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From the %mc{ha[’s Desk

'Education is still at a very low ebb
throughout Assam, and that little is confined entirely
to the male sex.! — So wrote John M'Cosh in
1835 in his Topography of Assam. Why was this
gender discrimination ? M'Cosh gives the answer
: 'Learning was thought too dangerous a power to
be entrusted to females : and no man would marry
a girl if she could read or write', Opposition to
women's education has a long history, which cannot
be narrated in a few words. Even the nineteenth
century, which brought about a drastic change of
outlook on almost every subject in every society,
could not extend a whole-hearted and unanimous
support to the question of women's education. In
mid-1880s, Lambodar Bora opposed the
education of women by defining it as Learning to
write letters (i.e. love-letters); not keeping away
from dramas and novels even for a moment;
forgetting regular domestic works like spinning and
weaving; becoming weak, useless, and skin and
bone; making the mind restless, dishonest and hard;
learning how to treat bridegrooms with negligence
and forgetting the kind of works women are meant
for.' To Bora, education for women was a device
'to transform women into men, flowers into thunder
and lakes into deserts.' Significantly, this Bora wrote
a number of essays on the necessity of education,
and the duties and responsibilities of students, but
nowhere did he speak in favour of the education
of women. Education liberates the mind and
women's education is considered indispensable for
the liberation of women. Bora was scared of this
and, therefore, he caricatured women's liberation
as a phenomenon instigating women 'to divorce

their husbands or not to accept them, to go out
alone to flower-gardens to refresh themselves with
fresh air, ... to drive out father-in-laws and mother-
in-laws from the houses or deny them food, to
get domestic works like cooking and serving done
by their husbands ...".

Did not this prejudiced attitude of the male-
dominated society to women's education change
in the twentieth century ? Or has it not changed
even in the twenty-first ? Yes, it has, quite
remarkably, though not fully. The huge gap between
male-female literacy rates is just an indicator.
According to the 2001 census, the male literacy
rate in India is more than 75%, whereas the female
literacy rate is just 54.16%. This is a clear proof
of gender discrimination in Indian society. The
picture of Assam is a bit better so far as gender
discrimination is concerned, though the average
literacy rate in the state is disappointing. In Assam
in 2001, the literacy of women was 61.87% while
that of their male counterpart was 71.83%.

Though both society and the government are
encouraging education in general and women's
education in particular, the prevalence of huge
illiteracy even in the twenty-first century is a matter
to be concerned about. While we come to the
question of women's education in particular, we
feel compelled to say that both society and the
government have still a lot more to do in this field
to ensure an equal and equitable development of
human resources and an improvement in the quality
of life both at home and outside.

'Education is the panacea of all evils', said
Swami Vivekananda. It enables a person to solve
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his or her problems by himself or herself. The
Swami, therefore, gave a lot of emphasis on mass
education. However, by education he meant an
all-round development of man. He said : "We want
that education by which character is formed,
strength of mind is increased, the intellect is
expanded, and by which one can stand on one's
feet'. This was his general opinion on education,
not women's education in particular.

Coming to the specific question of women's
education, Vivekan'nanda expressed his anguish
at the servile condition of Indian women since
time immemorial. 'They (i.e. women)' deplored
the Swami, 'have all the time been trained in
helplessness, servile dependence on others, and
so, they are good only to weep their eyes out at
the slightest approach of a mishap or danger.' He
stressed upon the need for such education for
women as would make them strong not only
intellectually, but also physically and mentally. He
insisted : 'Along with other things they (i.e. women)
should acquire the spirit of valour and heroism. In
the present day, it has become necessary for them
also to learn self-defence.'

Now the question is : Have women nothing
to do for themselves, i.e. for the elevation of their
own status-and position ? Should they perpetually
keep waiting for persons like Rammohan and
Vidyasagar to do everything for them ? We do
not expect twenty-first century women to be so
callous and indifferent in matters relating to their
own interest. We do feel that it is time for women
themselves to understand the necessity of their
empowerment through proper education and
training. Modern world is highly competitive where
women have to secure a space for themselves or,
in Virginia Woolf's words, have 'a room' of their
own, by virtue of their education and excellence.
They have to assert that they can play a significant
role not only in the development of their own

families but also in the development of the nation :
they apart from giving a strong economic support
to their families, can promote the education of
their children and help in the measures against
population rise and the reduction of infant mortality
rate. The high rate of female illiteracy and drop-
out are putting a serious question-mark on the
advancement of India as a strong nation. No one-
winged bird can ever fly. Society in general and
women in particular must understand that the
empowerment of women through education is
indispensable if society has to rise and make
progress in different fields.

After visiting Assam three times in late
nineteeth century, Ramkumar Vidyaratna, a
scholarly Brahmo preacher from Bengal, praised
Assamese women, saying : 'The women of Assam
are comparatively free ... They are industrious and
artistic by nature. They are strong and more
intelligent and courageous than men. Even the
upper-class Assamese women can weave exquisite
silk of different kinds and make beautiful clothes
for everyday wear. They are not much fond of
omaments...." Then this scholarly preacher deplored
the absence of women's education in Assam,
saying : 'It is sad that women's education does
not enjoy much favour in the province. If Assamese
society favoured the education of its women, the
women in Assam must have progressed quite
remarkably.' Now, we strongly feel that while the
twenty-first century Assamese women must defend
the time-honoured image of Assamese women in
the face of 'globalization', they must move forward
with the resolution that they have to progress
remarkably in this fast-changing global scenario
and secure a potent space for themselves by virtue
of their education and edification.

Dr. Ajanta Dutta Bordoloi, Principal
Nowgong Girls' College
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Empowerment of Women:
Prospects and Hindrances

Hiran Chetry, Department of Chemistry,
TDC 3™ Year, Biswanath College

When women are the aduisens, the Lords of creation do

succeeds, they give the weaker uessel

balf the eedit of it: & it

God created man and provided with Him
all the wealth he had with him. However, He
soon realized that there should be somebody
other than ‘man’ to really take care of things at
the latter’s disposal so that they could be
conserved and safely handed over to the future
generations. To bring His thought into reality,
He created women, bestowing on her all the
qualities required to groom the personality of a
man and make him successful in all walks of
life. She plays the role of a mother and take
care of him as a child and teaches him good
habits. She gives shape to his raw imagination
and also hones his intellectual skills to make
him a successful, responsible and well-behaved
individual so as to be able to contribute
significantly to the progress of society.

Nature has carved woman and blessed
her with distinct power. She is a source of
strength and energy always adding something
new to the society, enriching it and providing
colours to otherwise dull, black and white
motion picture called LIFE.

Poets, painters, writers and sculptors have
tried to entrap, define or narrate her. Nonetheless,

— Lousia May Alcolt.

it is a matter of endless debate as to how one
could portray her in 2-dimensional picture or
painting or 3- dimensional sculptures. Can you
think of describing her in a handful of stories
or fictions? I am sure that nobody can ever do
that, and that is because she has multi-
dimensional potential — a blend of special power,
wisdom and charisma within which there is a
driving force that keeps her going on and on.
Today, the woman power is being held in high
esteem in recognition of great feats and
distinction women have achieved in every field.
And the ideal woman of our times is completely
different from her classical archetypes of bygone
ages. She is not satisfied with her 'male-
supportive' and 'male-rearing' roles. Instead, she

. is fired with a great passion for carving out an

independent place in the society. That’s why
today’s women have dared to outclass men on
the latter’s own turf and enter the so called
'traditional male bastions' with a bang.

I would like to peep into the past when
the stature of women was destroyed. They were
treated as chattel in the early Roman society. In
France, they were termed as half-soul creatures
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responsible for the destruction of society. The
Chinese considered them as ‘Devil’s soul’.
Japanese men preferred to live unmarried lives.
Before the advent of Islam, Arabs buried their
daughters alive considering them as a sign of
disgrace. The country of the Vedas and the
Upanishad, India, was also in the same queue
of the countries where women were always ill-
treated. Before the arrival of British, the condition
of women in India was really miserable. They
were deprived of all their rights. Their limits
were bounded by the men and it was within the
four walls of a house. They were exploited
morally, physically, mentally and sexually. They
were considered as 'item' or 'inanimate . objects'.
The 'purdah pratha', 'sati-system' and 'dowry
system' were anchored very deep in society.
Education of a girl child was considered ‘sin’ in
that society the male-gominds society In this
way deprived women of their due place. Most
men view themselves as being the superior life
form in society. They justify this belief by saying
that they are stronger and more capable; thus,
making them more qualified for the more
important role in society. They place themselves
on the pedestals and force women to believe in
their own inferiority to men and their incapability
to excel educationally, politically, economically
and domestically. But the truth is that women
have advanced in all those there were many
great pioneers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
Ramakrishna and Lord Bentick. Who have
fought against these evil systems of society and
paramhansa rescued women.

If we peep into the Vedic and pre-Vedic
period we can see an ‘opposite scenaro. In these
eras women were comparatively free to decide
what they wanted to do. Who among us could
deny the fact that it was by virtue of strong
will-power, presence of mind and courage that
Sati Savitri was able to bring Satyavan back to
life by her clever argument with Yamara;j?
Similarly, it was by virtue of her self sacrifice
that Sati Ansuya made herself immortal. Even
epics like the Ramayana and the Mahabharata

have praised women for their self-sacrifice.
When we talk about the Ramayana, we just talk
of Sita who, no doubt, holds a highly respectful
position in our society. Similarly, Kunti faced
many problems alone but always taught her sons
to follow the path of truth and honesty.

Our history bears evidence to the fact
that women in the past demonstrated unique
leadership ability. Razia Sultana, Rani
Lakshmibai, Sarojini Naidu and Indira Gandhi
are motivating examples of women's power.
Earlier, many women were able to demonstrate
the leadership qualities only on their home fronts,
God has gifted women with compassion, tender-
heartedness, caring nature and concern for
others. These are very positive signs which
imply that women can be leaders. Though some
women have shown their mettle, a large number
of them have to sharpen their leadership qualities
in various ways. In order to help women to be
in limelight, they need to be empowered.
Therefore, empowerment of women is a
prerequisite to transform a developing country
into a developed country.

In Shakespear,s works, many female
characters are portrayed as being manipulated,
if not controlled outright, by the men in their
lives as fathers, uncles, suitors, husbands.
Therefore, Shakespeare’s works appear to send
mixed signals regarding the notion of female
empowerment. Empowerment has multiple,
interrelated and interdependent dimensions —
economic, social, cultural and political. It can
be understood in relation to resources,
perceptions, relationship and power. But what
does women empowerment mean? Women
empowerment generally has five components :
firstly, women’s sense of self worth; secondly,
their' right to have and determine choices; thirdly,
their right to have access to opportunities and
resources; fourthly, their right to have the power
to control their own lives, both within and
outside home; and lastly, their ability to
influence the direction of social change to create
a just social and economic order— nationally,

ad

internationally and universally.

Educational attainment and economic
participation are the Key constituents in ensuring
the empowerment of women. Educational
attainment is essential for empowering women
in all spheres of society, for without education
of comparable quality and content given to boys
and men, updated with existing knowledge and
relevant to current needs, women will not be
able to have access to well paid formal sector
jobs and advance with men. The economic
empowerment of women is a vital element of
strong economic growth in any country.
Empowering women enhances their ability to
influence changes and to create a better society.

In additionto educational and economic
empowerment, changes in women’s mobility and
social interaction and changes in intra-household
decisionmaking are necessary. Slight
improvement in women’s involvement in
household decisionmaking in male headed
household, on such issues as credit, the disposal
of household assets, children’s, education and
family healthcare can work wonders.
Traditionally, gender-based divisions persisted in
intra-household decision-making. Women
basically decide on food preparation and men
make the financial decision. Women are one of
the greatest assets in our society. They are equal
to men in all respects. ‘A woman is the full
circle within her is the power to create, nurture
and transform’. Today, women are emerging as
leaders in a growing range of fields. Be it
aeronautics, space, medicine, engineering, law,
politics, education, business — you just name
the profession and they are there, All that is
needed in today’s world is their empowerment.

In India, the empowerment process has
already begun. We are now witnessing a steady
improvement in the enrolment of women in
schools, colleges and even in professional
institutes. Their health status is better as
compared with that in the previous decades. In
this decade, women are entering into the job
market in increasing numbers. They are showing

their skill even in non-traditional sectors like
police, defence, media, administration and
research fields. Twenty-six laws have been
“enacted so far to protect women from various
crimes. The recent law on the protection of
women against domestic violence satisfies the
long pending demand of the women activists.
In the political field, reservation for women is a
significant move put forward towards their
political empowerment. When the thirty-three per
cent reservation for women in Parliament
becomes a reality, women’s voice will be heard
in the highest forum of democracy. That day,
women of India are expected to reach the zenith
on their power.

Let us see how women have succeeded
in realising their strength in every field across
the globe.

The very apt example we can cite is from
the field of politics. The names those come to
our mind as pioneers in this regard are : the
former Prime Minister of India Indira Gandhi;
the President of Congress Parliamentary Party
as also the chairperson of the rulling UPA
Alliance at the centre, Mrs. Sonia Gandhi; The
speaker of the Lok Sabha Mrs Meira Kumar,
the pre-Democratic leader of Pakistan, Benazir
Bhutto; Dr. Condaluzza Rice, the US National
Security Advisor, the first woman to ever occupy
such sensitive position in US politics and also
first African-American woman in the US. politics;
Dr. Angela Drathea Merkel, first woman
chancellar in German history since it became a
new nation state in 1871; Aung son Suu Kkyi,
the pre-democracy leader of Myanmar;
Chandrika Kumaratunga, Begum Khaleda Zia,
Sheikh Hasina a wazed Mrs. Christina Fernandez
de Kirchner etc. are a few among those women
who are occupying dignified position in the
field of politics. Women today have turned out
to be successful entrepreneurs. The recent
example is Ms. Kiran Mazumdar who has taken
up biotechnology and efficiently in running her
business successfully. Two other striking names
in this regard are those of Ms. Indra Noagi and
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INTRODUCTION :

During the 1970s and 1980s, various
environmental movements were launched in
India to protect the natural resources of the
country. The movements were mainly started
by the people living in the surrounding areas,
because their whole livelihoods depend on those
natural resources. These livelihoods are primarily
responsible for cropping up of some of the
famous environmental movements like Chipko,
NBA of India and Green Belt Movement in
Kenya. The Silent Valley Movement is a similar
kind of movement started in the year 1973 to
save Silent Valley forest and its resources.

PHYSIOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND OF
SILENT VALLEY :

The rock formation is of Archaean age and
consists predominatly of Nilgiri Gneiss and its
metamorphic variations. The gneiss is finely

foliated and is composed of quartz, feldspar and
mica.

TERRAIN :

The terrain is generally undulating with steep
escarpments and many hillocks. The elevation
ranges from 900 m to 2300 m above the mean

sea level with the highest peak at 2383m
(Anginda peak).

WATER SOURCES :
A perennial river named Kunthipuzha passes
though the western side of the Silent Valley,

from north to south direction finally merging
into Bharathapuzha. The main tributaries of this
river are Kunthancholapuzha, Karingathodu,
Madrimaranthode,  Valiaparathodu and
Kummathanthode. All the major tributaries. of
Kunthipuzha originate from the upper slopes of
the eastern side of the Valley.

FOREST TYPES :

Based on champions and Seth’s classification,
12 forest types are found in the Silent Valley
National Park. They are as follows :

1. Southern Hill Top Tropical Evergree forest

2. West Coast Tropical Evergreen Forest

3. - Cane Brakes

4. Wet Bamboo Brakes

5. West Coast Semi Evergreen Forests

6. West Coast Secondary Evergreen
Dipterocarpus Forests

7. Nilgiri Sub Tropical Hill Forests

8. Reed Brakes

9. South Indian Tropical Hill Savannah
Woodland '

10. Southern Montane Wet Temperate Forests
11. Soputhern Montane Wet Shrub
12. Southern Montane Wet Grassland

BIODIVERSITY : _

The recorded biodiversity in Silent Valley
National Park includes 1000 species of flowering
plants, 34 species of mammals, 292 species of
birds, 31 species of reptiles, 22 species of
amphibians, 13 species of fishes, 500 species
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of butterflies and moths.

BACKGROUND OF THE MOVEMENT :

The Silent Valley Movement, the movement to
save the natural resources of the regions, was
divided into two phases; in the first phase, the
Movement began to protect the Silent Valley
(area under the National Park) and on the second

phase the Movement began to protect the buffer
zones of the Valley.

It was the remote little Valley about which even
the people in Kerela were hardly aware, though
it triggered off the fiercest environmental dispute
that the country has ever known. It all began
with the proposal first mooted by the British in
1928 to build a dam across the Kunthi River
and create a reservoir behind it in the Silent
Valley and then use the trapped water to generate

- electricity. The dam which would be 130 metres

high was ..... to be built between two hillocks
in a natural gorge through which the river runs.
That, however, was dropped by the British.

In independent India the Kerala State Electricity
Board (KSEB) started work in 1958. A study
and survey of the area was conducted and a
hydroelectric project of 120 MV costing Rs. 17
crore was proposed by the Kerala State Electricity
Board. In 1973, the Board decided to implement
the Silent Valley Hydro-Electric Project (SVHEP)
centered on a dam across the Kunthipuzha River.
The resulting reservoir would flood 8.3 km? of
virgin rain forest.

But, owing to shortage of funds the proposal
was delayed till 1976. By then, a large number

of big trees had already been felled. It was the.

practice of the dam builders to remove the big
trees .in the area, which would be submerged
once the natural flow of the river was trapped.
In 1976, the Kerala State Electricity Board
announced plans to begin dam construction.

BEGININGS OF THE MOVEMENTS :

After the announcement of imminent dam
construction the Valley became the focal point
of ‘Save Silent Valley’, India’s fiercest
environmental movement of the decade. Because
of concern about the endangered lion-tailed
macaque, the issue was brought to public
attention. Romulus Whitaker, founder of the
Madras Snake Park and the Madras Crocodile
Bank, was probably the first person to draw
public attention to the small and remote area.
The Save Silent Valley Movement was initiated
with a missionary zeal by non-government
organizations, the scientific community and
conservation activists in the 1970s.

In 1977 the Kerala Forest Research Institute
carried out an Ecological Impact study of the
Silent Valley area and proposed that the area be
declared a Biosphere Reserve. In 1978, Smt.
Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of India,
approved the project, with the condition that the
State Government should take necessary
safeguards.

Also in that year the IUCN (Ashkhabad, USSR,
1978) passed a resolution recommending
protection of Lion-tailed Macaques in Silent
Valley and Kalakkad and the controversy heated

up.

The poet actist Sugathakumari played a big role
in the Silent Valley protest and her poem
‘Marathinu Stuthi’ (Ode to a Tree) was the
opening song/prayer of most of the ‘Save the
Silent Valley’ campaign meetings. Dr. Salim Ali,
eminent ornithologist of the Bombay Natural
History Society, visited the Valley and appealed
for cancellation of the Hydroelectric Project.

Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, the renowned Agricultural
Scientist and the then Secretary to the
Department of Agriculture, visited the Silent
Valley area and suggested that 389.52 km?
including the Silent Valley (89.52 km?), New
Amarambalam (80 km?), Attappadi (120 km?)
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in Kerala and Kunda in Tamil Nadu (100 km?)
reserve forests, should be developed into a
National Rainforest Biosphere Reserve, with the

aim of ‘Preventing erosion of valuable genes
from the area’

Dr. V. S. Vijayan, now Director of the
Coimbatore-based Salim Ali Centre for
Ornithology and Natural History (SACON), Dr.
M. Balakrishnan and Ms. Dilnavaz Variava who
was the coordinator of the Mumbai-based Save
Silent Valley Committee, all have contributed in
saving the Silent Valley.

Mr. J.C. Daniell, Honorary Secretary of the
Bombay Natural Society (BNHS), which led the
upcountry campaign against the project through
1ts members including Dr. Salim Ali and Mr. Zafar
Futehally had also contributed in this direction.

ACTION :

I.n January 1980 the Hon. High Court of Kerala
hffefi the ban on clear cuiting, but the then Prime
Minister of India requested the Government of
Kerfﬂa to stop further works in the project area
uDlz:ll all aspects were fully discussed. In
the emstf?r’ the Government of Kerala declared
Hydr 1‘ ent Va.lley_ area, excluding the
oelectric Project area, as a National Park.

In 1982 e dl ROT)
M. G. Kf “h:"ludlsclphnmy committee with Prof

S enon as chairman, was created to
f:;cﬂllii t1f the .Hy-dmelectric Project was feasible
5 any significant ecological damage. Early

» Prof. Menon’s Committee submitted its
report. After a careful study of the Menon report,
the H?n. Prime Minister of India Mrs. Indira
Gandhi, decided to abandon the Project. On
October 31, 1984 Indira Gandh; was assassi;lated
and on November 15, the Silent Valley forests
were. declared as a National Park, without
creating any buffer zone as was recommended
by expert committees and scientists.

The Silent Valley National Park was achieved

after a decade-long fight by environmenalists
and the people of Kerala against the Silent Valley
hydel project. Because of their high level of
education and awareness Keralites were ahead
of the rest of India in grasping the issue who
realized that electricity can be generated in many
ways, but if a species is once destroyed its
potential for benefitting mankind is lost forever.

SCENARIO OF THE MOVEMENT :

The Silent Valley, declared a National Park in
1984, comprises only 89.52 square k.m. of
reserved forest land. Ten months later, on
September 7, 1985 the Silent Valley National
Park was formally inaugurated and a memorial
at Sairandhri to Indira Gandhi was unveiled by
Shri Rajiv Gandhi the then Prime Minister of
India. On September 1, 1986 Silent Valley
National Park was designed as the core area of
the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. Since then, a long-
term conservation effort has been undertaken to
preserve the Silent Valley ecosystem.

The boundaries of the Silent Valley National Park
were fixed in 1914 on the basis of administrative
and legal considerations while the natural habitat
of the variety of flora and fauna in the region
extends much beyond the area earmarked as
the Park. '

If human encroachment and development
activities were allowed in the surrounding region
it would spell doom for the National Park, as
pointed out by the environmental activists and
government agencies.

By realizing the importance of the buffer zone,
the government declared the 148 sq.km. of forest
land from Manarkkad and Nilambur South
Divisions as Buffer zone. Though the buffer
zone was under the control of the National Park,
its present status of reserve and vested forest
remains. This means that the rules of the National
Park do not apply here. Therefore, the Kerala
State Electricity Board decided to develop

another hydel power station known as
Pathrakadavu hydel project at the buffer zone.

But the project failed to get the EIA clearance.
During January to May 2003 a rapid
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was
carried on by the Thiruvananthapuram-based
Environmental Resources Research Centre and
its report was released in December, stating that
the forest loss due to the project would be just
2216 km?, apart from the 7.4 km approach road
and land to be acquired for the powerhouse in
Karapadam.

But a rapid Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) carried out in 2004 in an area of 5 km
radius of the proposed project site proved that
the actual impact would not be as minimal or as
simple as was made out by official sources. The
most important objection raised by the
environmental groups was that any development
activity in the Silent Valley region would destroy
the fragile ecological balance of the region and
eventually would spell doom for the National
Park. The significance of Silent Valley is that it
is an ‘ecological island’ with a relatively
undisturbed evolutionary history of at least 50
million years manifested in a high degree of
floral and faunal endemism. Rare and
endangered new biological species were
discovered from the region making it a hot spot
for the biologists worldwide.

The government-sponsored EIA report also
brought to light the ecological significance of
the Pathrakkadavu region. It found 381 species
of flowering plants in the proposed PHPP region
of which 55 were endemic to Western Ghats;
seven were categorized as rare by the IUCN.
The EIA enlisted 23 species of mammals, 79
species of birds, 22 species of reptiles, 14

species of amphibians, 18 species of fishes (of

them 10 found not even in the Silent Valley)
and 43 species of butterflies in the region. The

report pointed out that of all these species, 20
per cent were endemic to the Western Ghats.
Finally, on 6 June 2007, the 147.22 km? Silent
Valley buffer zone was fomally approved by the
Kerala Cabinet. The Cabinet also sanctioned a 35
member staff to protect the area and two new forest
stations in Bhavani range at Anavai and Thudukki.
The zone is aimed at checking the illicit cultivation
of ganja, poaching and illicit brewing in areas
adjacent to the Silent Valley and help long-term
sustainability of the protected area.

CONCLUSION :

This type of movement of people to protect the
environment from degradation is gaining
momentum. After the Silent Valley Movement,
there are other anti-hydel movements which have
proved that the peoples’ intensity to. save
environment, bio-diversity, ecosystem etc. is
more than to get the electricity.

The best example of this type of movement
which is going on in our country against hydel
power dam is the movement to protect the Ganga
River in which hydel power dam is being
constructed. In Assam, we can cite the example
of the movement against the construction of
Pagaladia Dam.

In the Silent Valley Movement, we have seen
that the unity of the people to save the
environment was the major cause for the success
of the Movement. Apart from this, educational
awareness also brought the success.

Moreover, the tribal people also supported the
movement in order to protect their cultural
heritage, apart from their livelihood, which is
linked very much with the forest.

Thus it is crystal clear from the above discussion
that people’s participation and awareness is the

key to the success of any movement on the
earth. 4
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Problems of Modern

Education System and Its Possibilities

Boney Devi Das
T D.C. Third Year

Education plays an important role in the
life of a nation. The character of a nation
depends to a large extent on the quality of
education provided in the schools and colleges.
The importance of education is particularly great
for India, the majority of whose population is
illiterate and uneducated. Although India became
free over 62 years ago, the government has
failed to give education each and everybody.

Our present education system is not
good. Education needs particular attention in the
villages where facilities are completely lacking
at present. Unless we can educate the masses in
the villages through programmes of adult
education as well as through  opening of new
schools for the young people, there can be no
educational progress and change in the outlook
of the people.

The Community Development Blocks
have already provided the facilities like
egablishment of reading rooms in towns and
villages but the official staff is not enterprising
enough to undertake the constructive work
Seriously. Another problem is the absence of
adefluatc rural electrification which is already
having its impact on the life of the villagers.
The facilities provided by science and technology
should be fully utilised for educating the minds
of the masses and spreading noble ideals of
nationalism which is also lacking to a great
extent. A good deal is still left to be done. Our
educationists should help in creating an
atmosphere for real education rather than simply
creating controversies on flimsy issues The
public mind should not be diluted on

unconstructive controversies but employed in
activities which are useful for the betterment of
the economic well being of the citizens.

One of the major defects in our
education pattern is the present system of
examination. Examinations expect the students
to write down in the examination halls answers
to academic questions which have little
relevance to practical problems of life. They
do not at all test the real ability of the students;
they only test his or her capacity to cram and
remember facts and figures.

In some foreign countries, a complete
record of a student is maintained not only in
respect of his or her academic work but also in
respect of his or her general behaviour,
personality, commonsense, participation in extra-
curricular activities, hobbies, manners, sportsman
Spirit, proficiency in sports, enthusiasm,
selflessness and such other virtues and traits.
But in our examination system the only item
which gets attention is the students mastery over
the books and the capacity to cram and
remember,

Examinations today have been reduced
to a farce. A lot of evil has crept into this
system. The test of man’s learning has been
transformed to a battle among the students.
Cramming and choice of seective questions are
the short-cuts to success in examinations.
Adoption of unfairmeans has become very
common in examination halls Invigilators are
threatened at knife point if they obstruct the
adoption of unfair means. Though the answer
papers are examined by different teachers, some
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teachers just give a cursory glance over the
papers and award marks by counting the number
of pages written. The mood of teacher and his
whims determine the marks more than the
material written within. Selective studies and
choice of topics from the examination point of
view have undermined the validity of this system.

Another problem is the delay in declaing
the results of examinations which cause a great
harm in the career of the students. Owing to the
delay in giving out the results many students
lose the opportunity to study in the best centers
of education outside the state.

In this condition the government should
play an important role in the development of
education. it should take an active role in
establishing schools, colleges, libraries etc and
correct the its in the prevailing system of
educations. It should pay the salaries of the
teachers in time to avoid strikes and fix a
particular time and date for supplying books to
schools and colleges, because delay in

supplying of books cause a great harm to
students. The government should also provide
free books and other implements of education
to poor students. Most of these facilities are
working to a great extent for which our
education system is not in a good shape.

If these problems are not removed then
our education system can never come to a good
position. The problem of unemployment is also
regarded as one of the main problems of
education. So the government should take an
active role in this field so that the candidate,
may get his or her job according to his or her
ability.

We can conclude that if these problems
are not solved immediately, the situation will
deteriorate and the student lose faith in
education. Our education system needs to be
reformed so as to become a real test of a
student's all round personality it should not
merely be a test of his or her dreaming for
bookish knowledge. ¢

Important Branches of Science
=+ Which branch of science deals with the study of plants?

Ans : Botany.

= What are the three specialized branches of Botany?
Ans : Horticulture, agriculture and forestry.

= What is cryogenics?

Ans : It is a branch of physics which deals with the production, control and

application of very low temperature.

= Which branch of biology deals with the study of cells?
Ans : Cytology. Major advances have been made possible in this field by the

~ development of electron microscopes.

= What is bioengineering?

Ans : It is the application of exgineering to biology and medicine.
= Name the art in acrobatic feats are performed? _ :
Ans : Acrobatics. It refers to the performance of difficult physical acts.

= What is ecology?

Ans : Ecology is a branch of biology. It is the study of the relationship among
organisms and environments in which they live, including all living and nonliving

comports.




Chipko : The Movement
For Conservation of Environment
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INTRODUCTION :

The Chipko Movement registers an important
success story in the fight to secure women’s
rights in the process of local community
development through forestry and environmental
protection. This movement is regarded as a
socio-ecology movement also.

BACKGROUND OF
MOVEMENT :

THE CHIPKO

Uttarakhand (Uttar Pradesh) is a hilly,
mountainous region with very steep slopes and
thickly covered forests (with important resources
like timber, honey, medicinal herbs, resin-
extraction and gum.) It is rich in water resources
and its fertile soil supports these prosperous
resources and help the local people in leading a
self sufficient life.

The British government controlled the northern
hill districts of India in the nineteenth century.
During this period (1815-1947), Uttarakhand was
divided into two contiguous but distinct
sociopolitical units, The nominally independent
chiefdom of Tehri Garhwal and the British
administered Kumanun Division. Agriculture
dominated both the regions in that eighty-percent
of the total farm largely with the help of family
labour. For cattle rearing and for livelihood
assets, the villagers highly depended on the
forest resources for fodder, fuel wood agricultural
implements, building materials, timber, medicines
and water.

THE BEGINNING :

The Chipko Movement was officially begun on
the 24" April 1973 by some Sarvodaya workers
(all male) at Mandal of Chamoli district. The
organizers had already been active in the field
of social reconstruction for the previous 13
years.

No one knows when this movement actually
began. However, in the 1970 s the conflict for
the prevention of illegal felling of forest trees
seemed to have heightened most. In the 1970s,
an organized resistance to the destruction of
forests spread throughout India and came to be
known as the Chipko Movement. The name of
the Movement comes from the word ‘embrace’,
as the villagers hugged the trees, and prevented
the contractors from felling them, this is locally
called Angwal. The Chipko Movement was based
on the Gandhian philosophy of peaceful
resistance to achieve the goals. It was a strong
uprising against those people, who were
destroying the natural resources of the forests
and disturbing the whole ecological balance.

The original ‘Chipko Movement’ was started
around 260 years back i.e. in the early part of
the eighteenth century in Rajasthan by the
Bishnoi community. The first Chipko action took
place spontaneously in April. 1973 in the village
of Mandal in the upper Alakananda valley of
Uttaranchal and over the next five years it spread
throughout many districts of Uttaranchal
Himalayas. The Chipko Movement of 1973 was
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one of the most famous actions among these. It
was sparked off by the government’s decision
to allot a plot for felling 2500 ash trees from a
forest area in the Alakananda valley to a sports
goods company (to the Simon Company) in
Allahabad to make Tennis rackets. This angered
the villagers because their similar demand to
use wood for making agricultural tools had been
earlier denied. With encouragement from a local
NGO (non-governmental organization), DGSS
(Dasoil Gram Swarajya Sangh), the women of
the area, under the leadership of an activist,
Chandi Prasad Bhatt (founder of the Chipko
Movement), went into the forest and formed a
circle around the trees preventing the men from
cutting them down. Thus at Mandal village of
Chamoli district, in the upper Alakananda valley
of Garhwal, first Chipko action was started.

OBJECTIVES OF THE MOVEMENT :

The main objectives of this movement are

a) Saving the forest resources from the grass-
root level ; and

b) Conservation of natural resources and
understanding of welfare at global level;

DIFFERENT APPROACHES/ACTIVITIES :
The Chipko Movement, which is concerned with
preservation of forests and maintenance of the
ecological balance in the sub-Himalayan region,
is a social or women movement. The different

approaches led by the rvarious common people
are given below, :

APPROACHES OF ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSERVATION :

In 1974, in spite of DGSS’s protests about 2500
trees of Reni forest were auctioned by the Forest
Department. The DGSS planned to launch the
Chipko Movement there. However, the local
bureaucracy played the trick and managed to
make the area devoid of local men as well as
activities of the DGSS. To the utter surprise of
everybody, 27 women of Reni village
successfully prevented about 60 men from going

to the forest to fell the marked trees. This was
the first major success of the Chipko Movement.
It is after this incident that attempts were made
to project it as a women’s movement. After this
incident, the Reni investigation Committee was
set up by the up Government and on its
recommendations 1200 sq. km. of river
catchment area was banned from commercial
exploitation. After Reni, in 1975, the women of
Gopeshwar, in 1978 of Bhyudar Valley (threshold
of valley of Flower), of Dongary-Paitoli in 1980,
took the lead in protecting their forests.

APPROACHES

DEVELOPMENT :
The villagers of Uttaranchal highly depended
on forest resources. They used forest resources
for food, fodder, timber materials for construction
of households and different tools. Depending
on these forest resources, They could rear their
cattle without much difficutty. In 1964, Chandi
Prasad Bhatt founded a small cooperative of
artisans called the Dashauli Gram Swarajya Sangh
(DGSS, later called DGSM). Its aim was to
generate local employment through the
promotion of weaving, bee keeping, herb
collection and other cottage industries that would
use forest produce without harming the forest.
In this way, economic development would go
hand and hand with conservation and ecology.

OF ECONOMIC

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT :

One of Chipko’s most salient features was the
mass participation of women villagers. Women
were directly affected by environmental
degradation and deforestation and, thus, got
connected with the issues easily. Women have
led the first movement against deforestation,

. because they spent a large part of each day in

the forest looking for fuel and fodder. The
incidence inspired several other women, who in
1970s launched similar movements in different
parts of India. It is really surprising that the
women of that age were better aware about the
deforestation and its future consequences.
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ENVIRONMENT AND CIVIC EDUCATION :
The Chipko Movement gained momentum under
Sunderlal Bahuguna, an eco activist, who spent
his whole life persuading and educating the
villagers, to protest against destruction of the forests
and the Himalayan Mountains by the government.

MOBILIZING PEACE :

The Chipko Movement was totally based on the
Gandhian philosophy of peaceful resistance,
spread by Sunderlal Bahuguna, to conserve the
forest resources from the Sports Game Company.
To protect the trees, the villagers embraced the

trees but never fought with the Company
contractors.

PATTERN OF PARTICIPATION :

The Chipko Movement is the result of hundreds
of decentralized and locally autonomous
initiatives. Its leaders and activists are primarily
village women, acting to save the means of
subsistence of their communities e.g., Gaura
Devi, Amrita Devi, Sudesha Devi, Bachni Devi
etc. Men are involved, too, and some of thesm
have given wider leadership to the movement
such as Sunderlal Bahuguna, Dhoom Singh
Negi, Raturi Ghanasyam, Indu Tikekar Gobind
Singh Rawat and Shamsher Singh Bisht.

A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SOME OF THE
PROMINENT LEADERS OF THE CHIPKO
MOVEMENT AND THEIR INITIATIVES :

Chandi Prasad Bhatt, Raman Megasessey
Award winner, the founder of the Chipko
Movement, who fostered locally-based industries

based on the conservation and sustainable use
of forest wealth for local benefit,

Gaura Devi, the birth of the Chipko Movement

was the head of the Mahila Mandal. She
mobilized village women for the movement
when Company men marched tq cut the trees.

Sunderlal Bahuguna, Padmabhu-shan winner for

his contribution in the Chipko Movement. He
enlightened the country and the world about
the movement and its success and environmental
impact.

Dhoom Singh Negi, who with Bachni Devi and
many other village women saved trees by
hugging them in the Chipko ‘embrace’. They
coined the slogan, “What do the forests bear?
Soil water and pure air”.

Girda (Girish Tewari), sparker of the movement
inspired the movement in the Kumaon region
with the Uttarakahand Sangharsh Vahini (USV).

Ghanasyam Raturi was a Chipko poet, whose
songs echo throughout the Himalayas of Uttar
Pradesh.

Indu Tikekar, a doctor of philosophy, whose
spiritual discourses throughout India on the
ancient Sanskrit scriptures and on comparative
religion have stressed the unity and oneness of
life and put the Chipko Movement in this
context.

Amrita Devi, offering her head before the
Maharajas servants and enchanted :— “seir santhe
runkh raheb, to bhee sastojan” (it is till a small
price to pay if at the cost. of my head the tree is
saved).

Beside these devotes of various common people,
Sudesha Devi, Bachni Devi, Govind Singh
Rawat, Shamsher Singh Bisht also played a
significant role in the Chipko Movement.

IMPACT :

Environmentally, ecologycally and economically

the Chipko Movement was a success story. The
impact of the movement has not only been

confirned to the national level but it has spread

globally.
Though the Chipko Movement emerged
out of protest against deforestation in the

Himalayas, the demonstration later influenced the
environmental debate by putting people at the
centre of the whole issue. It went beyond the
immediate goal of saving trees to face the
complex inter-linkages between environment and
development.

As a diverse movement with diverse
experiences, strategies and motivations, Chipko
inspired environmentalists both nationally and
globally and contributed substantially to the
emerging philosophies of eco-feminism and deep

ecology and fields of community-based
conservation and sustainable mountain
development.

As a movement of the Himalayan peasantry
against commercial forestry, Chipko was active
from 1973 to 1981. Thereafter, it has faded away
in the hills, but its echoes and resonances can
still be picked up in places far distant from its
original home.

IMPLICATION IN TODAY’S CONTEXT :

In the present day context, solution to
environmental problems lies in the re-
establishment of a harmonious relationship

between man and nature.

From the above discussion, it is shown that the
Chipko is not only an environmental movement
but also a grass-root movement of participation
of common people based on the principles of
empowerment and informed decision making.

CONCLUSION :

Mountains are important sources of water, energy,
minerals, forests and agricultural products and
areas of recreation. They are storehouses of
biological diversity, home to endangered species
and an essential part of the global ecosystem.
Therefore, the development of the mountains has
to be viewed in a holistic manner, encompassing
economic development, technological
improvement, environmental protection and
human resource development.

The Chipko is totally based on Gandhian
process and women were the backbone in
this movement, Therefore it touches the
emotions of men and women in the different
Party of the world. Therefore, globally it has
a vital demand for the conservation of forest
resources. 4




Objects of Human Pursuit in
Indian Philosophy

Sanchita Bora
Lecturer, Dept. of Philosophy, Nowgong Girls’ College

One of the distinguishing features of
Indian philosophy is that it has given the
foremost place to Value. In other words, Indian
philosophy is, after all ,Value-Philosophy. Indian
tradition is value-centored. “The whole
standpoint which looked upon Reality as
Saccidananda (Existence-Consciousness-Bliss)
might be called the standpoint of Reality as
Value. It showed that there were three
dimensions of reality, the dimension of existence,
the dimension of consciousness and the
dimension of bliss or value” Indian Philosophy
speaks of two functions of knowledge
theoretical and practical The theoretical function
reveals the existence of some object where the
practical function helps in the attainment of some
purpose in life and “The results of these. two
functions of knowledge are respectively what
we mean by fact and value”.

Purusartha is the word in Indian
philosophy for that which is value for the finite
individual. In its general expression it may be
taken to signify human ends or objects of human
pursuit. The Indian tradition recognizes four ends
to be pursured. They are Kama or pleasure,
Artha or wealth, Dharma or righteousness and
Moksa or liberation. The concept of purusartha
has . undoubtedly been quite conspicuous by its
Present:e in aimc{st the entire history of Hindu
thought. The various Hindu thinkers have agree
tliat are certain ends or objects that are universally
desired and sought. But sometimes they differ

among themselves as to which of these is to be

accorded the highest status in life. “Though the

term ‘value’ is primarily used for the ends that
are sought, often the means to their attainment
are also, by courtesy, called so” (Vedanta
Paribhaa, VIII)

The goal of life, according to Hinduism,
is two-fold : prosperity and highest bliss.
Prosperity consists of righteousness, wealth and
pleasure. These three are called three objects of
human pursuit. They are to be pursued in the
first two stages of life, life of the student and life

of the householder. The next two stages. of life '

the anchorite and life of the renouncing individual
are to be devoted to the achievement of summum
bonum and they consist in attaining liberation.

KAMA OR PLEASURE :

The Sankrit word Kama is synonym
for desire. It generally means the desire for
pleasures of sex and aesthetic experiences. Kama
is the principle of enjoyment. In actual life,
enjoyment is closely related to the activity of
the senses. Man has certain innate urges in
common with lower animals, but man combines
in his nature not only the instinctive urges of

animal life but also a higher spiritual principle.

His native capacity of conscious reflection and
inner determination, when directed towards
certain ends like sex-desires and food, can divest
them of their animal character and transform
them into pursuits worthy of human nature. The
very quzﬂifyin‘g word human in human pursuit
or human end suggests that it does not mean
those ends or objects which both man and Jower
animals seek in common. Indian philosophy
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favours the beliefs that a Kama-oriented life
implies some possibility of a return to the life
of self-sufficiency and self-satisfaction. It 1s to
be brought about by means of self-restraint and
practice. It is wrong to say that Indian philosophy
enjoins suppression of desires and passions.
Rather it stresses the need for self-determination
so that the agent can claim to be autonomous
and free in the performance of all his actions.

Kama stands for psychological value.
It is recognized as a psycho-biological force
lying at the heart of creation Kama as a cosmic
force has been mentioned in the Rigveda. It is
the force for the continuation of the race. “The
living beings are bound to follow their nature”
(Bhagavadgita, I11.33) Kama represents the
biological mechanism of procreation. The debt
that we owe to our ancestor can be cleared only
through procreations. Kama is mentioned and
accepted as a principle of enjoyment in various
contexts in Indian literature. The Puranas, laws
of Manu, Kamasutra of Vatsayana etc. have
claimed concrete setting as well as divine origin
for science of love.

ARTHA OR WEALTH :

Literally the word Artha means ‘thing,
object, and substance’. It stands for economic
value. Like Kama, Artha is also sought not only
by man, but by all sentient creatures also. But
man seeks them knowingly while other creatures
do so instinctively. It comprises the whole range
of tangible objects that can be possessed,
enjoyed and lost. Artha is required in daily life
for the upkeep of the household, raising of a
family and discharge of religioixs duties. The
word Artha connotes ‘the attainment of riches
and worldly property, advantage, profit, wealth
and also result. Most commonly, wealth signifies
‘that which can be perceived’. It is an object of the
senses. “The term bundles together all the meanings
of (i) the object of human pursuit (ii) the means
of this pursuit, and (iii) the needs and the desire
suggesting this pursuit (Zimmer H, Philosophie
of India, 36)

Both pleasure and wealth lead to
worldly pleasures. But Indian philosophy adopts
a liberal outlook on the demands of the lower
self. When Kama and Artha are subordinated to
the higher ends, they become transformed and
integrated in the wider sphere of spiritual life.
The Mahabharata, an encyclopedia of Indian
thought and culture, categorically declares that
everything centres round wealth. “Wealth is the
chief among these three (pleasure, wealth and
righteousness) for the practice of morality and
enjoyment of pleasure depend on it”, (Kautilya,
Arthasastra, Bk I ch. 7)

DHARMA OR RIGHTEOUSNESS :
Etymologically, Dharma means ‘that
which supports’ right activity or duty, i.e activity
which is the result of a good will. The dharama
is derived from the verb root dh. The term
dharma has been translated into English as
equivalent to merit, duty, virtue, religion etc.
Metaphysically, dharma signifies the essential
nature of a thing. Broadly speaking, dharma
has been used in three different senses: (i) it
stands for the moral law conceived as
constituting the eternal moral order of the
universe, (ii) the principle of duty and (iii)
satisfaction of sensuous desires (kamya-karma).
“Dharma consists in leading a life of duty, living
in harmony and peace, with development of
character and refinement of soul” ’(Mahadevan,
T. M. P. Outlines of Hinduism, p.67) Dharmg is
a regulative principle, which should govern aj
our activities and pursuits. )
No doubt, wealth and pleasure are
human ends; but they become ends of man op]
in so far as they promote virtue of dharma, The
instinctive dispositions are common both to the
animals and the human beings. Those who can
not make dharma the rule of their actiopg are
no better than the animals. In the scheme of
human ends, Kama and Artha are minor ends.
They are not intrinic values, they become ends
of man only in so far as they promote virue of
Dharma. Again dharma is the system of
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injunctions and prohibitions which are necessary
for the harmonious ordering of the various
elements in the life of the community. With the
development of character, it consists in leading
a life of duty living in harmony and peace. The
Mahabharata says, ‘Dharma is unconditional in
appeal. Therefore, one should not abjure
dharama, either for the sake of pleasure or out
of fear or avarice, or even life is in danger”.

MOKA OR LIBERATION :

“The inuring mind will necessarily ask.
“Why should I do my duty ?” Duty cannot be
an en}d in itself”* (Mahadevan, T.M.P. Outlines
of Hinduism, P.68) Moksa or liberation marks
the consummation of Dharma, The term Moksa
has_ been derived from the verb root Moksh,
which means to be free from’. It signifies the
;tate ‘f‘f perfection. It is the spiritual value.
ranklin Edgerton has accepted a distinction
E‘;::eerl the ordinary norms (kama, Artha and
7 k:ma) and the extraordinary norm. (Moksa)
P am the supreme end of life, is liberation
oy anﬁ(:i bonflage of karma, from the (?irclc of
% i rebirth (.s.“ansara) Moksa is Universally
e afs thc_ hlghe'st end. Primarily, all the
arcepe mOkIndlan phl](-)sophy except Carvaka,
Philosopho SE as the h.lghest value So, Indian
Skl (t}f as. been righ'tly called the moka-
Dt © science of liberation) Dr. S. N.
Hhiok allnghtly called Moksa as ‘the pivot on
the systems of Indian philosophy

revolve’,
i disti:lf oy Single conception can be taken
Wi gU}Sh Indian philosophy from the
Keslf.:in, It 1s the conception of Moksa....”” (A.
Li'b » A -Compflratwc Study of the Concept of
€ration in Indian, p.1) Moksa refers not to a
fIeW state to attained but is the realization what
has always been the case. It is realizing what
has always been one’s innate nature. Moksa
connotes a state of freedom from bondgae. The
Bhagavadgit suggest a golden solution to strain
liberation that action should be done with the
spirit of mon attachment to fruits, On the other

hand, the concept of Moksa identifies the
concept of spiritual perfection. “In the very
process of striving for perfection one has to
shed his egoistic desires and antisocial tendencies
by living a peaceful social life”® (Gopalan, S.
Hindu Social Philosophy.p232).

It is the value-sense which distinguishes
man from the other animals and makes him
unique. All these values-Kama (pleasure), Artha
(wealth), Dharma (righteousness) and Moksa
(liberation) refer to the human self as the agent
(karta) and the enjoyer (bhokta) karma and
Artha represent the needs of our emotional,
impulsive self, while Dharma and Moksa reflect
self-determination. Karma and Moksa a values
per se whereas Artha and Dharma are valuable
only as a means to kama and Moka respectively.
The Hindu view holds that values live in end
through man and his life. Human life is
purposive and it implies ideals and values sought
by him. Every man is faced with the challenge
of the Good (S'reyas) and the Pleasant (Preyas).

Indian philosophy always sets before
human beings a welfare state. The Hindu
thinkers proposes a truly juristic view of life.
Regarding the pleasures and values of earthly
life the attitude of Indian philosophy is a realistic
one. “To us the most striking feature of ancient
Indian civilization is its humanity. Our second
general impression Of ancient India is that her
people enjoyed life, passionately delighting both
in the things of the senses and the things of the
spirit”® (Basham, A.L. The Wonder That Was
India,p.9). It is true that a civilized society or a
cultured nation can continue its existence with
a positive attitude towards moral and social
values. Value is of such a nature that any outlook
of life and the universe involves some phase of
it. There is no hard and fast line between ethics
and social philosophy in Indian tradition.
Purusathas are conceived with reference to the
need of the harmonious functioning of society.

The serious issue of our age is that the
recent economic. social, technological
developments have not guaranteed human

dignity. It is being forgotten that there is a
spiritual spark inherent in every human being.
There arises a tendency to build a contra -
culture as opposed to the world of values and
norms created by society, culture and heritage.

It alienates one individual from the other. The

agonizing question is how can be values

regenerated? A turn towards spiritualism is the
greatest need of this hour. It is only spiritualism
which can save the suffering humanity. Here

arises the need of purusarthas. 4
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Q) I cannot teach you violence, as I do not myself believe in it. I can only teach you
not to bow your heads before any one even at the cost of your life.

Q in the aititude of silence the soul finds the path in a clearer light, and what is
elusive and deceptive resolves itself into crystal clearness. Our life is a long and

arduous quest after Truth.

G One needs to be slow to form: convictions, but once formed they must be defended

against the heaviest odds.

Q Strength does not come from physical capacity. It comes from an itidamifable. will.

- Mahatma Gandhi
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Global Financial Crisis

Pinky Borah
T.D.C. 3rd year, Political Science Department

The world has been ruling under an
unprecedental financial crisis in since September
15, 2008. This has shaken not only the US economy
but the global economy has been brought to a virtual
standstill.

The financial crisis on wall street has had
its repercussions for Indian corparates and the
subsidiaries of failed blue-chip investment fanks.
The current crisis in the global markets should,
however, farce us to introspect into the limitations
of the free market economy model. A glance at
the current global financial crisis will tell us the

granted, just do not always work, even in the must
sophisticated financial markets such as the us. It is
very important for financial institutions that they
continue to work in the core area of business.
Excessive lever age and greed to make money may
create havoc for such institutions. In India, there is
an ever-growing demand for greater deregulation and
rightly so, while this is required, we need to exersice
restraint and build a regulatory framework for the
eonomy at a much faster rate. Further, we need to
pause to ensure that we do not get carried away
with blind faith in the doctrine between economic

some fundamentals, which free markets take for

growth and economic freedom. 4

: D _ Alwaysalm g‘t_\[?omplgfe;wny of thought and word and deed. Always aim at
 purifying your thoughts and everything will be well.

- QAslong as you derive inner help and comfort from anything, keép it.

- Q Freedom is not worth kavmg if l't'dé_es' not include the freedom to make riz_istakes.

1 Happiness ‘swh‘m :Wha.f'_i?éu'-think, what you say, and what you do are in

harmory.

- Mahatma Gandhi
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We have been mainly occupied with
the consideration of the moral life in its
positive aspects as a development towards
goodness and perfection of character and
social activity. We must now dwell for a little
on its morel shady aspects. Man's life is not
a simple struggle towards virtue and holiness
: it is quite as often a lapsing into vice and
sin. This aspect we have on the whole
neglected ; and we must now give a little
consideration to it.

Each man's moral life may, as we have

B BTN, e

sun be regarded as a universe in itself. This
universe may be a broad one or a narrow
one. In the case of the majority of men it is
sufficiently narrow to exclude many human
interests. This narrowness is a source of
confliet. It cause the individual good to
appear to be in opposition to the general
good of humanity. It implies that moral evil
arose from man's discovery of his own
'power’ of self control and self assertion in
opposition to the universal.

But there is such a thing as natural
evil i-e, evil that is independent of human
volition and results form the uniform
operation of natural laws. Though, we
condemn moral wickedtness or evil, we never

pass moral judgement upon physical
phenomena like earthquakes, volcanic
eruption, hurricans, excessive rain, draught
etc. Which cause so much suffering to man.
"Such phenomena have no doubt often been
regarded as visitations on men for their moral
experiences; but by themselves they are
wholly characterless. "Natural evil, therefore,
is non-moral. :
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1.~ IR 3=, e

2. © (SOIH! SR, MR

3. Phanibhushan Chaterji,

Principles of Ethics

4. Prof. Mackenzie, 'A Manual of Ethics'
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