
t Purposeless
one,

Naturally, a purposeless |
GV2 can havy
€no

future, nor Candida has any pracii
; : b actical yg
for it. Of necessity, she histo ror . ;
0 with

her husband. Clearly, Marchbagjgs :
5 love

and 8
earthly

for Candida is a platonic one
platonic Jove dces not require
marriage for its fulfilment.
Under the conventional morality, 2
married woman casnot have extra-marital

love affair with anybody, As said before,
Candida offers to divide her love between
her husband and the young lovcr.. This i8
clearly a defiance of conventional morality
of monogamic marriage, One would like
Pre-Raph-
elite frankness, Candida proposes to teach

love to Marchbaunks who is starved of love-

to ask whether it is Candida’s

She proposes to take upon herself the
responsibility of teaching love to March-
banks herself and refuses to leave ths task
to other women on the ground that n¢
might be dragged down to degradation by
other women, The conventional moralit¥
cannot allow a married woman to teach
Iove to other. persons who stay. outside her
marital area, Morell is greatly upsct OVer
Candida’s unconventional behaviour and i3
full of misgivings about her fidelity to him-
At this Candida snipes at Morell, “HoW
you all unconventional Pe9”
ple are I” (P.54), By this ghe implies that

conventional

She is original and could be unconventiOUal

whenever her opinions do not conform 0

the current morality,

It will be seen from she above thaé -
Candlda is not strictly and consizsw"“y”'
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pPlayi

3 Ying the motherly role to Morell and
archbanl - :

bas be anks. The versatile role of Candida

en :
confusing to many., Beatrice Webb

Calledh oo .
er 'a sentimental prostitute”. Elsi®

Adamg is

unwilling to call

Convine; .
ACing portrait of the Virgin Mary and

Says “If
» Yvrlal .
a division of critical opinion is

GVidﬁn(:e .
of artistic failure, Candida may bs

anetle; i
& :‘ failure to represent Mary’’ 5. In
» a ida i %
ndida is not playing a single typi-

cr
al role, RHexia

playing different roles,

all mix
o together—the role of a wife, the

role of 4 mother,

the role of an inte
Which bipg Ay,
indﬁpe

the role of a seducer and
lligent judge, The things
e hef‘ aI.I th'_: roles are her
SR . thinking and originality

"I Panchant for independent

thinkin
g ha
§ made her g0 agains¢ the con-

Vention T
al .
morality of marriage. She says

sb i

and in the 2nd Act, ““That
James
f, and neyer

I8 her hu
Comgs Of

my-a] teaching me to think for

to hold back out of fear
s PeODle may think of ma".
ever, Candida cannot be called

a u]Ol‘o
Ugh raha
°bel. She has coms to terms

wit
h the estab] ishm
PUTposefy]

ent  after a brief but
Candida’s

of mind and her

rey :
olt against it.

Vitalj
b e stret
: 5 1gth
Capacity f '
Or
her a towar: Odependent thinking maks
iNg pa
Minateg ), § Personality who easily do-
°r the
Chiriacters T
and M“chbanks wiers  like Morell
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Candida a

1n a letter to James Hunekar Shaw
wrote, ‘‘Candida is as unscrupulous as
Siegfried : More!l himself sees that ** no

law will bind her’, She seduces Bugene

just exactly as far as it is worth her while

She is a womanl without
gense.

to seduce him.
conventional

“character in the
ength of mind she

Without brains and str
would bea wretchad slattern oT voluptu-

"6 What ‘§haw means to say is that

ary
ghe has

Candida is unconventional, but

strongth of mind and integrity of character,
The problem of morality has been a pet

~ gubject for Shaw and he has dealt with the

subject in almrost all bis plays. “Shaw adv-
ocated dynamic morality and believed that
there cannnt be any real progess in buman

civilization unless our moralities are pre-

petually reviewed, ]
to the mark. In the preface to PL":YS
PLBASANT which
e need to root out _idcal_iém

Shaw stresses th
ﬁelds of

and romanticism from different

human hf=, [ the preface fo THE";S'?-_IE-

WING.UP OF BLANCO-BQSNET, Shaw

declares, ‘'l am not an ﬁrdinury;-playwright

in general practice, lam a specialist i1
immoral and heretical plays,

tion has been gained by my persisteng stru=

My repuids

gsle to force the public to reconsider its

morals, in parocular, Iregard much curr-

gnt morality as to cconomic and sexual

scanned and brought UP,_:"

includes CANDIDA,




relations as disastrously wrong’’ (PP.410-
11), In CANDIDA, Shaw has used the
character of Candida to explode two
kinds of idealism— one is, the monogamic
marriage is the best form of marriage to
guarantee the individual rights and happ-
iness of the married couple and the other
is, the husﬁand or the house-holder is
the strongest person of the family. Shaw
says in THEB QU[NTEBSBNCE OF 1BSE-
NisM, “¥be sum of the raatter is that
unless woman repudiates her womanliness,
per duty to her husband, to her children
to the society, to tho law, and to everyone
put herself, she cannot emancipate her-
1f,” 7 Candida did not repudiate her

duties altogether, but she

.onventional
moved in that direction as far as she
required. As shown earlier, the concept
of the Virgin Mother entails frashness of
mind and independent way of thinking
This concept  Was helpful to Shaw in that
on the basis of this concept Shaw was
| able to create @ character, who, by virtue
" of her orginality of views and vitality was
able to eXpose the conveatjonal idealisms

about marriage and family. %

3, Bucyclopaedia

% Texts used :—

1. George Bernard Shaw. CANDIDA,

ed, A. C. Ward. Orienf

Longman Ltd. 1972

Calcutta,

2. The Complete Prefaces of Bernard

Shaw, London, Paul Hamlyn Ltd. 1965
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Students are the mest selfless and ene-

| rgetic force of every gociety. Naturally

}
1
?

the society expects a lot from the students.

A country having an irresponsible, callous

and undiscerning student community has,

| no doubt, a very bleak and gloomy future.
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A nation has a lot of problems both

from within and without, It is the duty

of every responsible government to solve

these problems with utmost sipcerity, But
all the governments are not as sincere as

expected. Sometimes they indulge in cor

| Tupti
ptions and neglect the interests of the

com
mon peopla. there grows

Bat it i8

Naturally,

discontent among the people.

very di
y difficult to organise the discontent

| of the
| masses under a highly organised,

A ;
| PPressive political system,

A student’ .
ent’s main duty is to study

There w
48 a i .
time when the word ‘study’

‘the reading of books’. But

Magazine 13 ||

What The Student Should study And what
o should Do With It.

Sujata Roy
Student, T. D.C. 2nd year

now a days the word ‘study’ has become 2a
It means ‘studying

A student should

comprehensive word.
the society’ as well.
study the problems of the society and try
to feel the worries and anxieties of the

He should sort out the main

people.
problems of the society, think deeply about
them and suggest to the government how
they could be solved. He can go (0 the
extent of agitating against a government
pursuing anti-people policies and force it
to work for the people. The student force
is a volcanic force, Only by cutting some
jungles or making some roads er repairing
some embankments the lot of a suffering
pation cannot be changed.

It is unfortunate that a larger section
of the students studies the society through
the pewspapers and the news items broad-
cast the radio or the television. This

is not only bad but also damagiog. Ina



country like India most of the newspapers
are owned and run by some big business
houses. They defend the interest of the
rich and work against the poor. They try
to frustrate all efforts for a radical change.
They brain-wash the educated section of
the society by spreading false news and
wrong information; ¥he radio and televi-
sion which are under the tight control of

the government also play the same dirty

neutral and apolitical, Naturally there is
nothing wrong in a student’s participaticrl
in Politics. Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Subhas Chandra Bose, V.I. Lenid
Joseph Stalin etc. were not only brillian!
students but also very good politicians 8
their student life. The student being 82
energetic member of the society should
devote as much time to the reading of books
as to the study of the society, He should

Superstitions, including fatalism which justi:
fies man’s right to exploit and amass wealth
by fraudulent means,

Himself being conscious, the student
should try to elevate the consciousness of
the society, He should work for the edu-
cation of the masses. He should make the
People aware ef their rights and duties.
In other words, he should try to make
them politically literate. He can hold

\

various cultural performances. He can
write articles, poems elc, highlighting inter-
cemmunal harmony and condemning the

highly reactionery divisive forces. Through

dramatic  and musical  performances
also he cao stress the need for
communal amity, His cultural

programmes should represent the wants

and aspirations of the downecast and

down-trodden of all communities, Hs

ween

should make the people realise that the

game, All these mass-mediums hold before us know how to maintain a balance bet

debates, symposiums, cultural functions etc.
in various localities so as to uplift the real enemies of the country

tism, jingoism, linguism etc, which are

In a coantry like India the students the of the
should make the people feel that these

a distorted, and sometimes perverted picture are separa-

of the society. Truth and reality are hardly

the two,

ri- . ;
Of course, one can know a lot of V2 total consciousness of the sociaty,

hzld befire us by this bourgeois media, Io creations bourgeoisie, He

The student should, therefore, have a direct

ous societies by reading fiction also
fiction we see human beings in an endles® can did a lot for strengthening national
variety of situations. A student’s readio
of the realistic fiction enables him to appf’
ach various social problems with @ prag”

matic outlook,

help the rich and weaken
and foremost

ct with the various sectio , : . licd
contact wit s of the unity, Casteism, communalism, linguism narrownesses

the poor, But the first

iety. He must have a first-han 5 : :
society d acqua etc, weaken a nation. From the creation

duty of the student ss to free himself

intance with the problems of the cociety, of Pakistan *and'4 Bangladsahiion Palone

parent body, India, no country has pra- from
ctically benefited! There have been only student can nof ba the architect of a
three sets of rulers instead of one. the
standard of living in neither of these coun-
tries has improved after the partition of
India. Naturally, the demands fora Kha- .
listan or a Gorkhaland or an Udayachal

orfor a sepirate Karbi-Anglong are, t0

all these vices, A communal

In a country like ours, which is fragm.

ented into various classes, the means of What the nation expects from 2

ial ]
0° secular nation.

productiou are owned and controlled by
In acountry like India, the governe

students is an absolutely new kind of 8

the rich. Naturally, it is the rich who g 1he

service, Naturally the student who |
y #

harbinger of a new age and the leader of

"ewAsocIety should never be a hol‘h‘adc

. ¢
and brainless person, He should be pert®
ety

ment is coastantly trying to spoil the

whole new generation by spreading

fix the wage and the market-price, stock
and distribute commudities according their
whims. Human labour is a puchaseable
commudity under such system, The gover,-
ment is nothing buta plaything in their
hands, ¥hey nurse, nourish and fashjop

the government in a manner that it pro-

pornographic culture, The student should
put up a strong fight against the deeadent,

tly aware of the maladies of the 50Ct
He should earn the capacity to differe”
J _ is
tiate the right from the wrong. He 3

: i
Tequired to be a congcious mans and
must

all intents and purposes, the motivated pornographic culture and try to make

an atmosphere of healthy culiure. The
government and the bourgeoisie are

to divert the

demands of some power-hungry people.

g The siud 1 i fiel : all forces

: imum protecti inl: 3 ent should fight against all fc ;
vides max p on to their interest. order to become a . dn,the R : (8 working hand in hand
The words ‘oeutral’ and ‘apolitica) 4 SRS EI0 R AT St o Isintegration and fissiparous tenden-
‘ ok be a thorough, sincere and scientilic obS attention of the youth from the suffer-

id 8 €1¢s. He can create an atmosphere of
ver of the society, He should gét i

ogus words. Nothing in a socery is s
e 3 ings of the masses by depicting sex,

e !
dcial and  communal amity by orgapising

. ls’
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Violence and obscenity through the media
The students
to realise the sinister nature of this gov-

under their control. need
ernment bourgeois conspiracy and frustrate
all these well-plaAnned -moves to spoil the
new generation. In conjuaction with this
government bourgeois conspiracy to spoil
the entire youth by means of perverted
culture, our government has further proc-
eeded to disintegrate the student com-
munity by introducing a new educations
system. While about 65% of our people
are illeterate and about half the population
is below subsistence level, this government-
bourgeois venture to modernise the society
by implementing a new education policy is
| actually a conspiracy to intensify social
| stratification and disharmony: The govern-
' ment’s new education policy is virtually
going to establish schools for the rich,
schools for the middle class and schools for

the poor, This new education policy which
aims at fragmenting the studen¢ community

T —

should be opposed tooth and nail.

The student should be a valiam fighter
against all sorts of corruption and disinte=
gration. He should fight against exploitation
also. If the government encourages corf=
uption and exploitation, the student should
agitate so as to change the political system,
No nation can progress under a bad poli-
tical system, Removal of a bad gover-

ment or a bad political system is a great

social service, It is much

grater than

making some roads or cutting some jungles
Or repairing some embankments. Students
are bold

and fearless, Bven if they donot
succeed

in changing a bag system. they
“an at least fight against jt and make the
people realise the need for struggle so as
to eradicate the maladies of the society.

To sum up, the Students nation building

Programme should Include, apart from the
reading of books, the studying of the soci-

ety and putting up fight against all sorts
of corruption, inju:tice and disintegratio®.
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