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THE CONCEPT OF MAN IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF
DR. SARVAPALL! RADHAKRISHNAN

Sanchita Bora, Lecturer, Dept.of Philosophy

There is a verse in
Mahabharata which tells - “there is
nothing higher than man on earth.”
(Guhyam brahma tadiam vo bravimi / na
Manusat sresthataram he kincit) Actually
DhIIOSOphy means philosophy of life. Man
Cafjnot be ignored by any
Philosophy. He is the
Centre of all philosophical
discourses. Confucious
announced - 'all thought
and all theories of human
activity are to be based
Upon a proper
Understanding of man." All
Philosophies aim at
Understanding the
”?eaﬂing of man and the
g‘gmflcance of his life.
thocrat(.es said, "Man, know
thiseh“. In Indian thought
) Upa_nlsad also did the
¥ me_ "&tmanam
,é'tddhl"(know thyself). Here
o Man' does not mean
erely the metaphysical self,but also
®ason,mind and the vital principle a"
Physical body.

The present age is an ag€ of

Nowgong Girls' College Megazine / 87

humanism. As we know that man is the
centre of philosophy, and his values are
primary, true philosophy must become
the reflection of man about himself. P.T.
Raju writes— "Man is the common
denominator with reference to which
religions, philosophies,
political and social
ideologies and even
sciences are tested."
Philosophy brings
together facts and
values and also brings
to light values involved
in facts. Indian
philosophy maintains
that the essence of
man is even beyond
reason and it is
Atman.

The contemporary
Indian philosopher Dr.
Sarvapalli
Radhakrishnan
belongs to that rare
cholars who command equal
d readership in the East and
losophy makes an East-
So, C.E.M. Joad in his

class of s
respect an
the West. His phi
West synthesis.




'‘Counter Attacks from the East'
describes — “the unique function which
Radhakrishnan fulfills today, is that of a
liaison officer. He seeks to buid a bridge
between the traditional wisdom of the
east and the new knowledge and the
energy of the West.”

Radhakrishnan accepts the
ultimate spirituality of man. As he is a
realistic philosopher, he was impressed
by the present day condition of man. The
man as we find in the world for him is a
biological and psychological individual
who is determined by instincts, drives
and motives. Man is a unique
combination of egoism and self-
transcendentce, of selfishness ang
universal love. The present day man is
both restless and unhappy as he appears
to have lost the zeal of life. Science gives
a deterministic picture of man. Byt to
know the nature and the function of the

* physical parts of the bodily man,
Radhakrishnan pointed out that man

- cannot be known in the way in which
scientist analyses objects of
experiments. This type of scientific
approach leads to a dehumanization of
everything and also leads to g picture of
man unnatural and unfamiliar to man
himself.

Itis clear that Radhakrishnan
accepts two aspects of man —

1. One that leads the scientists to
describe man in his own scientific wa
2. The other transcends the capacity zf
scientific analysis.

Radhakrishnan used the worg
in wider sense. Man is describeq ag
unique. Man unlike other aspects of
Nature, has the capacity to reflect and to
plan his moves. Man has the Ccapacit
to live ahead of himself. It is calleg “Self
transcendence” by Radhakrishnan, Finite

Soul

aspects of man are determined by the

- environmental conditions. Bodily self

represents this aspect of man. In this
aspect man is embodied and subject to
living in an environment. The bodily
aspect can be superceded. The aspect
Is not final. Radhakrishan says, “Man’s
awareness to his finiteness and
temporality means his consciousness of
eternity.” Man's inability to achieve
perfect contentment in this finite, his
unquestionable longing for consummate
happiness may be taken as indicative of
his Supernatural destiny. Infinite aspect of
Man indicates his spirituality. The spirit iS
In man._The word 'spiritual’ signifies -
Something higher than the empirical. The
SPiritual must be of the nature of self-
con§0|ousness. It transcends the
SUbJeit-object dichotomy.
wpon hEVGW human individual must (00K
oo 'MSelf not as living in the outer
constite of things. there is a centre that
wisdo utes the fountain head of Truth and
remaim (Radhakrishnan). An individual
e o g: ldent'lcal with himself,because
ool & Ifthe tlmt? conscious of his own
indi\'/ide ~¢onsciousness gives to an
it Ll'l\'al a distinct personality. Man has
e DiVilms""lf Divine capacities. We bear
Sin thene Spark within ourselves. Theré
his beiy self of man, at the very centre 0
intellectg' comething deeper than the
Fo'rw';uch 'S akin to the supreme-
man’s & adhakrishnan the spiritual
of spirity e|.ed°m. Freedom is the essenc®
own coua ty. Man is free to choose his
o me Se of life and action, the future
Man b ePeNds to a very great extent O
L Self. This viewpoint is closer t©

€ v :
'SWpoint of the existentialists of th€

vvest. Th .
'mpresse:losgh Radhakrishan is

ph"°S°Dhica| coe ancient Indian

nce i
Nowgeng Ging e g = Pt of Jivanmukta,

individual salvation is not the ultimate
destiny of the individual. The ulimate
human destiny is not individual
redemption,but universal redemption —
‘Sarvamukti’.

Man is a mixture of earth.and
heaven, of dust and deity. The sPiﬁt inus
is wrapped up in many non-spiritual
layers. If man recovers his subjectivity,
his individualness, he is able to control
the non-spiritual and use it for sP'"tu?'
ends. As man is a subject, not an object,
this subjectivity gives him inwardness
and freedom. If he cannot realise his
subjectivity he escapes into routine,
rigidity and mindlessness. Mankind is on
trial. The contrast between our intellectual
power and our immoral deeds has 0
depressed thinking of sensitive people 2
over the world. “Physical unity and
€conomic inter—dependence aré not by
themselves sufficient to create @
Universal human community. For this we
require a human consciousness of
community, a sense of personal
relationship among man.”

Man is a free being
(Svatantrakarta). The agent is ot
independent, It is the presence of SP'"t s
that gives dignity to human nqture, that
the basis of democracy, thatisthe
lustification for the universal DeclaratIO.

of Human Rights. “Man ashe s 4

are able to attain to that kind of
perfectness of being, we try to use that
wisdom for the purpose of creating better
life in the world."The key worfi of 3
Radhakrishnan's philosophy is spmt_.
According to him “Democracy requires
us to respect and develop the free spirit
of man, which is responsib’l'e for all
progress in human histor'y.. o
Radhakrishnan's originility lies In
boldly reinterpreting the much abused
doctrine with special reference t9 thg
present world and its need. His idealism
thbugh pearing the man:ks of Vedgntlc,
Platonic and Hegelian mﬂugnces is f
distinguished from all of this by sopl;ne ‘?s
its peculiar stresses anq speqallyd yl!sm
appeal to the modemn m!nd. |:|IS i e:anh '
is not 'idea — ism’, butI |tc|l1e?hsrrr\‘. It is the
i ideal that ca
presentation of ans;?with o

onize the fle : .
:;a;r\zduals with individuals, nations with

i ‘s optimism is this
:-ns.Radhakrishnan's op
naﬂ‘?a‘fan has become the spectator. of )
:n;n A new humanism is in the horizon.

eferences: |
fJoad G.EM. : ‘Counter Aftack from the East.

9. Radhakrishnan, S. and Raju, PT. The Concept of Man-A
. arative Philosophy.”
mm .. ‘Eastem Religion and Westem Thought.
3 , S

¥ tive Life."
Radhakrshnan, § : ‘The Crea .
4. Radh ‘An Idealistic View Of Life.

Ncomplete, ignorant, unregenerd 5. Radhaksishnan, S- o
! ' . ‘ f Radhakrishnan.
cvone o togcomplete himsz"hto %Zl (o 6 Schip, PA: The Posopy
&yond his imperfections and N =25 :
: : if we
achieve completeness of beingd: And |
- e0®
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BIODIVERSITY AND ITS CONSERVATION

Jayanta K. Sarma, Lecturer, Dept.of Geography

Diversity is the characteristic of
nature and the basis of ecological

stability. Diverse €cosystems. give rise to

i

diverse life forms,.and foidiversg"- .
cultures. Th v utpn of cultures, Jife
ats has“conserved the

L diversity on this planet.

Biodiversity means multiplicity of Jife
on the s“u'rfa:ge of the earth, These
diversity hasithree different features —.___
specis;‘gj\'gﬁ_{dive‘g_siqy, genetic diversity anq
geograph'i{ggqu‘ixgrsity. Specises diversit
indicates the ‘diversity of life forms,

diversity Within
€0graphica]
riation of

genetic diversity indicateq
the same specises ang g
diversity indicates diversit
and habitates with the ya
geographical condition.
The number of Specises of plants
and animals which inhabit the world ma
be any where from 2 to 8g million, Ag 4
many as one million of thege will be
exterminated during the next two
decades, many of which coyq be vita| t
the sustainability of life on earth 4
(Pimentel, David - 1992 ).
According to Gaston anq
1991, an esitmated number of
species occur on the earth ang
than 1'4 million species have ye

Raven
10 million,
More

t been

' SD\éCTés-'\'ﬁf.:

named. Estimates vary but the numbers
are between 4 to 40 million species on
the Earth which are unknown and
U_nm_onitored‘ Other elements of
biodiversity ke genes, population,
COMmunities ang habitats also remain
Unidentified tg 4 very large extent.
Vertebrates are about 150 00 species

appearing in different
environment‘ R

g Diversity of life is unevenly :
stnbgted over the surface of the earth,
especna_lly rich are the tropics,
;nrgﬁptallnous regions and island or

i ;etagos. Lying at the trijunction of
South emper?te Eurasia and tropical
: €ast Asig €njoying a great iyersty

enwronmental regimes.

a ; ypes o
grLcU!EU_ral dwersity, Only Asia contributés
arieties of CoOmmon vegetables, 1 2

;?I:];?: Cgrea‘ls:, 18 varities qf:'Fruitssand
ersinp kUil foodite; The large"

turn'a }-}_’ 2 §90199iC§1|_.‘_rniccd;-_régionse in
SPegies S dversity of crops. In each

ithin eles thathave heen deyeloped-
diversity . <OP Valiety there is multil®
resj ' Jage s %
Empe[awfr’é;;ﬁ-'--sst.enﬁejo-watep nd

Stréss; pests and/<o on.

Within each farmers' plot there are

dozens of specieses of 'weeds' and other
plants, in hedges or in the fields
themselves. There are innumera.bie
species of micro-organisations, insects
and other smaller creatures and dozens
of large animals and birds, perhaps
fishes.

And there are species external to

the field, on waste lands, roadsides and in

forests, but all connected to that micro -
region.

Plants, fungi, microbes and
arthropods account for the bulk of

ies | : ‘ one
species in many ecological regions. In

t
area sampled fungi alone added to abou

4000 kg/ha; the anthropods about 1000kg/

ha, while the mammals and birds
contributed only 2kg/ha and 0.03kg/ha
biomass, respectively (Pimentel,
david, 1992).

India ranks about 10th amongst

Nations in terms of its diversity of Spec;]rie:é
India supports 15,000 species of flowe

Colomblan

- choco
Waslem

Ecudor
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plants, 317 species o_f_m_ar.r‘j__mals, 96_9;
speciés of birds_.a._3_8;£_3,:s,'peC|e‘s;gﬂ,{gptlles
and reIatively;wélljf}j-t‘énps:_of ir°95\_if_.
salamanders and fheir kith and kin'.
284i,1996)% 4 - e =
(Gédglli‘aster:l Himalaya (including N.E.
India) and the wester_g“’_\(';‘ihatls;:‘gg?e bgen t
designated two of the World's eighteen ho
spotsof-bjo diversity. Thes ]:lf,-yr«fc_af___;t is
honour by. virtue gﬁthai@c}th ,f;E?S?_. _frn
Himalaya has'some 3500 endemics.
species of higherplal ‘,51:20'?,“".%?1‘:‘-_988
species of feples, 25 efidermic species
of amphibié_n'_s;-whilQ__.‘tpgges__tgg-g‘ T
have 1600-endemic.species Of flowe 1 g
plants; 7-endemic species.of gl
91 endemic species:of reptiles,-8 523
endemic species of amphibians. - 5T
Each-and every. s}ﬁ:tg:lf ay
ithin the ecosystem in Which-it
e e taould ndast. What
Zx;msigrﬁy%r-tﬁbiable-ig‘gthéi‘any‘ dﬁgﬂl‘\lshlng
Iof this diversity.by logs:of evefdlﬂfon ?
species, or even a sizeable re

Source : Nurturing Biodivesity : An Indian A

genda. M. Gadil & P. R S. Rao




the population of a species, can cause
short or long - term diminishment in the
piomass productivity of the microsystem ,
and in its sustainability.

To day, however, the diversity of
ecosystems, life forms and way of life of
different communities is under threat of
extinction. Habitats have been enclosed
or destroyed, diversity has been eroded
and livelihoods deriving from biodiversity
are threatened.

There are two fundamental causes
for the large scale destruction of
biodiversity. First is the habitat destruction
due to megaconstruction like building of
dams, highways, mining
operations etc. in the rich
biodiversity regions.
Second cause is the
destruction of biodiversity
in areas under cultivation
through technical and
economic push to replace
diversity with hom'ogeneity
in forestry, agriculture,
fisheries and animal
husbandry. The Green
Revolution in agriculture,
the white revolution in
dairying and the Blue Revolution in
fisheries are revolutions baseq on the
deliberate replacement of biojogjeq,

diversity with biological uniformj, and
monocultures.

Biodiversity erosion starts a chain
reaction. The disappearance of Species
is related to the extinction of innumeram
other species with which it is inter-relatez
through food webs and food Chaing, and
about which humanity is totally ignorant
The crisis of biodiversity is Notjust 5
of the disappearance of the SPeCisgg
W hich have the potential to sUPPort

.

Crisjs

industrial production by providing raw
Materials. It is a crisis that threatens the
life support systems and livelihoods of
people, particularly in the third world
countries.

; The intensity of this assault against
Third world genetic resources can be
seen from the pressure exterted by major
dru_g and agricultural input companies and
Fhe;_r home governments on international
Institutions such as the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)
and the FAO to recognise such resources
as a" Universa| heritage " in order to
guarnatee them free acess to the raw
materials. International
patent and licensing
agreements will increasingly
be used to secure a
monopoly over valuable
geénetic materials which can
be developed into drugs,
food ang energy sources
- (Vandana Shiva - 1995 ).

; The Agenda of science.
Environment and
Development into the 21st
century (ASCEND --- 21) -
Ia(r;iging from a conference
hetsl Uin 1991 in Vienna
g‘xczg:;te? theO Possibility of extinction to the
plants,?a n?r?-a %, of important species of

' als, fungi and micro
Organisms in the next 30 years.

play a:?:;mes have genetic linkages and
b Portant role in maintaining the
= M which regulate the flow of

9y derived from sun. The functionind

Organised by

Organisms are important for sustainable
functioning of each system and they form
the basis of the life
Support system for the
human beings. There
are many aspects of
biodiversity which
require scientific
INvestigations.
Scientific aspects
of ecosystems and
Conservation of
biodiversity call for major national and
International scientific programmes.
Significant research efforts are required to
Understand bio-diversity, genes and the
€Cosystems as also the role of species
diversity in communities with the back
ground of Bio-Geography. Aspects of

Modern taxonomy, genetics, microbiology
;rt]d Conservation method require
COensnnse Scientific efforts. Insitu
& NVervation, including setting up of gene

anctuaries, parks. biosphere reserves

:”d botanical gardens are as important as
s"*Sltu Conservation through gene banks,

eedsi_tlssue, DNA etc.

O evolve a proper and precisé
rnethodo!ogy for cﬁns%rving the ecology In
st‘:; ouniry a National Biodiversity
.9y and Action Plan (NBSAP) was

SUgUarated recently, It will cover areas
ang t as natural ecosystems, wild species

d helrvarieties, agricultural

OSystems and domestic species and

SIr varieties. Issues such as
S€rvation, sustainable use, ethical

Actices ang cultural, scientific and

~economic diversions of biological diversity
will be looked into. Itis targeted to evolve a

mechanism to save the
country's biodiversity

- =% within two years. The

= 9| plan aims to maximise

] '? participation of villagers,
Y non- governmental
organisations,
academics and
scientists and especially
the government officials

and politicians.

References:
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I}Illlllllﬂllllllﬂ ~THEHARSH REALITIES

Ruloits
kmini Barua, T.D.C. First Year

History reveals t

out to children at differi?‘nttgr;;rte orfn? =
the grllment civilizations children el
sacrificed in religious - il
cults and forced LT,
labour and slavery
were prevalent as
well. But if data were
to be believed, the
rate of child labour js
much higher at
present times
compared to the TR
a_n:':?ent times. Though ancije
civilizations were unacquaintnt i
gtimar) rig_hts organisations o?'c:hmth

ganisations like UN.|.C.E F. |e e

chil
: dren were farmed out to contractors

ith ;
rapjdainsc? ec@ Wage agreement, The
e US trlal'saﬁon served as fuel to
7 71the fire in an already
. §~— Worsened child labour
1. abuse.

. In William
M4 Blake's poem “The

% Chimney Sweeper”
'the poet gives a vivid
4. picture of the

of the little children
sweep the chimneys

:;;lewére made to
cting the rigk to their lives. The

th i . words
chi;e existed a sense of respect i'O'Etc' Enghshof Charles Dickens, the famous
ildren. orthe i Novelist, who was ’put gk
The concept of gh; ening wa
: chil 2. ) ware house at the age of
and the harsh reality of chigq gy, 01" e @ painful revealati fth y
social evil is the creation of 3bour a5 a E’a hetic life that he had tlo? y He wrote
modern,industrial civilizatj Ven now, 0 live. He '
and the 17th cviization. In e 16 happy, | oft famous and caressed and
/th century forced chjg th g often forget in my d that |
was practised in the West |n | laboyr Ve a dear i ny dreams I
century, English children b‘ lhllthe 16th am a map ande and children; even thit
. e bk w
of five and fourteen who Wereﬁzgthe 3 10 that time of my?ir;s?r desolately bac
and !

foupd begging, were bound into
agricultural or industrial Services

little in ¢ The picture has changed 2
officials. In the United States sucﬁy loca|

h century because of the
© human rights
d U.N. organisations [k

Nowgong Girls' Gy =H L0, ete. The United Nation®
IQQBM - I
*gazine / g4

has declared that" Every child has a right
to opportunities, to develop physically,
mentally, morally spiritualy and socially; to
a name and nationality, to health and
social security, to love and understanding
under the care of parents; and to
education. Every child has a right to
protection against neglect, cruelty,
exploitation and discrimination in every
form.”

This declaration is tenable in case
of developed countries. But in case of
developing and underdeveloped countries
the d}?CIaration is more real on paper
than in practice. In our country every day
We come across children below fourteen
gears who are the bread eaners of their
amily. Children are forced by the
E‘rCUmstances to undertake the most
SZ‘EQFGOUS work under conditions that aré
bel —human. In our country children

ow fourteen years take the job in fire
;graCll(er factories, match — boX
Iea;JhStrles, carpet industries, hotells.
%, er and tobaco industries etc in the
in ts” areas. In the rural areas they work
b & fields, look after cattles etc. The
the is that in India millions of children are
bre.&ld earners of their families.
Sg;.or‘_j'”Q to Central Government
ChH(I_’jStICS in 1994, there were 20 r_mlllon
o workers in India. But according 0
'Veys conducted by the All India
ducation Survey, The National Sample
in 1Y etc there are 78.8 milli children
Ch_"dla who are out of school. Thes€
'|}‘iren hdd to work to save the life of
Dne'tr family members who are depe”‘ila”t
s hem. Thus these children are Ma 2
take the responsibilities of an adult in
®Ir young shoulders.
the ¢ Therefore, it is useless @
' time being in our country 0 de

t least for
mand

the abolition of child labour. Instead,
provision should be made for the creation
of human conditions in the working
places. They should be paid justly. The
government should make regulations
fixing the types of work to be done by the
children and the hours of work so that
they can get rest and can spend time in
other activities. More and more evening
schools should be started so that these
children can get the minimum basic
education.

Instead of demanding the abolition
of child labour, we should try to find
solution to the problem of poverty and
unemployment. In India more than 36% of
the population live below the poverty line.
Because these people donot have the
minimum basic needs, they are bound to
send their children to work. If these

eople had enough resources at their
disposal to fulfill their require_ments, then
no parent would send his child to work or
no child will willfully take up hazardous
work risking his life.

So, initiative should be taken by
veryone in our own way to
conomy strong and to find a
ution to the problem of
GO's, human rights
tc should force the
o the needful. The
hould be sincere in their

ise of taking steps to make the
E:airgiltions of the poor better, ingtead of
making “Garibi Hatao” an t_electlon agenda
to collect votes. If pOVert.y.lS remove_d and
every person has the minimum basic
needs, then the problem of child labour

i d.
.t automatically come to an end.
s aU(With helps from articles published

in 'The Assam Tribune', 'India Today' and
Teenager) 000

each and €
make our €
permanent sol
poverty. The N
organisations €
govemment to d
politicai parties S
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WOMAN'S DIALECT: A BRIEE STUDY

Mithu Chakraborty, Dinee Samad, Tp.c_ Year.

The words and sentences used by

' ‘ lively. Some such words used by

a speaker reflect his or her habit, and Assamese women are --- [ akhimi tirotd
since the habits of men and women are (RS forare; a woman as good as

not always the same for biological ang Laksmi) an,d gharar Lakhimi (=== =4,
other reasons, their vocabulary ang Lakgm; of the hous ). They use the word
sentence-patterns also show differenceg 'Lak‘himr e Y

which cannot escape the o

bservation of
rtain words and

to mean rice also, e.g.
Ratipuw,

para imi eta pard ndi
a linguist. Women use ce afpara petat Lakhim/ eta pa

phrases which most
men, even of the same
social category, may
dislike to use. Women
have their own ways and
devices of using quite a
number of words ang
phrases, which are
exclusively feminine.
According to Rochefort,
women understand g
eXpressions but neye
themselves.

grain of Lakhimi or ricé
has gone into the '
stomach since morning)-
The compound
J word Sat/- Savitr/ (7!
7iftd), Sati and Savitrl ~
two mythological
incarnations of ;
unflinching chastity aﬂ_s
iar devotion to husband) ! ;
Used to poth ameliorate and under-raté

great many pecyl
I Pronounce

ker
“{Oman Or a group of women the spea@
Woman's speech s more dislikes or abominates, Assamese
es le BRI
g e S WORS 3 ' 38 large as Jagannath or
common man, she is capapje of usin ord of the Universe) to mean a largé
them most effectively an 9

d make thing. When the an a large
understood. A considerable saself Yy want to me

Part of her Vessg| they use the word Jagannafhff
vocabulary is full of religioys Words Cary (g rahall
SIS A !
phrases which are very exp ang (e ey & ) or Jagannathia g

essive and Siie B Bengali women also use
€ religj

- ese
OUs words as their Assam
Nowgong G
9 Girlg College Megazine!gb‘

e EEE——

Mgt ot = <ot =i aiig, Not even @

sisters do. Sat/- Savitriis the phrasg
used by both Assamese gpd Bgngah
women in praise and derision alike. .
Laksmi and Saraswati also do c:ccur n}{_
their speech in a sentence li|‘<e ﬂfeyfiid
ripe Laksmi gupe Saraswati (mul lﬁts
4l wre srewst, The girl is as beautiful 2
Laksmi and as full of good quah.tles as
Saraswati). A larder having. nothing Orany
nearly nothing to eat is a dlsgrace ton
family. But a common Bengali woma t
describes even such a disgraceful sta;eel
with a lively phrase containingﬁ?ava_nm Iz?r
name of the goddess Durga. Aﬂiﬁ 3sn
bhare ma Bhavan/, (st ijb .
S ) is the common phrase used by
COmmon Bengali woman to describe 5
Such a situation. She also uses the m;
Lakkhiti (=) to address a ghlld or L
dear person. To bless a married wom
She uses the phrase ‘Dhane putre il
Laksmi gy hok’ (s s =) =1 o,

YOU possess Laksmi in the forms 0 s
Wealth and sons). This reminds one i
an Assamese elderly woman might

N a similar situation. While blessing @
Younger one she is expected 10 sayﬁ -
Murar cyi chipi agrbad dichd (‘Fﬁé iy
Wl g, | bless you by tearing ©

®ad's hair), in which, despite the r
Absence of the name of any god © ;
90ddess, there is a very Spont?”ec’”n
OUtburst of emotion which, by its 0“;’
ight, is another important feature ©

OMan's speech.

Excepting, of course, somﬁ‘ore
Unusyg| cases, women appear m i
Motional than men. There is alsgf et
Strong tendency of exaggeration A
2d tone accent to mark emphas d'by

°Me such words commonly ‘fzeen .
Assamese women to mean childf

(wwet, the life), and Kaljato (=feritcet, the
heart)l. The words bukur amathu (ﬁ*«%t s
any) and dehlaufo (== @7%‘? caget;?:_l eity
sion of en
other word or expres . e
i horical streng
virtue of their metgp

zsr/]d vivacity, since it is not one but tw?
metaphors we see involved in ea<[:nh 0
them. Amathu (wrg) here is not tli o
kernel of the mango but the kerne ’
nfother's breast and, as such, theawor
am (=) or the mango become; st
" hemistic expression for the reast.
euglﬁuto (crzeeiol), again, the Chﬂg is
?nfagined as a pumpkin or a golurneck &
hanging either from the mothearlsb{Jd o

a“ﬁl her shoulder. The mothersl tfC?,rr,m
i case, becomes a bamboo-pla =
o thatc’h-eve from which the gour
o ;pkins are usually seen r}ang{g?(;{m
o rly. in Bengali, words like Ao
Slmﬁlllf: is dear as Laksmi), Sona (&,

: 1 - \_,1\? o
lump of gold), buk jurano d!;lan (3= Sl
- the heart-solacing wealth),
kﬂ!

d gem), are
~oni (G, gold an -
Sona;;'\lcln.ll(ln(own words of endearment with
the well-

ther-like women
i mothers or mo i
i I'Eh?r beloved children. Women Ta\,;mg
treatdleZth-related words or word? re
useh sical deformity as wordsd: i
ot :rment and all these woSr it
o xclusively to women. u uiks
pecint sed with an affectionate nofo;

r n
Whﬁir:lgly accepted by the wc::;:l e
wh m they aré intended. In i
Whods like marafo (@rcot) or n;] A
w«;{a{;@ﬁor the dead woman), ja e
(@5%@1)% short for wzde T @,‘enrwa‘)

.( ' you‘ be devoured bY Ch?r hless’) s

aian‘ (2=, inactive or WO sy
bagd by Assamese wome:r:rmwhF
Lr:?ukhpu_ﬂ (3341 and pora

ina ‘burnt-
. li meaning
o)) in Benga ords of
1EC L age among the many
ace
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endegrment of this nature.
Banku'nchandra Chatterjee's famous
?ovel. De\{i-Chowdhurini' begins with th
ollowing kind of address by Praphulia' °
mother to Praphulla: “ ¢ sgg, @ cﬁw;q%f
*(Dcr)aP'r]arl)lhulla, O porar mukh; meaning ‘O
o phulla, O burnt-faced’). It is significant
note thar Praphulla, instead of bei "
?ngry at this kind of address respo nc?
a\_/?urably to her mother by s'ayin r‘l ?
ma' (3% =, ‘O mother, I'm going’) 9
Moreovgr, there are some excla ;
expressions commonly found innt1r?l N
speich.habits of women, as dehi e'
Q), & ai (%2 &) and & ai ’dehi (vni’;, o
alldmeant for'showing sympathy at -
Zl:.; hc:enr‘r mrgfortune of a beloved perzo
word i % ai
t(:eﬁ vé: (::Cf’i)danq dehi i (ofy E‘)’_"gj’ al dehi
; ehi, the speaker who i usrng
almost all cases, a woman' ex0 o
Sg'iniss wirh a suffering pérsorl: rssses
ve hzry taking all pains and misforl:
expressown body. 4i aj (a3 9) also e
oxpres es the same Meaning, beg ;
it Wg% but the ellipted form' of fiu-se '
( rﬁ&). In English, am oyl
emotive adjectives that wc;m T the
suppO?ed to use more oftenet: o -
are -- su'pef and Yovely', e - e
'such as goodness me' ‘qr. o ations
.goodr.vess gracious’, 'déasr7 aCI'Ous e
intensifiers such as ‘o’ or ',: ° a}nd
feature of woman's speech i:Cth' Aother
incomplete expressiong asj e use of
Assamese, '‘Aji iman ga'ram:n
meaning It's so hot today’ (%mm)
Lokta ya asabhya, ( poin denga
meaning Tho man & 1)
rean g "The man is so Unciviliz
wh using such expressiong 4 s
at such expressions really
complement in the shape o

they 'fo
y need s rget

fa thay.

clause: 'Aji iman garam ye ghararpard
olaba n?wa"rﬂé, (W& T s (@ TR+l @A
gmomoﬁuwt ‘oflt :oso l.10t today that | could not
Ve tar saggenlle) a_nd Lokta ya asabhya
(e e atha bolte icche hai n&@
The man QB 07 B TS Z0R W A
ke to tol is S0 uncivilized that | do not
complete fto him’ are two possible
consider bOrrns of the expressions a
incomple?elei numbgr of women leave
jove you sc; n Ens';hsh, expressions like ‘|
50 charmj T'U.Ch ! It's so lovely', ' He's
expressiol:g' I'm so glad!’ are the
of using vjhrhe women are usually fond
forme or . ile using them the complete
been et uch Sentences might have
(i) He's er (i) ‘l love you very much’;
glad or \{efy charming’ ; (iii) ‘I'm very
reau); m 0 |.l0ve you so much that |
c armin;stzklss you'’; (ii) ‘He's so

escribe b n‘?it.words are inadequate to
CanNot exprae arnd (iii) ‘I'm so glad that |
dekhuny .bpress‘ it’. In Assamese,
' You haf/ ea ahiche (cryar wifie, meaning
in Gotg/ come here to show ...... 1) as
Zhichs NI Saf-Savitr hoi dekhuwaba
You ha(\f:mmm@m T (R T
Sal arg Sf_io.me as a combined replica of
absolutel avitr! to show........!") is an
does OCCZI:";COmpIete sentence, though it
among wom requently in the quarrels
hearg reprimen' Many mother-in-laws aré
With Suct anding their daughter—iﬂ’Ialws
arises - pg tords. The question now
before think'he women start talking
answer ﬂ:‘)g? We have no categorica
Jespersen > B“f we like to quote Ot
' anguag:a:ymg in his famous book,
and Origjn- s Nature, Developmen®
Sooner formédp;lgom?tn's thought 1

ou \ n uttered'. In

Sman's noygj John of Ji'ngalo', a

.young qi
Now, g gir saye: !
8ong Girg A ¥s:* I talk so as to find OUt
ne /98

what | think'. It is probably because of
this innate habit of women that women
stammerers are far lesser in the world
than men stammerers.

As taboos control a bigger part of

woman's life, many women, even today,

do not mention the names of their
husbands or their superiors. An
Assamese woman, therefore, uses
words like grhastha (=2, the family man),
ed (@4, this man), ekhet (aws, this
ﬁeﬁson) to mean her husband, whereas
uit Bengali counterpart uses words like
As’ (B, he) and kartd (3, master). An
b Ssamese woman uses terms like iyar
( :;ek (7= 2w, his father) / eir bapek
m“‘w her father), iyar bartak &M
fathe the elder brother of this child's
br, othr) to refer to her husband or elder
marr.er"”‘ law, whereas a Bengall
(ez ied woman uses words like or bab2
sér:m) and or jethu(e ug) to refer .to lthe
kal € persons. Wo (=) in Hindi as in ‘W0
(o &yepge (s s, He wil cOmE
in H"°W) and hey (2) in Binari Hind! 8%
catChey.' '\?ko pakriye (& & T, Y'ou
St him') or O jras in'O ji sunte fo’
USuaﬁw #, Hello Mr, do you listen ?)

Y refer to the husband. In the towns
to ﬁ.\ss.'am- the housewives usuarlly refer
Sentzlr husbands by their titles I
entences like 'Saikiz i gharat N4l
oo s 7, “Saikia Is ! at home

ay 23' ﬁgor 4 bajaraloi olai gaiche t(:‘ﬂi
Wiz, ‘Bora has gone to e
:c?;r et'). When a woman refers t0 0
somesses another married woman ina
SQm:\tthat formal manner, she
@), gmes adds the teminine suffix 77
Wo;do her husband's title and creatés
Sa,-k_s_"ke Borani (xR, Mrs. Bora),
ol (e, Mrs Saikia), Hazarikan/

R, Mrs, Hazarika) etc. Aga it is
P ‘

found that a married maid-servant is very
often addressed not by her own name
but as the mother of one of her children,
e.q. Kidrar mak (ffoar T, Kitira's -
mother), Ghidrar mak (fRfoar 7w, Ghitira's
mother), Rabir mak (afa ==, Rabi's
mother). Sometimes the names of the
children of some maid-servants are
invented or given according to some fixed
patterns. Thus, in certain areas of
Mangaldoi, Sukanir mak (oHR T1%,
mother of Sukan) and Gellir mak (R
%, mother of Gelli) have become the
usual names of the maid-servants on the
assumption that the children of such poor
maid-servants must be either ricketty
(Sukan, S¥1 meaning ‘dry' / ‘ricket) or
rontten (ge/a, ¢ meaning ‘rotten’).
Women aré generally superstitious.

They avoid uttering names of evil spirits

and refrain from mentioning inauspicious

or evil things. A negative word, .
particularly about paddy and rice,. is
considered inauspicious by Bengali
women. So when the stock of padqy or
rice in the family becomes low, they use
the word paranta (9% On the increase)

as in Améar ghare g cdl baranta, (SR T
erally meaning, ' The stock

o o7 ) it :
of rice in my house today is on the
increase’. A section of women refrarrr
from uttering the names of certain things
bat, turmeric and teeth

at night. Snake, :
are gome of the things which are referred

euphemistic words by many
fsgzrre\ege and Bengali women at night.
An Assamesé woman usually refers to a
snake as dighall (@, fong) or dlgI?al
aruwd (@ long ant) or rachi (&,
rope), whereas her Bengali counterpart )
it as /ata (=, creeper) or poka
poken of as 'rat

a night rover) by a Bengali




O SRl

woman'. The usual Assamese and
B_enggll name for turmeric powder at
night is ragguri (3R, powdered colour)
Some Assamese women refer to the .
teeth as Sl (F=, stone) at night. Some of
the abt?ve examples illustrate the fact tl?u
a considerable section of women are :
only superstitious but also euphemi .ngt
the speech habit. stem
_ As noted by Otto Je
English w'o-men are shy ofsg\?:\e:t't;nriiny
:me wz;cri' |nqe<?e'nt'. .lnstead, they use ?he
term im as in : ' This is a little h'm, isn't
w'o 'rd ,'nakov?r, they also avoid naming the
word ;d and replace it by the phrase
to tak ?holl’ every stitch from the body'. To
iy re' , they use the term' the oth'er
pi a very uncomfortable place’
omen are shy of mentioning some

parts' of their anatomy and som e
functions of their physiology ande |
thefefore, .invent euphemistic wo'rd
periphrastic expressions to dep t Pl
parts or functions. A large nu t: " o
such words relate to pregnan? o
menstruation. To refer to pregn);aancl
Assamese women use some spne‘z'm '

terms of their own, as
] a-t >3
9 2R, there has beeg iothd hows (s

body) or g4 bhari (st ‘sﬁq Z::btl)e? With the
gzzn Eeavy) and g2 narys (ﬁl:ﬁ}z\ b
y has been sick). The euphen the
expression g4 bandha howg (memistuc
lsstc:Jps odf ttr:e body's flow or mens:‘i:?m '
Wom: : oth by Assamese ang Ben ﬂgw)
o n (o} denotg pregnancy, A co gali
_ gali euphemism for this phe men
Is cele pete 47 (¢ cos wm) cnot_nenon
the child to the womb). Assameer ™ ©
::,omen use words like g4 beyz ?:,
(Ee body has been sick), janjalat pgrs
(mara@ *1, fallen in dirt or filth), g4 yoa
art, flow of the body), pagar bam':’ 4

both in Ag

SEASTL L

{Loxz; a(‘:ismﬁi? caal.. be out of the kitchen)
o menstruation or menstruating
n ition. Though women are fond of
using egphemistic words and
::(:;e:suons. thgre are occasions when
abusivg not hesuta?e to use some strong
o words which are not usually
o xsm:n. Two common abusive
' nas;ajﬁt? by an Assamese woman are
. nas:a‘gt'(mm and nasfajowa (RwR) .
instead ,lf i, the §econd element jati,
characteo meaning caste, means
abuses ;sor chas:tity. and, therefore, one
unchaste w"as.tajatl is supposed to be an
characte, Nomaq or a woman without
s used tc; mas.tajow.a‘, on the otherhand,
or moral I €an a man without character
degl’l'ty. ‘Gheketikhowa
being,sut;je :tpr:’ved of self-respect by
freatments) eihto -frequent insults or ill-
- tigér? ari (2R, pig), baghekhat!
Woman wi eater), daggkat/ (i), a
| omi:‘nanly nature), kulaksania
abusive o ous) etc. are some other
freely use s the Assamese women
quarrels, | :galns.t their opponents in
Bengai w : nl‘dentlcal situations, the
Sy ev“-fen use words like kalamukhl
TR, by l:;"ed), and porarmukhi
under attacy -faced) etc. If the person
Widow, tha I8 a barren woman or a
Weapc;ns toattacker sets sharper
woman s atrse against her. A barren
isa acked with words like 2%kUri
h engali and b4 (16, barren)
SWimkha-;:mese and Bengali.
the Oftugeq o husband-eater) iS
Widow, Whe Weapon against a Bengali
(Mg ‘B cv:;as giriyekar mir khowa
head) is 5 A eater of the husband's
équently used weapon

against he
rA
SSamese w, SSamese counterpart.

, o -
Nowgo Gms'»c""we'meg - men, specially of rural
. ne/q
00 -

areas, even go to the extent of uttering a
curse like * phulate biri habi’ (e
R,'You will become a widow in the very
night of your phulasayyd, i.e the first night
of the consummation of marriage’).
m\:‘n a man is targetted in attack a
b an ”SU?"y questions his manliness
Y using a lively phrase like mekhelatalia
gm » one r?maining under the
woma of mekheld, the Assamese
that thn S tradltloﬁnal garment) to mean
a Be e person is extremely timid. When
of thggah woman abuses another woman
mukh same race, she uses words liké
faces;)ujn( 3248, burner of other people’s
by the akkhichari (7= Twrél, abandoned
Wrecth goddess Laksm/), abhagi (eret,
count ed), whereas her Assamesé
erpart might use words like sékhini
WOma: A, a voluptuous woman or @
are- of the third sexual category),
movinga;n (ans-=9), a loose woman
Staying rom house to house and not
bsgh_tg Ia"YWhere for a long time) and
Outra ele-khts (a-rets A1, an _
ven 9(-6 ous woman capable of digesting
rli'bukel%ers‘ oil). A tale-bearer is usually
cored as a kupun/ (@), both I
Mese and Bengali.
n Asl-o drive one of such people away
barha amese woman might say Tok
eat nire kobam (cors v cer, | wil
engi?u with a broomstick’, whereas her
ihégig ! Counterpart might saY, ‘Take .
will driS;d 4y karbo (et ciféca TR ¥ |
foomeg T er away by applying @
feels th ick’). The reason why @ _woman
Such € necessity of a broomgtlclf for
Ool shUrposes is that broomstick 1 the
An S € Usually uses to clean her houée-
Samese peasant in such

Cirg .
| u.mStances might possibly saY Tak

~—
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du cheo karim’ (or yrre 3R, ‘1 will cut
him into two’) and @ Bengali peasant of
the East Bengal origin might say - Tare
kaityd hal bam ( “ora F! JAIT, I,
halbam is corrupt for wam, phaibam, ' |
will cut him into two) simply because
plough and sickle are the tools the rural
agricultural people are habituated to use.
The words asabhya ( ==,

uncivilized) and abhadra ( ©rg,

immodest) which are oft-used by women
are not abusive in all situations. When
they are used in an angry mood, they are
abusive, but in most of the cases they

are two terms of cordiality or
endearment. Abhadra ( 5<2) and more

frequently asabhya (=vre)) are two

important words used by yound women
in love and the persons against whom
they areé used accept these not as bullets

or brickbats but as roses or jasmines.
Thus, women use some spegcial

words which are their own words and not
used by men. sometimes the dialect of

women of some particular areas become

_upinteligible to those of some other
unintelig uch words which

areas. They use some s
have no definite origin. They create the
words out of their imagination and use

them mostly among them:selves‘ They
use some particular abusive words

which are not even

e more conservative,
mistic words than

it pe said that

_Even then, it can
nw1::1en exercise a great and far-fetched
inguistic development

r refined and veiled and
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SOME DIFFICULTIES FAGED BY THE nSSAMESE
AND BENGALI SPEAKERS IN THE PRODGCTION
- OFENGLISH SpuNps

Mitali Dag

Collaborators : Marjin Ahmed, Trishn.;a Baruah, Tp.c i vr.

<~

There are four ski
language : (i) listening, (
(iii) reading and (iv) wiiti
last and the final skill, th
evaluation in respect of
learning of a language i
basis of his writing. Th
listening and speaking,
neglected and unheede
goes through the proce

IS in leaming 4

i) speaking,

ng. Writing is the
Ough most of the
a students

S made on the

e first two skills,
rémain most

d, while 3 Student

ss of Iearning a

of English will rece
the educationists

as the teachers o
levels.

ive proper attention of
of our country as well
f English at various

We have made here a very brief
and random attempt to show what
difficulties the Assamese and Bengali
SPeakers of English very frequently faceé
In-the Production of some English

new language, Particularly g 'anguage s{Junds. We like to begin our discussion
that is not his mother tongue, namely With some of the English consonants.
English. Many teachers

» also, are not

the outset of our attempt tc
competent enough to teach English b Campare the consonants in English with
aking the proper sounds. N y hose in Bengali and A se, it woul
making the proper s >- Naturally, the be 3 -Ngall an ssamese,
listening and speaking skills of a Jarge PPropriate to mention that the

number of students remain Undevelq
and unnourished. Many of them, eye
after obtaining very high marks in
English, can neither understang 5 Native
English speaker’s speech nor can ta)

intelligibly to him. We hope, this basic “ -
and fundamental problem in the Ieaming

ped ”Q'lsh Consonants /p/, #/ and /k/ are
n aspirated before stressed vowels or

| accented syllapjes, though their
coesponding consonants in Indian
languages (including Hindi, Assamese
and Bengali) are not. Assamese and

Bengali haye /P, fth/ and /kh/, all
aspirate

N r |
‘ % in words like phut ( g, flower)
’_\% .
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thik ( %=, correct) and kham (envelop),
but they are vastly different sounds and
are represented by different letters.
Again, English /t/ and /d/ are often
articulated as retroflex /t/ and /d/ by many
Indians including the Bengalis. I_n -Bengall,
I and /d/ occur in words fike taka .
(b=, rupee) and dal (s, pulse).. As in
English, /t/ and /d/ are alveolar in
Assamese, while in Bengali there are X
dental /t/ and /d/ also. As a result of suc
differences and divergences, we come
across  the following kinds of p!'oblemsa in
our English pronunciation. English words
like ten fteny and den /den/ are very often
Pronounced ften/ and /den/ by many

eNngali speakers of English. This

aPpens because many Bengali o
SPeakers replace the alveolar /t/ and

ﬁtheil‘ own retroflex /t/ and /d/ even
While the English. .

In Xssslz\?\?:se, ?he pronunciation of

W31t ang o[y, and (i) sld and 7(d]

in
are not conspicuously different, at least

Many places. As /d/ is no problematic
S0Und with most of the Assamese .
“Peakers of English, some Assames tal
SPeakerg tend to replace the intfa'(.je;
by alveolar /d/ as a result of whilc
the English word then /den/ may 9‘?‘
confused with their pronunciation © of
“Nother English word den /den. It is.
Course, g very minor problem and 0
N a very small number of cases- mes
The problem, however, beCc'he
cha"ensling as soon as we ente'rt
Westion of aspiration. The E"g"ih
SPirated sounds are pr, trand K i
Sreas the Assamese and Bendd kh]
Pirated sounds are [ph], (th] and [
'°h are represented by ®5an .
resDec:tively. Naturally, the pronun

\

as

jation

ccurs

o}

i i tan and can
English words like pan, »
?r]:ay t?ecame sim (pheen) & (thaen) and
4 (khaen), if proper care isinot taken by
the Assamese and Bengali speake_rs of
English before aspirating their /p/s, Itls
S.
andMWe, now, like to dwell on an .
extremely mischievous sound for fa larg
number of Assamese sPee;tII(lers o
i nd that sound is /tl/. o
Enghsgo?ne Assamese speakers, fa}hng
to produce /tf/ replace it w_lth Is! ohr. / r: )
/?I/?s a palato-alveolar affricate \rn‘/ ic
does not occur is Assamese. ;E/ e"):
therefore, replace /tl/ by /s/ ord 3 "
Assamese therefore, ch:;;:k (h ;\at o
' Isnkl, ¢ :
ccurs as suck . -
:zesr;rget (lit), cheap Hizpl als sg:;fe/h p
m/ as sum [ sAm /, ! .
Z’}:;"dlgg soak | seuk / cheek, I ikl a

i/ and SO on. .
soek l'?ll:lzlAssamese and Bengali

are not much usec} to_ produce /f/

/, both labio-dental fncatlvesr,‘.l ich
" they produce /ph/ and /b ich
mStea('j’ d bilabial plosives. In A.ssamrds
o ot li /ph/ and /bh/ occur in WO ol
and Bengal (g embroidered) and b z;
liks P ’fulamThe Er;glish sounds /f/ and grh]
o trrluceer)e.fore, articulated as [phl and [l
are,

d Bengali
Assamese ap o
o mangls and words like ﬁx' and :ctivew
o hiks' and ‘bheks’ resp chively
Octc:l’i? :pzech. Itis important ton
in the

ilabial plosives
ph] are bila . 1
lphl ani [/fl ]and vl are labio ‘:7?;2), [phl
whers® The replacement 0 fore, be
e W by [oh] should not,therefore, b
and v/ by s an ordinary digres

upon a y o
:‘oorl:\e?hepBritish RP (Receive
ro

Pr°nu$f,i:tisc::r:1)ﬁd o/ in English is

tongues




generally replaced by the Bengali
speakers by the aspirated dental plosive
/th/. But in Assamese, /th/ is an aspirated
alveolar plosive. In Assamese and
Bengali th/ occurs in a word like katha
(w: speech), where [th] is a clear
gsplrated plosive. But /6/, as in this /6in/
is an intra-dental fricative and, as it is 3 l
fricative, the question of aspirating it does
not arise. But anomaly does arise when
an Assamese replaces this /6/ by his
alveolar [th] or a Bengali by his dental
ﬁh]. 10 /is softer then Ath/. While an

ssamese or a Bengali spe ‘
tpin /8in/ by [thin, ﬁag], heprezll(aec:erseplaces
(i} an intra-dental sound by an alveolar or
a dental one, (ii) a fricative by a plosive
and (iif). an unaspirated sound by an '
aspirated one.

/6/, another intra-dental fricative i
English, causes no minor probT:ra:“llaitl:
for the Assamese and for the Bengali
because it does not exist in their '

languages. The Bengali # producing [d]
§ound is a dental plosive, whereas /a/
lr:; tthenl,| is an intra-dental fricative 58
aturally, when the Bengali ,
English replace /8en/ byg[dez;)’etigrs .
replace not only an intra-denta’l sound b
a deptal one, but also a fricative by a !
plos.vve. In Assamese also, 7 [d] isya |
plosive, and either a dental or an alveol
sound; and naturally an Assamese N
§peaker's production of /6/ gets
lnﬂuer;fed by his own [th].
As regards the fricative /z/ i
be said with no shade of doubtzih:tci??
an alveolar sound in both Assamese a:zd
English. But the Bengali speakers ténd to
pronounce it as a dental fricative /d3/, o
the.other hand, is a palato-alveol-ar o
affricate. Though there are & and 3 in

Assamese and Bengali , their difference
hardly occurs in speech. Moreover, /d3/
is almost totally absent from both the
Ianguages. Naturally, in an Assamese or
Zengall speaker's production of /z/ and
. 3/ we get either an amalgamation of
both or a whimsical replacement of one
m}({ the other. As a result of this, words

e goo/ zu:/ and Jew/d3u:/, zest/izest/
Iavr:d Jestidzest/, waysiweiz/ and wage
ge?:c?;l{ffuzz,’ baz/ and budgel bad3/
ot Sefi in their speech. When such
pheanﬂy whimsical and unwelcome
o IFr:t;)?enon occurs in the speech habit
of Engi ss:amesg and Bengali speakers
fricatioe  the difference between (i) 2
Aol and an affricate and (i) an
haywiresar"l?ha palato-alveolar sound goes
remaing %o e or.ﬂy consolation that
and faay r the.llnguist is that both /z/

A3 are voiced consonants.
most o fst::tremely perilous problem for
speakers OfAssa‘mese and Bengali
attempt to English arises out of their
alveolar fri pl’gduce {3’ , @ voiced palato-
Assames catlve:-. existing neither in
in e veryehnor in Bengali. This /3/ occurs
conClugs, andful qf English words like
occasion N, confusion, decision,
Vision Asalg.?easure, pleasure, barrage,
azure' leis ter, prestige, explosion,garagé:
divisic;n trure, beige, mirage, erosion,
and USL‘uye\Zfl{re, treasury, usual, casudh
Words, o) - While pronouncing these
Bengélis Most all the Assamese and
183/ or byfeplace 13/ either by /z/ or by
hardly o an amalgamation of both. /3/
mes to the Assamese and

B .
ngali speakeps tongue.

W

questioneol;a;ve to come back to the

2, whon 2/ we have left incomplete-
€presented by 's' in spelling,

—

~
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very often becomes /s/ in the speech of
many Assamese and Bengali speakers.
Thus, ‘falls' /fo:1z/ occurs as 'false’ /fo:ls/
and 'fears' ffioz/ as ‘fierce’ / fios/ in their
Pronunciation. How many of us
Pronounce the well-known English word
houses' as /hausiz/ ? Not many, we are
Sure.
becs The unvgiced glottal fricative /hl.
the smes a voiced glottal fricative /A/ in
AsSapeECh of many Indians. In
WordTese and Bengali, /R/ occurs in @
Engi :':e Aat (zrs, hand). Hat/haet/ in
emfn bECOmes /haet/ in Bengali. It
tongy es funnier on many Assamese
SDeakeS' because many Assamese
I/ ers, failing to produce both /h/ and
» Pronounce / hest/ as /het.
English, Assamese and Bengall
°0mn::e three nasals /m/,/n/ and fp/ in
mannern' There is no difference in the
ese s and places of articulation of
3 worg ?Il: nds. But problem occurs when
Suffix ukl e sing /siny is followed by 2
SSamee -er or -ing. Many Bengalis and
Isiygor /Se Pronounce singer Isia/ as
and ore and singing s/ as Isipgng/
ate ludicrous situations.

TORUM A4
On, Unciation of finger ffinel as / figge/

haVe

E"Sll:r?ga /'is also quite common in the

enga":peech of many Assamese and

thOUgh t- Most of us forget the fact that,
here is ‘g’ in spelling,/g/ is an

e

andst aev'"anOUS sound for the Bengal
sDelling_g‘ss‘amese. Their habit to make
l’eSDOn ased pronunciation is mainly
Wil g Sible for this bad habit which W€

s
Cuss separately in this study-

as por Mogs/ ag /loggal or hanger Iheend/

e .
these ?,Sme guest in the pronunciation of
/ ords. We, however, do not label /

consonant that exists in both Assamese
and Bengali. In English, It/ is a post-
alveolar consonant. This /r/ creates little |

problem to the Bengalis and the
Assamese. But problem occurs when the
retroflex Bengali /f/ tries to influence
some Bengallis’ pronunciation of Irl. In
Bengali, /f/ occurs in words like har (e,

bone) and bar (77, increase). It is
important to note that many Bengali
speakers of English pronounce the words
hardl ha:d/ as / ha:y/ (T9) and bard/ ba:d/
as/ /bay/ T©) and provide us with

amusement.

Though the semi-vowel /w/ does

not cause much problem to the o
Assamese, some Bengalis replace it with
/5!, In his ‘A Bengali Phonetic Re?der',

Suniti Kumar Chatterjee defines O as

follows: .
"BiA" consonantal” 0, being an ©

: h as in

ronounced very short, very mluc_ ]

gw in the English word' power .(—p"aoa),
ribed (pa0o)- itisa

generally transc i
o g ss glide sound. .
frictionless @ 5] ocours in @ word like

In Bengali,
5a (M ing meals).
%o dada (Neq-TeT, taking
e B ji 6/ does not represent tpe
r production of

_For the prope
j psis @ must, what

t do when

intend to discuss the )
the Assamese an
P e i b)’In their production of

Bengali sP€ Is
the English sz‘é":tio‘n of yowel-sounds in

The distt em'arkably from that

h differs quite 'S : -
Efn tgt:I: Assamese and Bengali vowel-
gound‘s. in English there aré

L&t us now come to /r/, an alveolar V
| i 05
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Pure vowels whereas there are 14 each
:2 Assamese and Bengali. But neither the
thssamese nor the Bengali produce all
' i\ vowel sounds that theoretically exist
;?/ ssam.ese a_nd Bengali. For example
A.s :anr: e/u./, which theoretically exist in ,
| As‘samese.and Bengali, seldom occur in
A sg and Bengali speech, though
ey_prommently occur in Hindi. In
Er.1.gllsh, fi:/ oceurs in a word Ii.ke heat
/it / and /1/ in a word like hit fnxt /. Th
Assgmese fil which is longer than e
English _/I/, but shorter than /i:/ occurs j
a worc! like swam/ (=@, husba}md) _IE-IFS "
same is the case with the Benga.li e
speakers who also have this swamjand
a numl?er of words like it that contai '
in §pelhng. But, interestingly enou hm'a
neither /t/ nor /i:/ but /i/ that occurg i '
pronunciation of most of them. A .
lr;asult qf this, many Assamesé a:dél
a:g%f;llspealfers pronounce both eat/ j-t/
and as I.|t/. This habit of replacin ’
/ ?nfj /i1 by /il does confuse th :
gg‘;\:nﬁlatlon of words like five and °
foa, h'e /s,.t gnd least, fist and feast hill
ane se:r; ZII and feel, sit and seat,'sin
i incly many Indian speakers of
cndlen uding the Assamese ang
gal nd the
net/ne':‘/g?sm lel, as in the English word
o ine Iél a very ‘€ommon sound in al|
e nggages including Assamese
oy c"ggah. It occurs in a word like pet
Lowi , stornach) that exists in both
e tmgly, indeed, /e/ and /t/ come .
o Ass: each other in English, though
oo ;n/ese a_nd the Bengali tend to
g Ie/a as .Ie/, which is longer than
o as [i]. In unstressed positions
poi es S0 short that it becomes
indistingusihable from /o/. Thus

;narfetl ‘mo:klt / is very often heard as
ma:kat/ in an English speaker's
:rgr;?‘unqatlon, whereas an'Assamese or
can g rg;l; speak'er feels satisfied if he
Ima:(r)két/fmce it /ma:(r)ket/ or even
But thIi:.f/ : a common sound in English.
AsSamas ry so_und occurs neither in
Assames: nor in Bengali. The common
oo /a-/at;‘d Bengali speakers often
. English" y /al. Therefore, calm/ka:m/
Kamy b I|1s often substituted for by
Bengaliyspez ;ommon Assamese and
chortr Io?;s. We all know that /al is
desen-/r:z vowel sounds /u/ and /u:/ also
,connectiosemal attention in this
word fike .:/n English, /v/ occurs in a
Junel dsui'w POY and /u:/ in a word like
Assameséll/ - Some Bengali and
e by [ w?félkgrs replace both /o/ and
onger the:n/ ich is shorter than /u/, but
confusion O/. This leads to the
foolfful/ ang Pronunciation of words like
samenn » nftélllfoll, because many
Prono-L'l_t;ce both iznﬁtjlli Spealers
sound fo?ur?\h 19/ is not at all a difficult
Bengall s ost of the Assamese and
o repgz:klers of English, many of
Ut of fagpes 9:/ either by /o/ or by /o/
produce 5 lc)ss or unwillingness to
Of this, gy ;719 vowel sound. As a result
as oo, /kotg/’ t kot is often pronounced
stok/ by manor Stalk /sto:x/ as stock
hreg o3;hAssamese and Bengalis.
lot of Droblé er pure vowels causing @
Assameny ams to a sizeable section of
English o Ind Bengali speakers of
hem ocey, 8/, /N and /3:/, since none ©
S In their mother-tongues.

IN and /3:
3./ are often replaced by /al of

|
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even by /a:/, in their speech, as a result
of which words like come / kam / and
calm /ka :m/, cuff Ikaf/ and calf / ka:fl,
/bardi ba:d/ and bird /bz:dl, sum Isam/
and psalm /sa:m/ often become
indistinguishable from each other in their
pronunciation. The half-open central
vowel /a/ is, perhaps, the most
Z:’\b‘ematic of the three. Many Bengalis
Qrdploy leel and many Assamese /el in
thiser to avoid the trouble of producing
fan non-existent sound in their own
the?::‘ges. The word about /abadt/,
man OBre, often occurs as Jeebaut/ in
’eba{m engali speaker's speech, and as
speak in the speech of many Assamese
Speakers' Many Assamese and Bengali
circy ers who under normal
pmn:‘St‘an'ces fail to give the proper
OWe\:‘c'at'On of /a / sometimes,
Word l'ir' surprize us by pronouncing @
or sy ike suppose /sepevz/ as fsnpe0Z!
of COEDI'ess Isepres/ as Jsapres/. ThiS,
Of’broése'_ proves that they aré capable
cor ucing /a/, though not always at the
Tect places. ,
Writin VYe have seen many of our friends
Dronc?u b?d habit' as 'bed hebit and '
em 1’_‘9‘"9 the two words as they writé
Prodyc his takes us to the failure of
SSam'ng 2/ by a large number of
absentefse speakers of English. AS
System fom the Assamese vowel
worg p. even the well-known English
(beIJK) ank | beeyx/ is written as T
& an on the signboards. There ganﬂo"
: maiy °Plection to this so far as it
s e:\s in the Assamese spelling
holish but its attempt to infuenc®
anger pronunciation system migh
ous. Unless the students ¢

the
t be

jael I8

primary level, it will be very difficult to
correct this mistake at the higher level
when even small mistakes get deep-
rooted . We have heard innumerable
students, even teachers, pronouncing
bank/baenx/ as Jbenx/, rank freegx / as
Jfrexk!, /habit /eebit/ as /hebit/ and so on.
If this is not remedied, it will be difficult to
ascertain whether mat or met, bag or
beg, pan or pen, jad or led are occurring
in the English speech of a section of

Assamese speakers.

‘A we come to the question of
diphthongs, we see that in Assamese
there are 19 diphthongs, in Bengali 25
and in English only 8. Though Bengali
and Assamese have more diphthong$s
than English, there occur some problems
while producing some English diphthongs

by some Assamese and Bengali
speakers. One of such problems 0ccurs
in the pronunciation of the word near
ntal. Itis generally pronounced lnugt(r)/by
most of the Assamese and Bengali

i d Ie/
eakers of English, for the soun
o ist in both the languages. The

is that in both Assamese
ali there is fial as in bia ’l~ bia /
and B . Another diphthongvleal,

ich occurs neither in Assamese nor in
whie? 9 i ish, is quite
‘ i d Bengali
enging tot Assamese and
o gf nglish. For the proper
—tion of a word like bearfbea/,
t of the diphthong Jes/is @

loymen _ .
the emp it exists neither in Bengali

ese. Some Bengali and .
rSs, therefore, in their
nce bear properly,
ich exists in both
g. pareoti kal

ese 2 3
7@, often times) I

Magq
€ 10 produce /ae/ prOperIy from the 7
—




geo (cs, sing) in Bengali. A very
?mpo_rtant matter that we like to point out
in this connection is that most of the
Bengali and Assamese speakers do not
take the trouble of giving the British RP
(Received Pronounciation) of bear /bes/
They rather produce their own diphthoné
fial and simply say it as / bia(r)/. As we
have already mentioned that /1a/, as in
bear, is a stranger to Assamese and
Bengali, the word beer/bia/ is also
pronounced /bia(r)/ by a large number of
Assamese and Bengali. The third
problematic diphthong ending in /a/ is
/va/ as in poor Ipval . Most of the
Bengalis unhesitatingly replace this lua/
by fuq!, as in kuo (zzm, well) which they
have in their mother-tongue. The English
Word poor, therefore, occurs as /poo(r)/
in the English speech of most of the
tE:]engaliz. The Assamese pronunciation of
e word | i
LIS hris_ls also not remarkab{y different
~ Among the three English
diphthongs ending in I, namely /er/ /.
and /e1/, it is only /et/ as in gate, th 't gU
not properly pronounced by a se’ctioa:l 5
Assgmese and Bengali speakers of g
English, though it is not at all a diffi
so_und _for them. Despite the fact th| t fej
ex_lsts in both the languages e Aa &
teich/ B. teis (Assamese aﬁq/ge ali
=21, twenty-three), the Assamee-.engall
t‘he Bengalis pronounce English w e
like gate /ge1t/ and mate fmeItfaslorgs
and /me:t/ respectively. Some Assge.t;
and Bengali speakers are, howey s
lazy to lengthen their /e/s, as ar b
which words like gate and get fa?ls o
fell, tale and tell, mate and me:t e?nd
confused in their pronunciation ;
The diphthong /av/, as in g0 /9oy,

cult

does not go without a friend in Assamese
or Bengali. The Bengali diphthong /ou/ as
In gourab/gourob/ ¢, pride) and the
Assamese diphthong /ou/ as in bau (&,
elder brother's wife) seem very close to
/20/. But many Assamese and Bengali
Speakers of English are heard saying
words like go and foe as /go:/ and /fo:/
respectively, without ever trying to
Produce /au/ which is indispensable for
the proper pronunciation of these words.
I We g[l know that the English
anguage is most illogical in its spelling
system. The spelling and pronunciation of
English words very often stand apart and
thow No sign of intimacy. George
th?arrl]zard Shaw, therefore, once said that
writtenghSh wo_rd fish can easily be _
i N @s ghoti on the following grounds -
) gh as in cough produces /f/ ;
(i © as in women produces /1/;
(ii) i @s in nation produces /. ’
IndiamUsnfortunately, indeed, most of the
31 Peakers of English, including the
Englishese and the Bengali, develop thel
bkt SPeech on the basis of such
Systeymrr;:mnal and illogical spelling
spellin ‘-b ost of their pronunciations a®
Fact thar 1 ey very often ignor® il
o at the letter 's', as in sugar and
s 'i'hC:n and does produce /[/, and not
il word sugar /fugs / very often
%o suras /suga:/ in their pronunciation
he influe lual as /sjual (probably unde’
Ipjual) u_?nce of the pronunciation of e
produé he pr_eﬂx pre does not alway® n
preposﬁ-/pm: it produces /pre/ also, 8° '
e 0n. But most of the school-
Preposi?- ask their students to pronoun®
the studmn / prepasifn/ as/pripazin/ a"
g ents, under the presidentshiP ©
ane, do that. In the prcmu.mcif:lt“'-’rI i

N 2 i}
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words like adjective | esdziktiv/, adjacent
[ adze1snt/, adjoin lodzoin/, adjourn /
0'd3a:n/, adjudge lo'dzadz/, adjunct
ledzAnkt/ and adjust /o'dzast/ the letter
'd' needs to remain silent. But how many
school-students are expected to escape
scolding in the class if they do not
Produce /d/ while they pronounce these
words? Many school-teachers insist upon
fhe Pronunciation of Wednesday/
We‘nzdxf as /wednesde1/ simply because
Fheir own pronunciations are highly
Infiuenced by the spellings. Though
t®achers do not ask the students to
Pronounce door /do:/ as /dua/ in imitation
of poor / puo/, many of them ask the
Etuuldents to pronounce boor /bua/as /
Th.(r)f and moor / mua/ as / mu:(r)o/.
Ca: D|U_ra| ending 's', in a large number
e ©s, is pronounced /s/ by most of the
EnS?mese and Bengali speakers of
i g fSh,.though every phonetician Knows
hat it will be a miscarriage of the English
I?k Onetic system if the final ‘s’ in words
© bottles, mouths, things, paths, 1e9s

aNd sums are pronounced /s/ and not /2/

T
hough there is 'gh' represented by the

letter =, in both Assamese and Bengali,
there is no /gh/ sound in English. We
have 'gh' in English spelling, but no /gh/
sound in English pronunciation. Naturally,
words like ghastly /ga:stit/, gherkin
/ga:kin/, ghettol getou/, ghost /geust/ and
ghoul / gu:l/ occur without /gh/ in the
native English speaker's speech. But
many Assamese and Bengali speakers,
too much obsessed with the spellings,
employ their own /gh/, a velar aspirate,
instead of the velar non-aspirate/g/
while pronouncing these words. Though
Indian students are acquainted with the
sound /er/, being produced by ‘@', as in
dateldett/, a large number of teachers
pronounce datalderto/ as /da:ta/, which
influence the speech habit of their
students also. We think, the mistakes of
most of the Indian speakers of English
can easily be got rid of if the teachers
teaching English at the lower level get
properly trained in pronunciation and _gwe
utmost importance to the first ‘two gk:l!s
of |anguage-learning, namely listening

and speaking.
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TEARS THAT TELL

Syeda Tasfiya Huda, 7.0.. First Year

Yards away, a deep wood lies,
Where faint memory of pain cries
R Andithrough its billowing boughs,
G My pain rises but never dies,

When'.eVEWhere winter fades
SR b - /Andispring, smiling, tabes the spade,
e Toffillthis earth with blooming pride,
My:heart, alone, Weeps and sighs.

As ripples in the river dance,
- Andllittle birds hop in the fence,

~ Cnying, as f gone insane,
AR T ears, my tears, flow like Nile.
"~ Asthe viood now stan
And every moment seems strangely pale,

An unknown fear gripped my soul
And the fear, the feartold

“Never will youreach your goal.' o

ds bare and still

UFE
* Dollymoni: Dutta; TD.C. First Year

What is life? | question myself. Minakshi*GoswamL H.S. Fi_rét“é_’ear

An adventure or hurdles of time itself;
Often troubles lead the path,
With miseries filled is the heart

- Here the nights are long.
~ But not that alWays somows last, | ‘

Without you .......

|||||||||

SELF -]

UDGEMENT

Dinee Samad, T.D.C. Second year

Abhishek came running home.
When he knocked the door, his mother
opened it. He seemed excited_ and his
hands were red with blood. His mother
was shocked at his look. To her queries

he replied that he had a fight with his &

friend, during which he was injured. His |

mother believed him. She gave hir:_ fg:i
—aid and told him to take rest. f\b hist\'.f-‘ie
felt miserable. It was a blatant lie that R€ S5

told his mother. That day he had .
committed a murder of a rich

-
s ]
&

aged to escape from POHC?'
Abhishek's sister Shiela.was,Very

. arted. One
gentle, intelligent and kind hearted: One

whom she loved much. ‘Even then Sht?] N

decided not to tell anything to her n}oher

and the police as it was the case 0

r.

. bgoc:rnz days later Shiela read a
" hews in the daily newspaper abt::utl an
ipcident of killing gf mnocent_ peopsr,nmit_
‘hcluding small children, besides r; pud
tiifng rape on a number gf women yf r
militants. She then realised that so fa

.-;_b'eébie had remained silen'f and_ inacc:itwe,
—_without caring to oppose this evil an
" desfiuctive force, and as such their .
Eiﬁgﬁtality has become sick leading |th we
1f&'é§padg_tjqn of society and downfall o

man- £
businessman and had somehow ;

4

lcountry. She realised that she had made
i \é‘%istake by not telling her mother about

Time wipes off the tragio past -

~ Happiness flourishes the heart with,

~ Imparts to struggles a warm relief, ;

* In spheres of life time has the reign, =
Often the failures, then some gain.
Lifeis @ mystery, not all misery,
Confidence: and hope:fil its treasyry,

A sporting spifit soothes the pain,
Th’rdugh‘é”fa’iilﬁ_@-;-pg&vgil_‘s:?-tl'j:éggam‘e,

A cheerful heart and a brave soy,

Bolster the mind and pave for its goal,

As transitory: moments for human it showers

Challenge of Life goes for eternity of hoyrs, &}

Life is like a struggling boat:
In‘a hard storm
Without You :
| 'am afraid to handle:
The so calleg 'life"
Without you .......

. And'l am-ali alone

Without You ...~ ®
This moment | need ‘the: touch”

of your hand, over mine P q
S0 I can feel you like the ocean

My:life is like an ocean of tears

. And |, a rose sans fragrance
Without you....... @

- Here darkness s all around me
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night, Abhishek came home gerséll:;e .
while Shiela was busy at hgr stuth
She questioned her brother apqu'r;EQWéri-
coming, but got a very haugh}y a i
Shiela became curious to kng‘f’: -
brother's business. One day N _f;‘_s
brother's absence, she chgckf% 'iher-' 3
drawers and personal alrnlrahy.;l.- P Ny :
utter surprise, she discoveredﬂ_ft)erro;ist
some important documents of Eout e
gang and also came to know & -
murder from a diary. Her heart W r
broken at the conduct of her brothe

her:brother's crime. On that very day Fs(‘he
fold everything to her mother. Abhishek's
“mother was shocked and hurt when she
heard all about her son. But as she was
"4 lady of character and proper 1udgs- t
;-'nﬁent, hér conscience did not allow ert 0
‘shieldzAbhishek. The next day she wen
“to-the police and told everything to the
authority. She came out of the police
station with a heavy heart, but was happy
and relieved to hand over her criminal
son to the law. @@®@®
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