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in Europe and the Americas.

' in Brazil, he experience

. Eulo Freire, the Braiﬂiﬁhbﬂd;ai_ioni
ist of international fame, died in the sum-

- mer of 1997. To the l_argely @doﬂed sec-

tions of our academia he might be intro-

| ‘ ‘duced as the Secretary of Education at Sa0
Paulo ity (Brazil) and Professor of Edu-

o

cation at the State University of Campinas
and at the Pontifical Catholic University of
Sao Paulo. He was 2 member of the
UNESCO's Intematibnal Jury and ;eceived
honorary degrees from fifteen Universities

Bornin 1921to a middle-class fam--
jlyinan ext’remglj}‘pqdr ;
d the excruciating
physical sufferings and mental pangs of
poverty and hunger as the country's ram-
shackle economy gave wa§ under the great
depression of the thirties. His direct con-
tict with the realities of the deprived and

the dispossessed made him realise the in-

ner truth about the rdeh'um'aﬁni'zing socio-

political system which creates a culture of
d in an eternal

silence to keep the oppresse
vortex of oppljessidn. He could clearly see
the prevailing educational system as play-

ing a major role in perpetuating this cul-

ture. As he grew up he begah to study and

'DEAD ?

and backward area

E———

Apurba Sarma |
réffegt on thé works and experiences
of the great philosophers, scholars and
gducationists and developed an authentic
perspective t0 postulate his owr philoso- -
phy on education. But his concern for
education and his methodology and experi-
ments with education for the poor and the
oppressed came, in the sixties, under the
critical scrutiny of the military rulers of
Brazil who considered him a ‘threat' to the |
prevailing_order and 'guilty’ of encourag-
ing the poor peasants to reflect on their
desolation and deprivation and to engage
in a struggle to liberate themselves from
the dehumanizing social process of oppres-
sion. He was jailed for some time and was
then encouraged to go into exilé.

To the knowledgeable academic
world concerned with the suffering masses;
Freire was a philosopher who -tho.roughly ‘
revolutionised the concept of education by
presenting a completely new model which
is essentially 2nd intellectually as rich as
that of John Dewey's model of edueation
presented in the beginning of the century.
Freire was a visionary-educationist who
found the existing models of education }
helping the social structure dehumanize the |

e Y
Y /{///4

///////;::"‘;// %
/////////4/////



society itself. He perceived dehumaniza-
tion not only as an ontological possibility,
but as an historical reality. And for him’
"within history, in concrete, objective con:
t.exts, both humanization and dehumaniza-
tion are possibilities for man ag an
uncomplete being consious of his incom-
ple_teness". But man's vocation is humanj.
zatn.on and it is affirmed by its constant ne-
gation through oppression of all sorts and
by the struggle of the oppressed to recover
this lost humanity. In Frejre's own words:
"Dehumanization, which marks no.t
only those whose humanity has been sto-
len,_ but also (though in a different wa )
those who ha\{e stolen it, is a distortion yf
the vocation of becoming more ﬁjliy ‘11(1)
.man ............ Becauseit is a distortion of ;Je-
?ng more fully human, sooner or later b.e-
ing less human leads the oppressed to stryg
gle against those who made them so.In o‘:’
der for this struggle to haye meanin.g th!h
oppressed must not, in seeking td. re’ 'e
their humanity, become in turn oppre i
of the oppressors, but rather restq ey

humanity of both " ket

‘It 18 in such historical and humap;j
tic context that Freire's philosophy of d ]
- e ’
cation presents a completely pey, m dul
W mode

1. ' You know, I have proclaim

received from them confuseq] ed for 5 long time

e
P A
//J}/,,,}/’:,%,,-gg %

”:

y.' (Man-TSe_Dong inWe must teach the

e 277
/,-/ _;;;‘:-!"' e
2 PR

with its focus on the cultural dimension of
oppression. The oppressed is a class cre-
atz-ad in the society by a carefully and con-
sciously structured dehumanizing system

of ecogomic, social and political domina- |

tion. And it is a cultyre of silence which
:eve(rjl allows the Oppressed to react, re-
rz:riie,sq::::(?n Or criticise the concrete
eir doomed world. Freire as-

f:zths -that the traditiona] educational model
st; del:: Patf'!l'_nalist-ic authoritarian teacher-
S relatlonsmp is fundamentally par-
'Ve-in character apg as such education

]Om i 1

Process of narrat; o

and Wwords become hollow

eteness and transform-
acher, instead of commu-
OMmmunique's and depos-
€d, narrative contents on

. llose their QOHCI-
Ing Power. The te
.mcatmg, issues ¢

recej 1
fepeat thein! Ty, b A
~ - " whole process Jacks crea-

tivity’ inqu; 0

and is deci::g > /IVention and rejnvention

relevent ang ?f reality that is historically
o1& sense of totality that en-

roce :
: 58 of education jtself. |

COnversatiop \vith.:z:;es clearly what we have

re Malraux,)

)
.5

PHEG e
25 YA
1////4,2_}/5

tion. This concept would produce educated
men who would fit into the world created
tor them without so much as qllﬂStiOﬂi"‘:’

it at all. In Freire's model, education be-

gins with the resolution of the student-

teacher contradiction where both are simul-

taneously teachers and students. The

teacher is no longer the oné who teaches,
but one who is himself taught in dialogue
" Education must aim at
: roblems
d. Edu-

with the students :
questioning the reality and posing p
of man in his relation with the worl
cation. in his view, consists In

nition. not transferrals of information . It

must involve constant discovery and redis-

covery of realities and strive for "emer-
Eence- of consciousness and critical inter-
. ity" which is never static but
Through constant
f problems, the

vention in real
always In transformation.
inquiry, endless posing 0
teacher and the student develop their power
to perceive critically the dialectical rela-
tion of men with the world which deter-
mine the form of action men adopt and thus
syﬁchronize the .form of thought and ac-
tion of man in the society. And man, ever

so aware of both its historicity and incom-

pleteness can

acts of cog-""

strive through a process of

problem-posing education, to transform
and transcend himself by looking at and un-
derstanding his past and engaging his
present for creating a better future.

Freire's discourse on education with
a totally new approach which signifies op-
pression as a basic factor dehumanizing the
society and recognizes education as the
most effective tool to deal with oppression

thereby resisting erosion and decline in

humanity, is his most fundamental contri-
bution to the theory of education. His phi-
losophy encompasses a wider perspéctive
of social injustice through oppression and
views the liberation of both the oppressed

“and the oppressor as the great humanistic

and historical task of the oppressed. His
pedagogy of the oppressed is an instrument
to unveil the paradox that both the op-
pressed and their oppressors are manifes-
tations of dehumanization and aim at help-
ing the endless struggle of the oppressed
for regaining the lost humanity of man. In
Freire's analysis, the oppressors through
injustice, exploitation and violence of all
sorts dehumanize others and in the process
get dehumanized themselves. And the op-
pressed in their struggle for regaining hu-

5 'The materialist doctrine that men are pr
thererfore, changed men are products
rcumstances a

oducts of circumstances and upbringing and that,
of other circumstances and changed upbringing, forgets that
nd that the educator himself needs educating.' (Karl Marx

it is men that chang¢ ci

and Frederick Engels: Selected Works.\) |
‘-.'--.'_.-"—-—'_ - £ e '/ A,
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‘manity wrests the oppressors' power to
dominate and suppress and thereby restore
to them (oppressors) their lost humanity.
As suchit is always the oppressed only who
can liberate themselves and their oppres-
sors. Freire also delves deep into the con-
tradiction of oppressor-oppressed relation-
ship and its authentic resolution which,
however, is not just a mere reversal of their
polemical positions. He also examines the
new problems and complexities that char-
acter: e the changed situation after fibera-

tion is achieved. Taking a cue from Eric

Fromm, Freire also analyses the oppressor
psyche which working on a strong sense
of possession and domination develops a
sadistic tendency of transforming every-
thing and everyone around it into inanimate
objects of its domination®, The peculiar
.situation ofa section of the Oppressors join-
ing .the oppressed in their struggle for [ip.-
eration is also explained with very careful
observation and deep inSight into the cop-
vert psyche. Throughout the history of the
struggle for liberation the convert has 5 sig-
nificant but uncertain role. The generosity
of this section of converts, for tha matter
their conversion itself is always suspect ag
being hollow and false and not genuine ang
total.

In an equally incisive analysis Frejre

3,_' ...... s, the aim of sadism is ¢
thing inanimate, since by

life: Freedom.' (Erjc From

8 PN

0 transrﬂrm

amg;
complete and absolyte 4.':d
m: The Heart of Man)
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points to the irresitible attraction of the
oppressed (especially the middle-class op-
pressed) towards the oppressor and their
way of life, the self-depreciation, the
selfdistrust, the total emotional dependence
and the magical belief in the invulnerabil-
ity and power of the oppressor.

All these analyses lead Freire to con-
clude that the tradidional educational
method employed by the oppressor will
neve.r help liberate the oppressed from
domination, The only effective instrument
'for liberation is a humanizing ped.agogy of
Involvement, interaction, dialogue and
Communication
Today educational theory and prac-
tl.le t_hjrcl world, the locus of Freirean
mo.del, 1s in disarray facing a crisis of con-
fumqn. The traditional mode] of in Freire's
erms the 'banking education' is stil] flour-

T :
hm‘g Vigorously in the third world coun-
tries because a mere

eral literacy throug
three 'R’s is sufficie
bled and tethered sﬁ
these Countries, T
gates for exploita
Sumer mark
furth,
expl
stat

tice in

Primary level of gen-
h the learning of the
nt to sustain the wob-
0-called demvcracies in
he opening of the flood-
tion in a worldwide con-
i :‘i through globalisation would
e ;Jn du.ate the system. Information
i Its exalted and glamourised

as forced knowledge and intellec-

N into a thip - —
ontrol the ]ivig;lsomethmg animate into some-

g loses one essential quality of

—

tual resource to take back seats further un-
derlining the "suitability" of the banking
education. The academia, increasingly i_n-
fested by pseudo-intellectuals and ne?-ll-
literates, is sought to be turned more into
an information giving machinery than a do-
main of empiricism, analysis and truth.

In India the business of governance
and institutionalised polities since the end
of the Sixties have become happy fields for
despicable maneouvering and crafty ma-
nipulation turning governments and politi-
cal parties into chessboards of end'h?ss
powergames. Such degeneration of politics

reached its Nadir with the state of Emer-
gency in 1975, but continued eve-n_ aﬁer_tz
the detriment of the State. The politics, Wit

its universal concerns of human develop-

ment, welfare and- social chf‘u'lge being pas-
sive and relegated to a position se_:condary
e urgent ones which hglp
aquiring and clinging to power easier @d
surer, seems to have bec'ome the dt?sm?y
of the millions of suffering humanity In

to those mor
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5. One Dimensional Man
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today's India. Freire makes it distinctly
clear that the essence of dialogue is word
which must have two redically interact-
ing dimensions of reflection and action.
Reflection devoid of action is hollow am_d
lacks the capacity to transform. On the
other hand, action without reflection ne-
gates the true praxis and makes dialogue
impossible*. :
It is here, and especially now, that
we should re-read and review Freire's
elaborate philosophical treatment of edu-
cation which according to him has a key
rofe-in liberating the society from its de-
humanizing oppression. For there looms
the increasingly dangerous spectre of
Freire being standardised and adapted to
the newer and lavisher internationally
funded educational programmes con-
ducted through satellite communication
and advanced technology meant for the
poor and the oppressed of the third world

countries’.
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Karl Marx and Frederick Engels.
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reflection is essential to action
wn action.'
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_ A PERSONAL GLIMP
SECON e
- DARY SCHOOL EDUCATION IN SCOTLAND IN THE 80
S.

School education being compulsory'in
Scotland. infact in the whole of the British
Isles. it entails that even the most reluctant
pupil attend school till the age of 16. Fre-

quent truancy or taking French leave on the

part (_3_f students lead to the involvement of
the education authority, the social work-
er.s. the police, and if and when the need
arises. the psychologists and psychiatrists
are c?nsulted,Uncooperative parents/
:gua.rdlans land in law-courts. Thus teach-
ing in a s_echdary school in Scotland wag
challenging, demanding but rewarding f;
me. During my tenure as a teacher in Glazr
gow, Scotland, I could not help but recal;
the words of the Principal of Notre Dam
College of Education, Glasgow, "Reme e
ber, you all are professionals.‘...,... I ®
In the 80s, in Scotland, educaﬁoni
the secondary-schools spanned overa ;
riod of six years. Pupils joined the secozz_
ary s‘choo! at 12 and compulsory educatio :
continued till the 4th year. On completion
of the 4th year class, about 80% of the g
sat for thair 0 level (6rdinary level schoIr:
leaving certificate examination). The brig}(:t

Rita Talukdar
iy Lecturer,
. epartment of Englis
and motivated students who may l;eéalliilhe
Shakespeare's Brutys thought..... |

" There is a tide i i
. $ ein the affairg

g’hl.ch, taken at the ﬂtu;(rir:lrh i

Isnbutted, all the voyage ol."t
ound in shallows and in

lead on to fortune :
heir life,
miseries."

- peared fi .
or their A leye] (Advanced level

examinati
i t.:(.m.).‘lf Successful they had the
of joining 4 universit

a ; or 1
career of their chojce y or pursuing

'Cro
okston Castle'. 3 secondary co-

education wj
ith
i aroll of ab()ut 1200 ]JUpl]S

an English i
teaching certificate from 'Notre

Dame (o
ollege of Education‘, Glasgow, 1

e
S, maps, charts,

S, Where [ f
ound myself in_after acquiring -

an extended library period every fortnight.
Weekly departmental meetings were a regu-
lar feature and it did help to mull over our
Successes and short-comings.

Streaming off pupils to different sec-
tions according to merit was frowned upon
by the Glasgow education authority, but at
C_Tookston Castle, as in the majority of the
secondary schools, this dictum was ignqred
to some extent. Below than average Stu-
dents were in the very first year put in the
remedial class under the able guidance of
a remedial teacher. with the rest, mixed-
ability te_aching_continuad for two years.
projeCt;work- at this stage
upon, théugh it did continue till the 4th year,
The project technique, being & flexible one,
worked successfully with almost every type

1. We devised assignments that var-

of pupi
phistimtion and thus

ied in difficulty and SO .
provided the pupils with work that matched
eched their abilities. Oral work too

and str :
n the teaching of the

played a large role i

English subject. :
English and mathematic:
and streaming of pupils

began in real earnest from the third year.
And I feel, at this juncture. I must quote a

lines from Bertrand Russel's essay,

few
147 1 : "
"Freedom Versus Authority 10 Education.
"] do not maintain that

s were com-

pulsory subjects,

.dren whose m
‘ferent : the cleverer ones Wi

was laid stress

all children can have their intellectual in-

terests aroused by suitable stimuli. Some

have much less than average intelligence,
t. It is very

and require special treatmen
undesirable -to combine in one class chil-
ental capacities are very dif-
s will be bored by
having things explained that they cleary un-
derstand, and the stupider ones will be wor-
ried by having things taken for granted that
they have not yet grasped. But subjects and

methods must be adapted to the intelli-

gence of the pupils."
As mentioned earlier, the-English

subject was compulsory. Thus, each of us

English teachers had top classes, the me-
diocre pupils as well as$ the non-certificates.
Drama, novel, short-story, poetry, language
work and creative writing formed the syl-
labus-for each and every class. As the
choice of the-texts lay at the discretion of
the subject-teacher, I once decided to do
Shaw's "Pygmallion" with my top fourth
year class. We started off by listening to
the tape recording of the play, and once
their interest was aroused, the text was read
in detail. The willing pupils had taken parts
while reading the text and we had a lively
discussion. Later work-sheets-which con-
tained textual questions, language work,
creative writing etc Were worked on by the

Russel here states,

g
e




pupils. Once a week, as laid out in the time
table, there was group teaching. During
group teaching the students worked in pairs
or groups. Both oral and written work were
involved. A class, by the way, never ex-
ceeded more than 31 pupils. In fact the
teachers' unions were trying to bring it
down to 28.

While 4' explored the world of Shaw,
with my non-certificate 4th year I chose to
read E.R. Braithwaite's novel "To Sir with
Love".'Non-certificates' ? Well, they were
the pupils whose command of the basic
skills in language was so weak that they
were severely handicapped in reading, writ-
ing and oral communication. Unfortu-
nately, pupils of this category were unable
to sit for any board examination. A couple

of them from each non-certificate class did.

offer a subject or two like tailoring or
typewriting for their O levels. I chose "To
Sir with Love", as I had realized that the
background of this particular novel was
quite similar to theirs. Hence, I presumed,
boredom might he kept at bay.

My freinds and colleagues Lorna
Rice and John Thompson were aghast at
the thought of me, a 'coloured, venturing
to do that particular novel with that par-
ticular class of trouble-makers. Laughingly,
I had reminded them that at least two pints

of pureScottish blood ran in my veins-a ref-
erence to my long stay in the hospital.
Well, there was I, that pleasant sunny

afterndon with "To Sir with Love". They

looked at the smiling black teacher on the
jacket of the book, they looked at me with
mocking-glints in their eyes. I took a deep
breath, é_nd very casually remarked, "Well,
here we are about to start a most interest-
ing novel. The teacher here js black, while
I'm brown and the students like you all, are
whites". That was it | | kept my fingers
crossed. We enjoyed reading the novel,
though the cockney dialect does differ from
the pure Glaswegian dialect It was not
plain sailing, but I dig manage to céax them
into answering briefly 3 few questions. Dur-
ing the oral work, there was more enthusi-
asm on their part, Mock-interviews (a part
of the English course) were conducted and
taped. At the time we were reading "To Sir
with Love", the fijm version of it wag be-
Ing shown at one of the local halls. Yes, we

enjoyed Watching it. That was the most
successfull part.

The use of audio-visyg| aids were

Was a two-way proc-

€ss, 1 i
There Was much Interaction between

teachers apq Pupils

v
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- The fact, that there
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were guidance- teachers. helped in coping
with the various problems faced by Fhe
vomprehensive schools in an mc_iusmal-
ized society. Personal teacher—paren:
meetings were held twite aﬂyear a
"Crookston Castle". and this did help n

‘ ed i ice of sub-
guiding the pupils in their choic "
: " Grookston Castle
a small cot-

Jects and careers etc.
Was also very lucky to ha\f’e el
tage near the suburbs of Edinburgh,

this cottage many a group o.f.teacher‘s and
students paid week-end Visits. This to-
gether with the fact that tegchers a.nd puc;
pils did meet socially at school p.artles an

christmas dances helped in creating a con-
oenial atmosphere. There were, of course,
:hon-comings, but, looking bz'a‘ck, I feec]l my
days at "Crookston Cast‘le seconhz.alry
school was rather interesting and exhila-

rating.
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~ THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF WORDS

It is lamentable that the study of Eng- -

lish semantics in our country is by and large
being unproductive for lack of adequate
initiative to extend the knowledge gathered
_from this area to the understanding of vari-
ous developments in Indian languages. It
is further lamentable that philology as a
discipline of linguistic study (which in-
cludes the study of semantics also) is be-
1 ing wiped off different university curricula
apparently under the presumption that the
so-called global viliage, which has been a
delightful dream of the ruling class and
their blue-eyed academicians, would need
smartness of speech instead of a well-de-
veloped sense of history. Philology, there-
fore, is being replaced by phonetics with a
kind of alacrity that does not seem normal.
Phonetics 18 welcome; but its raids on phi-
lology are quite disquieting.
The prestige of philology in a liter-
ary man's world of art will remain untar-
nished even if it is totally abolished from

the university curricula. Stephen Dedalus's

Jyotirmay Jana
Lecturer
Department of English

reading of Skeat's Dictionary of English
Etymology (in James Joyce's Stephen
Hero) and his realisation that pedple are
'strangely ignorant of the value of words'*
they use so glibly are no mean indications
to those_ who wish to provide some aes-
thetic content to what they express. S.T.
Coleridge, Rabindranath Taéore James
Joyce (represented By Stephen De’dalus in
some of his fictiori) and Samyel Beckett
to.nz?me only a few, were scholars in th::
scierice .Of language, apart from being gi-
ants 1n literature.

‘ Education makeg z man the master
of his knowledge, not slave to it. It en-
dows him with originality of thinking and
makes him innovative. A non-native
sPea.ker of English can hardly make any
s'1gn1ﬁcant contribution in the field of Eng-
lish philological research. But he can %f
properly groomed and master- ’

. minded, ap-
ply his knowledge of English e

philology to

_—______._._-—-—'—'_"-_-___ = -y - 34 s
“See Joyce, James : Stephen Hero, Cape Edition, London, 1944, p20,  ~—~ ——————— —

the interpretation of various structural and
semantic developments in his mother
tongue. Since no set rules of the world are
final and absolute, the student can inno-
vate n'ew linguistic rules and thereby jus-
tify his study of the linguistic features ofa
language like English which probably is not
his mother-tongue. It is significant that a
genius like Rabindranath Tagore also em-
phasised the need for stimulation of this
kind of creativity in the students of Eng-
lish philoJogy of our country.

A section of linguists observe ono-
matopoeia to be one of the oldest methods
of word-formation. There can be no ra-
tional basis to deny the onomatopoeic ori-
gin of quite 2 number of words, though it
is extremely difficult to give any onomato-
poeic explanation about the larger number
of words used in both literary and non-lit-
erary texts. Most of the baseforms of words
are arbitrary, though most of the derivatives
are fossilised metaphors. For example, the
base Latin form lapis meaning 'stone' and
the Sanskrit verb root mr (§) meaning 'to
die' may be arbitrary, but their respective
derivatives dilapidated and mriyaman
(fid). are fossilised metaphors. Though
the literal meaning of the word dilapidated

is 'unstoned', we nowadays speak of dilapi-
dated friendship also. Similarly, a person
described as mriyaman (&) is simply
a pale and pallid person and not at z2ll a
dying person as its etymology denotes. The
real thrill of word-analysis lies in decipher-
ing the metaphors underlying the words.
(The word decipher, again, is metaphori-
cal, since the original Arabic word sifr
means 'zero'. A letter thus remains, a ci-
pher or zero-like text till it is read or deci-
phered).

When Mallarmé says,"One does not
write a poem with ideas, one writes it with
words ", he must have hinted at the preva-
lence of both poetry and painting in words,
even in syllables. When we eat cabbage or
kabi (¥R in Assamese), how many of us
care to note that the cabbage or kabi (FR)
is not vegetable of any kind but the round
human head from an etymological point of
view ? The word kabi (¥R) is a varation
of the English word cabbage which, again,
has its ancestry in the Old Fremch word
cabouche meaning 'a human head'. Cab-
bage or kabi (FR) is, in fact, the kind of
vegetable which, despite its leafy green, has
the shape and size cf a human head.*
When, again, we apply all our culinary

Wg to note that the word 'head’ is freely used in the botanical description of any
variety of cabbage, .8 the capitata variety is called head cabbage and the savoy variety is called

soft-headed cabbage. See

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. 2, Chicago, 1990, p. 703.




skills upon a kaldil (F=f%) or the cone of
a banana, does it ever occur to us that the
object we have sliced and spiced is noth-
ing but the Persian dil (%) or heart (maybe
even 'sweetheart') of the Assamese kal (7<)
or banana (-plant) ? Etymologically, how-
ever, a kaldil (¥%f#7) cannot be anything
other than the heart (or sweetheart) of a
banana-plant. The word atomtokari
(STBIBHHI) which we use as an epithet to
anything neat and tidy is, in fact, a musical
word of the supreme kind. Atom (SIBH) is
the twang or tapkar(6%) coming out of
the strings of a guitar-like musical instru-
ment named tokari ((51#1f9). Nothing,
| therefore, can be atomtokari (STBRIHRR)
unless the perfection it claims to embody
ig-on a par with the harmony existing be-
tween the tokari and its twang or atom
(=ieeta). It is deplorable a fact that many
Assamese students of English semantics
who can explain the metaphor underlying
the idiom (to) catch red-handed fail to
decipher the metaphor underlying the idiom
hate lote dhara(zite Gits @, cf. the
| Bengali idiom hate nate dhara(Zte Aite
¥at). When a policeman catches a thief red-
handed, he, as if, catches him just after he
has committed a murder, while his hands
are still red with the blood of his
victim.Similarly, when he catches a thief

hatelote (JTecATe), he,as if, catches him
with the stolen object in his hand, because
hate (7e)means 'in hand' and lote (i)
means 'with the stolen object'. The word
lot(cers) is a corruption of the original San-
skrit word loptra(ceitg}) meaning 'a stolen
object' and the Bengali word nat (Are), as
in hatenate (Tt ATS), is a further cor-
ruption of the same Sanskrit word
loptra(citg). (Loptra > lotra > lot > not >
nﬁt,ﬁﬂg > > @ >@re >3 ). The com-
mon man can hardly equal William
Wordsworth or Rabindranath Tagore in his
description of infancy; but he can, and he
does, prove his poetic mettle when he epi-
thets a new born baby with, a'highly ex-
pressive word like amadima (wmifest or
emadima 931fext). Both ama (@rat) and
dima (f&t) are Sanskrit-based words: ama
(from Sans.am wifw) meaning 'raw' or ‘ten-
der' or 'uncooked' and dima (from Sans.
dimba &%) meaning 'egg’. A baby who is
amadima (Swifem) is, thus, as fragile as
an uncooked egg and provides 3 dormant
contrast to a grown-up man who
metaphoricaly, is boiled and cooked, -
One will be at the zenith of blunder
to think that linguistic matters are fixed.
Linguistic matters are unstable and unfixed
as anything else in the universe. New words
are born out of old words (sometimes they
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appear from nowhere); old words grow
stale and die; the meaning of words change;
plethora of meanings radiate out of exist-
ing words; words from divergent, even
mutually hostile, sources get wedded and
procreate - these are some of the most ex-
citing phenomena occurring in the world
of language. If the Shakespearean play
King Lear demonstrates the fact that
daughters of the same father can drastically
be different from one another, a large
number of doublets illustrate the same prin-
cﬁple in the world of language. Words like
pawn and peon are doublets, both mean-
ing 'foot'. A peon, as we all know, is a hu-
tan being, an ordinary walker-on-foot,

ing out commands of his superiors in his
office, whereas a pawn is an inanimate ob-
ject, a supposed foot-soldier in the game
of chess. Similarly, words }_ike bhal (=)
and bhoda (cs) are doublets, both origi-
nating from the Sanskrit word bhadra (Sg),
meaning 'gentle'. Whereas bhal (1)
means 'good' or ‘well', bhoda (cstwt) means
'foolish', as most good people are supposed
to be.(Bhadr_a>bh0d—a,bhadra
- bhalla>bhal 55> (eT,SE>F>Si). Simi-

carrying messages, dglivering them, carry-

larly, the words bhakat (S%%) and bhat
(Sre) have their ancestry in the Sanskrit
word bhakta ($&), meaning 'a devotee'
(Bhakta>bhakat, bhakta >bhatta
>bhat>s&>s%e, $e>se>Se). But both the
derivatives of the word bhakta (e%) are
drastically different from each other, since
bhakat (S9) is the eater and bhat (sr),
the thing eaten. Though both the words
than (¥) and thana (4=) have their com-
mon ancestry in sthan (), a than (Im) is
a holy place, a place of religious signifi-
cance, whereas a thana (2) is a police
station where criminals are dealt with. .
"Emission-of a number of meanings

* from one hgad word, which characterises

every living language including English can
be illustrated by the different meanings we
get from the word carry. Etymologically,
carry is strongly associated with the word
car and, therefore, nothing is carried un-
less it is transported in a car. But when a
non-native speaker of English says, 'My
wife is carrying',* what, actually, he means
is that his wife is pregnant and she is car-
rying an unborn child not t a vehicle, but
in her own womb. Carry may mean 'sup-
port' also, as in 'These pillars carry the

* A BS (British Standard) speaker would

See Nihalani, Tongue & Hosali :

pregnant'.
p.43.

Pronunciation, Delhi : OUP, 1987,

prefer to say, ‘My wife is expecting a baby' or 'My wife is
Indian and British English : A Handbook of Usage and
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weight of the roof.' In a sentence like ‘The
soldiers rushed forward and carried the
enemy's position', the word carry means
‘capture’. Carry does carry the meaning
‘extend' also in a sentence like Do not carry
a joke too far'. This carry is a noun when
it is used to mean 'a two-wheeled barrow’
or 'the range of a gun or projectile or just a
vechicle or receptacle'; it, again, is an ad-
jective- equivalent in words like carry-cot
and carry-bag . This linguistic phenom-
enon known as radiation of meanings is not
a stranger in an Indian student's own vil-
lage of words. For example, Rama (3rm),
the eldest son of Dasaratha, has been a cen-
tre from which a plethora of meanings
emerge in different Indian languages. In
Assamese, for instance, Ram (3) means
large' or 'big' in words like ramchagal
(ArTRtel=,a big he-goat) and ramtulasi
(37T¢=, a kind of basil characterised by
its largeness), 'small' in a word like
ramsiyal (31,2 kind of sméll fox),
'tasty' in a word like ramrambha (Jrst, a
kind of tasty banana), and 'severe' in a word
like ramtayon. (IBIE, a severe beating).
Bam’ who is a symbol of unity in an idiom
like RAm-Rahim (IrfEa), becomes a dis-

cordant element in an idiom like ram-
bhAona (IWStetjas in Ratipuwarpara
dughar manuhar majat ki ye
rambhaonakhan lagiche! (‘afssjaasa

S 23 9% & @ ta-stemtaa witferg | 'What

a fracasis going on between the two houses
since morning!').*

Both extension (even generalisation)
and narrowing of meanings are common
to all languages of the world. The word
journal (from the French word jour mean-
ing 'a day'), for example, etymologically
means 'a day's record of events'; but in ac-
tual use it means any printed or electronic
publication relating to contemporary life.
Today, different kinds of periodicals in-
cluding weeklies, fortnightlies, monthlies,
annuals etc., are freely called journals,
though, etymologically, a journal cannot be
anything but a qgailv publication. The Old
English word thing means ‘qiscussion’,
though, for many centuries at a stretch, any
object, concrete or ab stract, earthly or tran-
scendental, imaginary or real, is being
freely referred to as a thing. Similarly,
though ‘the original Persian word
darmaha(v392) means 'monthly salary'
(Persian dar ¥3= rate/pay+Persian mah

* "Modern linguistic theor

< Y has shown, to quote J.R. Firth, that 'a word is known by the company it -
Ikcepb; the meaning of the single word can be tightly controlled by verbal context." Hulme, Hilda M. :
The Language of the Novel', reprinted in the 'Reviews and Criticism' section of Middlemarch, edited by
Bert G. Hornback, New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1977,p. 715..

wz=month), a tendency to use it to mean
‘'salary for any period of time' becomes ap-
parent when we come across expressions
like mahili darmaha ( ®f2f& %397t ) and
pondhara dinar darmaha (cotrg e
wa5¥l) both in literary and non-literary pro-
ductions in Assamese.* Since darmaha
(7493 is basically ‘monthly salary', a ruth-
less etymology-based translation of mahili
darmaha(=f&f w52) as ‘monthly monthly
salary' and pondhara dinar darmaha
(cotra T2 W) as 'fifteen days» monthly
salary' can competently demonstrate what
incongruous and disparate elements lie un-
detected beneath the smooth surface of
many words we glibly use. My purpose
here is not to antagonize the whole world
by declaring such expressions wrong, but
to defend.them with the semantic princi-
ple known as generalisation of meaning.
Again, despite the existence of the Persian
element roj (@¥r&, meaning 'a day') in the
word rejkar (rs=id), the word is used tof
meati ‘earning for any period of time'.The

Sanskrit word karpat (#%8) which is the
base-form of the Assamese word kapor
(FMAR) means ragged garments'. Thig
meaning is still retained in the Hing; com-
pound word kapda-sanyasi (-t
meaning 'a monk clad in rags'. Apart from
this lone example in which the original
meaning of the word is retained, all other
derivatives of karpat (%), ¢.g. Assamese
kapor (1), Bengali kapor (%) and
Hindi kapda(Fws1), are being freely used
to mean any kind of cloth, ragged or
royal,dull or gorgeous, old or new

Narrowing of meaning s g impor-
tant a linguistic phenomenon ag extension
of meaning. The word deer, 'for example,
has its ancestry in the old English word
deor; meaning animals in gepera] and not
any particular kind of anima] This com-
prehensive meaning of deer s retained in
the following speech of Edgar in Slhake_
speare's 'King Lear' where even micé and
rats have been enumerated as deer-

Nagaon, 1990, p.15

Amar (amsReem), Guwahati, July 28,1998, P /1.
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word comprising elements from four
proper names, viz. Sheppard (represented
| by 's"), Turpin (represented by 't'), England
(represented bv 'en’) and Gunnhildr “rep-
resented by 'gun'). Though we have been
able to understand,.from the materials
available to us, that Major Sheppard,'a 20th
centu~y English army officer, and Mr.
Turpin, a 20th century English civil serv-

ant, both belonging to England, were the -

earliest designers of the kind of fire-arm
known as stengun, we have not yet been
able to discover wha’ particular reasons led
to the naming of one of its predecessors,
the gun, after a Scandinavian woman
| named Gunnhildr. Gunne is supposed by
the linguists to be the pet-narie of that
woman, which was further reduced to gun
when it became the name of a kind of fire-
arm. _
The word badminton, again, is the
name of a feudal estate in England whicl,,
in the 19th century, became famous for a
Jind of wine and a game, both known as
badminton. Moreover, 2 building known as
Eec¢minton House, which was built there
in 1682, still survives. Though we no

longer talk of any kind of wine as badimin-
ton,* we siill play a kind of game called
badminton. The garment known as genji
(¢f&) is a corruption of Guernsey, an is-
land in the Epglish Channel, where this par-
ticular kind of garment was first made. In
gahari (12R) we have Hari who, accord-
ing to Hindu mythology once appeared in
the form of 2 boar. Etymologicaliy, there-
fore, a gahari (411zR) is the ga (%11) or body
of Hari (). In madhmar (sis17), we have
none but Madhava himself whose mar (mr2)
or beating is never expected to be a pleas-
ant experience. This madhmar (Wi=wa)
may remind one of ramtanon (IrBrem),
which etymologicaily means a severe beat-
%n'g in the hands of Rama. The word pistol
?s connected with the word Pistoia, a place
in Italy, where, in the fourteenth century,

this particular kind of weapon was first”

made. The word ceni(cwH) is, again, a cor-
ruption of the word cin @), ie .(“hina

where, in 620 AD ., Sugar was first pro-

duced. This sugar became Ciniya (8i93) in
India and cirini (5R&) in Persia. Gradul—
ally ciniya (5%) became cini(f6f) in
Benga]i, Oriya etc.and ceni(csf) in

_— N . ,
* Benjamin Disraeli's novel Sybil, first published in 1845, provides us with

the sensc of wine:

»+ Nothing cal Gome good', said Alfred,.....'T should be quite content if anythine

Waiter. bring mea tumbler of Badmintor',

Disraelt, Ben

asente 3 ' 3
asentence with 'badmingon’ in

could do me harm.

jamin : Sybil, Oxford : OUP, 1981;p.2.

b i e S I

Assamese, whereas the Persian word cirint
(f6f<7), after coming to India, yielded words
I ike (Bengali) sinni/Sirni (Ff&/M=f), and
(Assamese) cinni (Bf), both.meaning 'the
oblation of sweets offered to some divine
spirit in the Islamic shrines', and the Bengali
dialectal word sira /Sira (F=i/Rat) mean-
ing 'sugar-syrup'. :

‘An etymological study of words is
never a dull and monotonous affair; it is,
on the contrary, a highly ecstatic affair like
enjoying beautiful paintings or journeying
to places of historical significance. Wilfred
Funk observes a stunning resemblance be-

tween the origin, development and disap-
pearance of words with those of human
beings. He says : "We are apt to think
vaguely that words just happened and were
always so. We have no sharp feeling that
they are born much as babies are born. That
they are vibrant with life and are always
changing. That they grow up and often, like
us, take on the greater responsibilities that
go with maturity. And that, by the end of
their days, for die they often do, they will
frequently have life-histories as iong aﬁd
distinguished as human biographies in a
copy of Who's Who ." *

oooag

* See Funk, Wilfred : Wor

d Origins and Their Romantic Stories, New York, :

Harper and Row, 1988. p.2
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