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(10.2.1 Part I : Recommendation
on the Feasibility and the safety
of the Dam.)

1. The present investigations
carried out to examine the
downstream impact of the
Lower Subansiri
Hydroelectric dam project
reveal gross inadequecy in
the relevant facts relating to
construction of the dam at
the present site by the
concerned authorities. The
selected site for the mega
dam of the present
dimension was not
appropriate in such a
geographically and
seimologically sensitive
location. The seismic
design parameter is not
properly chawen for the
project. According to the
investigation, the
recommended seismic
design parameter is at 0.5
or more. Therefore, it is
recommended not to
construct the mega dam in
the present site.

2. Further, from geographical

tectonic and seiomological
points of view the Expert
Group suggests not to

consider the Himalayan

foothills, south of MBT

for any mega hydropower
project.

3. It is recommended to
redesign the project by
sufficient by reducing the
dam height and production
capacity.
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In a day, when you do not come
across any problems you can be
cure that you are travelling in a

wrong path.

. Swami Vivekananda




Detective Fiction: An Overview

Rita Bora, Head of the Deptt., English

Even though some of the literary highbrows
condescendingly refer to detective fiction as a
mere jigsaw puzzle lacking in serious
contemplation of life, it remains undoubtedly a
very popular kind of fiction and in the best of its
genre the appeal does not consist in the puzzle
alone but in the characterization, the locale, the
wit and humour, in short, in the author’s style.
The general layout of the detective fiction is well-
known. A crime, mostly a murder, takes place in
mysterious circumstances and it confounds
everybody. It could be an in-house affair or an
outside job but there is no clue. It is then that the
private detective (sometimes he can also be a
police officer) enters the scene and with his keen
observation and uncanny skill he collects clues
which look hardly of any importance 0 others.
The clues often lead to more than 0ne direction
the pursuit of which takes the detective t0
encounter many characters often inmates 01_c the
house of the victim or his friends and relatives.
Depending on the skill of the writer, these
interviews can be very entertaining and humorous,
as almost invariably is the case in Agatha
Christie’s novels where the eccentricity a.nd
brilliance of her famous creation - detective

Hercule Poirot never fails to captivate the readers.

These encounters can also be suspensef.ul and
Sometimes they provide the authors with the
Opportunity to delve into the psychology of the
characters.

While the investigations are in progress, often
a second crime, mostly another murder, takes

place confusing earlier inferences as to the identity
of the killer. Of course, this identity is not revealed
by then but the trend of investigation, little
incidents, some inconsistencies in the deposition
of the people questioned by the detective lead to
some suspicion about a character as the
prepetrator of the crime. The second murder and
sometimes it may be followed by more of this,
leave further clues and upsets the earlier
inferences and the reader often ends up suspecting
more than one person as the killer. When the
picture gets fairly foggy with no light to the right
direction, the detective unravels the mystery in
an expository summary of his findings and the
reader is surprised to find that the person he has
Jeast suspected has turned out to be the killer. Of
course, to hold the reader’s attention making the
exposition logical and credible is no mean job
and success of the novel depends on the extent
to which the writer manages to keep the reader
on the edge of his seat. In Agartha Christie’s
novels the detective Hercule Poirot reserves the
climax to a final sit together of all the prime
characters in the Hall or lobby, as the case may
be, where he gives his grand performance often
leading his audience to suspect one fellow and
then another as the brilliant exposition and
deduction proceeds to its logical end.
Generation of readers swear by the
captivating presence of the famous creation of
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930) detective
Sherlock Holmes. These stories of Sherlock
Homes where accompanied by his faithful friend
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and chronicler Dr. Watson the famous detective,
unravels mysteries after mysteries and solves the
crimes bringing the perpetrator to justice has
remained popular even today. Indeed, the uncanny
skill of Sherlock Holmes of deduction through
sharp observation and logical analysis set a trend
in detective novels where many authors started
emulating the Holmes method. It is not only the
intriguing plots but the character of Sherlock
Holmes with his strong individuality and also the
atmosphere of Victorian England that lay a
powerful hold on the readers’ mind.

It is generally believed that Detective fiction
made its appearance in the early nineteenth
century and Edgar Allen Poe with his book ‘The
Murders in the Rue Morgue’ (1841) was credited
as the first mystery writer. But the classic
Detective fiction which became enormously
popular and still continues to be so evolved in
England. During the years between the two World
Wars i.e roughly between 1920s and 1930s the
British detective novel flourished and almost set
its structure and mode. The reader is confronted
with a puzzle in the unravelling of which he is
led into a labyrinth following twists and turns of
the story. Beguiled by the diabolical cleverness
of the murderer and finally to the climax where
the criminal is unmasked by the superior
intelligence and extraordinary deductive skill of
the detective. Within this structural pattern
different writers, manipulated their stories, some
giving prominence to the characters, delving into
their psychology and some to the plot, the
atmosphere, the locale and of course the
interesting personality of the detective.

Sherlock Holmes, created by Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle has remained the most famous
fictional detective. Father Brown, a creation of
G. K. Chesterton (1874-1936) was a Catholic
priest, kindly and absent minded but a shrewd

judge of character. Agatha Christie’s (1890-1976)
unique creation Hercule Poirot, the little Belgian
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with his egg shaped bald head and the carefully
tended moustache of which he was enormously
proud solved mysteries using his ‘little grey cells’
i.e through brainwork analysing and deducting
rather than running form place to place chasing
criminals and he continues to entertain scores of
readers who has become addicted to him. Agatha
Christie’s another famous creation is Miss Marple,
the village spinster who looks frail and innocuous
but she is a shrewd judge of character and is
more than a match to the devilish intrigue and
cunning of the villain.

Mere crime and violence do not form the
substance of a detective novel, the defining
element is the presence of a central mystery and
its final resolution by a process of intelligent
investigation and deduction. Though many writers
like to start novels with the discovery of a
shocking murder and thereby to hold the attention
of the readers, there are many others like P. D.
James (1920) who has introduced the detective
Adam Dalgliesh, who prefer to present the setting,
the local, the community first and gradually build
up the atmosphere before introducing murder.
Different writers have different approaches, as is
only natural, but the essential elements remain.
Many think that the structure of the detective
fiction is too straight jacketed to give full play to
the imagination, revealing the nuances of human
emotion and the psychological motivation of the
characters. To a certain extent it may be true but
then the concern with human emotions and
psychology and detective fiction are not mutually
exclusive; only the focus of the detective writer
is different. Indeed there are writers who use all
these functionally in their stories of crime and
detection. Writers like P. D. James finds the
structure of the detective novel an ideal format to
write her mysteries which are like mainstream
novels. Of course there will have to be a fine
balance. If an author becomes too ambitious to
achieve some deeper objectives and shifts the

focus away from the central mystery which is the
heart of the detective fiction to serious
examination of the psychology of the characters,
the interplay of human emotions, the family life
of the characters and the social life of the
community at large, he / she may yet produce a
great novel but this will be of a different kind
and it will not be a detective novel. The author
will be required to integrate different elements
functionally to the heart of the matter without
allowing these elements to blunt the sharp edges
of the expectancy of the readers who are looking
forward to the unravelling of the mystery.

British Detective novelists of the golden age
writing during the 1920s and 1930s have
generally a world view of a settled society where
orderliness and goodness are the cherished va.lues
and murder an aberration. The novel set in 2
closed society, ideally a village or a manor house
invites the readers to participate in the game of
discovering the identity of the killer groping along
a path strewn with confusing clues till the
climactic moment when the villain is finally
unmasked. The entertainment is not marrefl b?’ a
Strong upheaval of human emotions questioning
the ambiguity of facile moral judgement. -It‘ is
comfortable reading, absorbing and entertzftmmg
with the locales sometimes evoking nostalgm and
Tomantic longing. Part of the continues interest
and popularity of this type of ﬁct}on, the
Whodunits may be attributed to these traits. .
The American detective novel, rooted 1 a
different literary tradition are quite different, be it
the personality of the detective, the setting, O

the manner of the pursuit after the criminal and

above all the style, the speaking voif:e of th.e
articulator, the author or the detective. It is
Sardonic, unsentimentality bordering on
callousness, direct and unadorned. There is more
violence, gangsterism, cruelty. Power, corruptl.on
and rapacity are much in display and the fietectlve
Who is usually ruthless and efficient relies more

on brawn than on ‘the little grey cells’ to
apprehend the killer.

There are a number of competent storytellers
in this mode of hard boiled detective fiction which
rather tend to be thrillers. The best writers in this
mileu are Dashiel Hammett (1894-1961),
Raymond Chandler (1888-1959), Ross Macdonald
(1915-1983).

The serial killers with morbid psychological
problems has made frequent appearances in the
contemporary novels. Though the unravelling of
the mystery still provides an exciting climax, the
predominant emotion is of terror, insecurity and
an apprehension of violent death in an increasingly
hostile world.

Over the years so many grand artistic
creations have captivated the minds of the readers
— Sherlock Holmes, Hercule Poirot, Miss Marple,
to name a chosen few. They are as diverse as the
city dwelling, orchid loving, corpulent arm chair
detective Nero Wolfe of Rex Stout and the city
resisting, lanky, red haired village constable
Hamish Macbeth of M. C. Beaton who has to do
a considerable running around in his battered
vehicle in a remote comer of Scotland.

As is only natural, famous writers of long
standing popularity have also had their share of
criticism some of which are quite perceptive.
Agatha Christie, it is said, lays out her plot of
crime like a game, the ingenuity purposedly
designed to confuse the readers. Dorothy Sayers,
inspite of her considerable talent and acumen also
devises some unconvincingly clever method of
crime like in the Murder must Advertise. Ngaio
Marsh, in spite of her brilliant openings, allows
her stories to sag somewhat, particularly in the
details of investigation of the crime. P. D. James
with her wonderful sense of place and evocative
power also allows her narrative to wander away
from the main course thereby slackening both
the pace and the tension she had herself built up.

She is of course too good an artist not to be
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aware of this and never fails to restore the
excitement in the climactic scene.

21" century is about to enter its second
decade. Number of new writers have emerged,
some with remarkable promise, happily
concocting a rich brew for their mystery novels.
Films, TVs, DVDs featuring Sherlock Holmes
and Hercule Poirot have ensured their reach to a
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large viewing public.

Popularity of the detective novel has not
diminished. Many readers still prefer to vicariously
enjoy the adventures of Sherlock Holmes and to
get befogged and enlightened by turns in the
reassuring presence of Hercule Poirot and Miss
Marple. And may it be so for many many years.

Indira Goswami's
Dantal Hatir Uye Khowa Hawdah and
Dr Santwana Bordoloi's Adahya

Afshana Hussain Choudhury, BA (English Major), Second Semester

Adahya is an adaptation of Indira Goswami's
Dantal Hatir Uye Khowa Hawdah. Both the
Novel and the film describe the mid-twentieth
Century Assamese society and the widow culture
of the Assamese Brahmin community of the time.
Goswami's short stories and novels, set in different
n.ameg of India, give her readers a taste of the
life in Assam and also of the life beyond the
boundaries of the state. When talking on the tough
Social issues of urban life, the harsh lives of
labourers and the plight of widows in Vrindavan
and Assam, Goswami displays great empathy and
Compassion. She has an ear for the real language
used by the people and, hence, she is capable of
Teproducing the coarse conversations of her
Fharacters. Her way of expressing anger Or
Indignation at forced rituals and oppressive social
Customs is very subtle and restrained in all her
Writings,

The Moth-Eaten Seat of a Tusker is a satra
(Vaishnavite monastery) in the South Kamrup
district of Assam. Adahya also describes Amranga
Satra in South Kamrup of Assam. The plot
'evolves round the lives of two Brahmin widows
N the family of the Satradhikar. Dantal Hatir
Uve Khowa Hawdah vividly brings out the
SUperstitions, the abuse of power and the
OPpression that the widows were subjected to.

he theme is the socio-economic decadence of
the feudal institution existing till modern times

when India was on the threshold of independence.

Assamese culture has been depicted in great
detail in both Dantal Hatir Uye Khowa Hawdah
and Adahya. Both describe the beliefs, customs,
rituals, food-habit, dress and the patterns of the
houses of the Assamese people.

The widows, basically from the Assamese
Brahmin community, were regarded as
inauspicious and had to suffer great disadvantages.
They had to lead a hopeless and frustrated life
and observe many restrictions throughout their
isolated lives. A widow was served a strict
vegetarian food. She could not eat onion, garlic,
fish, meat etc. as mentioned in the novel : "Durga
will not be allowed to eat cooked food. Her daily
share for three days will be raw vegetables and
fruits"— such was the direction about food in the
film, Adahya.

Both the novel and the film revcal that
Assamese Brahmin widows could not wear
ornaments and flowers, and were refrained from
using perfumed oil or soap and could not use
mirror. They had to wear white dresses and could
not put vermillion on their foreheads. In the novel
Mark says, "Do you know how beautiful you
(Giribala) are ? Have you ever seen your face in
the mirror?" In Assamese Brahmin society, the
widows were regarded as impure. It was believed
that whatever the widows touched, became
impure and, hence, nobody could use or touch
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those things. Again, the widows were not allowed
to enter the kitchen where food was cooked for
the family: "She took a step towards the kitchen.
Durga from the middle of the assembled women,
cried out, 'Don't go there! The stove for cooking
fish is kept there.' The Assamese society believed
that owing to the presence of evil stars, many
unusual events happened in life: "Her mother-in-
law suspected that Durga's real horoscope had
three papagrahas (evil planets)." She was
considered inauspicious because of the
papagrahas. The Assamese women were brought
up with the belief that husbands were incarnations
of God. They, therefore, always prayed for the
well-being of their husbands. Even a widow
offered prayers to her dead husband: "You must
offer flowers, tulsi and water daily to your dead
husband's wooden sandals (padukas). You know
husband is a god for a woman."

People believed that a married woman should
not touch a widow. If a married woman did so,
she, too, would become a widow: "Don't touch
her, you women with sindoor! She is a widow
now." An Assamese Brahmin widow should not
touch the shadow of other persons. If she did,
she would be required to take a bath to purify
herself: "All of a sudden, there was an abrupt
cry from Durga. She had found to her horror that
Mark Sahib's shadow had fallen on her body! A
foreigner's shadow on a Goswami widow!! She
fled innediately to the well and prepared for a
second bath."

The novel throws light on the traditional
ornaments worn by the Assamese people. Among
these are the dugdugi (a kind of neck-omament),
galpata (a kind of neck-plate), thuriya and keru
(ear-ornaments) and jon-biri (crescent-shaped
ornament worn on the neck). The houses of the
Assamese people were very simple. They were
generally made of thatch, bamboo and reeds, and
were called kecha-ghars. They had separate

kitchens, drawing-rooms, guest-rooms, dining-
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rooms, prayer-rooms and living-rooms. There
were courtyards in front of their houses where
ceremonial functions were held. The courtyards
were cleaned with a mixture of mud and cow-
dung.

The practice of having a raised bamboo
structure for storing articles above the fire-place
called dhowa chang has been mentioned in the
novel. The dhowa chang is kept in the kitchen
for keeping eatables or for drying things for future
use. This is kept above the fire-place. The use of
the pira (low stool), dhenki (manual husking
machine), khundana (wooden pestle for crushing
betel-nuts), sarai and barpira by the Assamese
people is also mentioned in the novel. The food
habit of the Assamese people can also be known
from Dantal Hatir Uye Khowa Hawdah. Rice is
the staple food of the Assamese people. Milk,
curd, chira, chunga pitha and different kinds of
sweets are mentioned in the novel. Delicious
preparations were made from different kinds of
vegetables, fish, meat, pulses, spices etc. It is
mentioned in Dantal Hatir Uye Khowa Hawdah
that Assamese Brahmins used to take mutton,
mati-dal, rahar-dal, ginger, pepper, potato, brinjal,
sponge-gourd, papaya, ash-gourd etc. A favourite
and common habit of the Assamese people was
(and still is) the chewing of raw areca-nut with
betel leaf and lime. It is also mentioned that
Assamese people used to take their food from
plates of banana-leaves at social functions. In 2
typical Brahmin family, girls were regarded a8
pure till they attained puberty. Afier attaining
puberty, they were considered impure. It was
customary in the Brahmin society for the girls t0
marry before they attained puberty, Brahmin boys
also were not allowed to marry adult girls. This
is seen in the case of Iliman and Indranath in the
novel. After puberty, it became problematic for
Iliman to be married to Indranath. Being 2
Brahmin, Indranath could not marry Tliman though
he was in love with her. The adhikar or the head

of the satra, occupied a respectable position in
the Assamese society. All the members of the
society respect the adhikar.

It is mentioned in Dantal Hatir Uye Khowa
Hawdah that the adhikar and rich merchants used
to keep several elephants to display their status.
These elephants were used to pull timber and
catch wild elephants in the mahals of SOL.lth
Kamrup. This was a respectable business, whlc.h
the adhikars ran with a lot of interest. In this
process, many of them amassed huge wealth:
Depiction of rituals is found in plenty in Mamont
Raisom Goswami's fictional writings- In Dantal
Hatir Uye Khowa Hawdah, it is mentioned that
the Assamese Brahmin widows were not allowed

to take non-vegetarian food and if anybody took

it, it was regarded as a sin and she h.ad 0 pg?rforzr;
some purification rites, under the lnStru(;cl:twneat
the society. If a widow ate fish an n}lz'ttt;
performance of an eight-dhan praJ.laSC 'lght
(purification rite for expiation in wh“fl; tzlthe
quarters of a rupee and other gifts ar¢ példow ate
afficiating priests) was a must. If a Wled betel-
masoor-dal and white pumpkin Of chew -dhanu
nut she was required to Pe‘tform 2 thrt;:tion in
prayaschitta (puriﬁcation rite for ;xpther gifts
which three quarters of a rupec and OUICL

are paid to the officiating priests)-

In Dantal Hatir Uye Khowa Hawdah
Giribala, who is a widow, eats mutton at a social
function and for this she performs prayaschitta.
wShe was pulled towards the well. The purohit
dipped dubori grass in water and sprinkled it on
Giribala. He chanted a Sanskrit mantra which
was characterized by faulty grammar and wrong

pmnunciation."
If an Assamese widow maintained amorous

relationship with a man, it was regarded as a

grave sin by the society and for this she had to

perform some prayaschitta. A Brahmin widow

had to perform a nineteen-dhanu prayaschitta for

the sin of having sexual relationship with a low-

caste man. In the novel, Giribala develops a strong
fascination for Mark Sahib, who was a Christian
and for this, she had to perform some purification
rites. She was brought to a small hut, made of
dry banana-leaves and straw. It was set on fire
with Giribala in it.

Both the novel Dantal Hatir Uye Khowa
Hawdah and the film Adahya depict the
degenerated culture of the Assamese Brahmin
society. The sole objective of Mamoni Raisom
Goswami was to give a detailed description of
various aspects of the decadent Assamese
Brahmin culture and Santwana Bordoloi's
objective also was no different from Goswami's.
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Umrangso: A Dream Valley

Sonia Singh, BA (English Major), Second Semester

Umrangso is a small hill town blessed with
scenic natural splendors.

Umrangso is situated on the borders of
Assam. The hill station is merely 112 kilometres
off Haflong. The North Cacher Hills region forms
a natural and beautiful backdrop of the hill
station. In order to enjoy the journey up to
Umrangso one should start from Haflong Hill
Umrangso and, thereafter, from Jowai to Shillong
Hill. The district can be divided into three distinct
zones from south to north. The southern face of
Borail Range receives considerable high
precipitation. The northern face falls in the rain
shadow of the Range and consequently
precipitation is much lower. The northern part
of the district around Langting is one of the
driest and hottest parts of Assam. The central
part has a cool and equable climate, Cyclonic
disturbances and storms occur frequently in
Surma Valley, but seldom visit Dima Hasao
district. This is due to the shielding effect of
Borail Range. Thunderstorm is quite frequent
during the months of summer. Mist and fog occur
in the winter months. Frost is unknown, even in
depression. Light to moderate winds blow from
north or north-east, except during monsoon when
the wind blows from southwest.

Winter starts in the middle of November
when both day and right temperatures start
falling. The mean maximum and minimum
temperatures are 25.9% and 17.5% respectively
At Haflong, January is the coolest month with
maximum and minimum temperatures being
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20.7°% and 10.7% respectively. The lowest
temperature recorded at Haflong is 5.4%.
Summer starts in March, when day and night
temperatures start rising. The average temperature
in summer is 27.7%, while the highest recorded
temperature is 34.7°. August and September are
the hottest months of the year.

The typical sub-tropical monsoon climate
prevalent in the area is characterized by excessive
moisture content in the air throughout the year.
The area receives pre-monsoon shower during
April, which is accompanied by thunderstorms
and hail force winds. This spell of pre-monsoon
shower is followed by a brief dry dﬂy, and
monsoon starts in the end of May or the
beginning of June. The amount of rainfal] is
highest in the month of July and August.
Southern-most part of the district gets the highest
rainfall in the district. Rainfall and the number
of rainy days decrease from south to north.

| Umrangso has a cool and pleasant type of
climate. It is very cold in winter and less hot in
summer. As, it is a hilly place, Jhum cultivation
is widely practised in this area. Tea estates are
also found in plenty.

Though Umrangso is the native place of
the Dimasa tribe, people of other communities
also live there. The people of the place can rightly
take pride in the unity and brotherhood they have
been maintaining at all costs,

Umrangso, the only industrial town of Dima
Hasao, is 112 kms away from Haflong and 224
kms away from Guwahati. The huge Hydel plant

has came up under North-East Electric Power
Corporation (NEEPCO) with dams in the Kapili
river. The company employs a large number of
people and many workers work under the
company. The Kapili-Hydro Electric Project is 7
kms away from Umrangso, the waters of
Garampani merge with the waters of Kapili
Hydro-Electric Project. Dams and barrages are
built over the river Kapili. The Kapili Hydro-
Electric Project Township is a beautiful picture
on the canvas of Umrangso. '

Visitors to this area can enjoy both hot and
cold bath and fishing in the river Kapili.
Umrangso was earlier known as Garampani, as
Garampani is a hot waterspring near Umrangso.
It is believed that the water of this spring has
medicinal properties. Boating on the serene water
of the lake and the picturesque scene which is
visible from the hill top, are enough to magnetize
its visitors, Garampani is famous for its hot
springs and captivating views of waterfalls. It is
about 124 kms away from Haflong and a good
pPlace for holiday-makers and sight-seers.

A few metres away towards the east, is a
reserve forest abounding in wild animals. The

manicured green cover on the undulating slopes
‘here represents the dawn of a new era. The Kapili
Tea Estate is a pioneering plantation project in
Dima Hasao.

Limestone deposits near Umrongso have
prompted another industrial activity in the region.
There are three cement plants there in Umrangso.
VCL (Viney Cement Limited) is one of them.

Anyone who happens to make a trip across
the tiny picturesque district of Dima Hasao
through the cliffs and curvatures, raptilic paths
and rails with innumerable dark tunnels, is bound
to feel the thrills of quiet and serene beauty that
pervades all around. The road to Umrangso
unfolds like a dream. A procession of hills
streches up to distant lands where shapes merge
with the misty horizon. A gentle breeze whistles
its way through the young pine plantations like
an enchantress leaving traces of fragrance behind,
while for off in the distance the setting sun calls
it a day. Its rays touching the water below like a
magic wand turn the lake into molten gold. This
is Umrangso, a dream come true in the lap of

the silent hills.
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- MIME

Saleha Yeasmin Chowdhury, BA (English Major), Second Semester

Mime is a form of facial expression and
gesture to tell a story. It is basically a form of
folk art and one of the earliest forms of self-
expression through gestures that existed even
before people could speak a language. The word
"mime" comes from the Greek word
"pantomimus" which means "imitating all". Mime
played a major role in the development of

- theatrical arts all over the world. It is very useful
not only for actors or performers, but also for
anyone who needs to communicate clearly.

Everyone does mime. For example, when
we wave at someone to bid good-bye, or shake a
fist at someone threatening to beat him, or we
raise our hand in the class to indicate that we
know the answer to a question we use a mime.

When we see somebody with his thumbs up we
understand that he is suggesting appreciation.
When a politician shows a V' with his fingers he
suggests victory. When the umpire in a cricket
match raises his index finger he declares his
decision that a batsman is out. All these speechless
activities are mimes. When we look around
ourselves with keen observant eyes, we
understand that we are living in a world of mimes.
It is important to note that mime has no contention
with speech. It, on the otherhand, gives beauty
and clarity to speech. Naturally, it did not
disappear after the advent of speech. It remained
in human civilization not only as a mode of
expression but also as a form of art. It has already
turned into a good form of art and proved to be
a source of popular entertainment. It is constantly
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experiencing modifications and trying to achieve
perfection. It has been proved that even moral
lessons can be imparted through mimes. The kind
of mime that does this job is called ethologue.
The Europeans claim that mime was first used in
the performance of ancient Greek comedies and
farcical plays. But we can also rightly claim that
mukabhinay, meaning "silent acting", is also a
very ancient from of art in Indian culture.
Mukabhinay or mime is the representation of
moods and actions through gestures. Mime has
its mark on everything from religious rituals to
street theatre and the classical ballet. It appears
very simple, but in making it realistic one needs
to acquire a lot of skill and undergo a lot of
practice.

In Europe, Mime as a form of drama
originated in Sicily and southen Italy. Sophron of
Syracuse in the fifth century BC and Herodas in
the third century BC composed mime plays. In
the theatre of Dionysus in Athens, masked actors
played mimes. During the festivals of Dionysus,
in particular, the performers of Athens made
special arrangements to honour this great God of
theatre with different kinds of theatrical
performance, including mime. It is believed that
the most elaborate form of mime known as
hypothesis approached the level of trye drama.
This was usually performed by companies of
actors. They concentrated more on the
development of characters than on the
development of plot. Often one actor would play
the part of several characters in the production.

‘Malvolio redicules sir Andrew and

_ Performances were SUp

Mime flourished considerably during the
period of Emperor Augustus (sov. 27 BC to 14
AD), but had to pass through hard times after
the fall of the Roman Empire (5th ¢. AD). The
church authorities started discovering bawdy and
indecent elements in almost all the performances.
The basic form of mime survived even when
many mime performers were ex-communicated
and theatres showing mimes were closed down.
The attitude of the church towards mime soﬁel}ed
with the progress of time and it started reviving
in the Christian world. Some parts of morath
and mystery plays began to be performed in
mime. In mediaeval England, a mime Peffofmef
was called a mummer. Throughout the middle
ages, mime remained a highly popular form of
art all over Europe.

A kind of mime called Comedia dell Arte
originated in the marketplaces and streets of ea.rl)’
sixteenth-century Italy. Sometimes actors wearing
masks, performed mimes with exaggerated
Comical gestures and acrobatic skills. They were

s ioht
cal " 30 espeare’s Twelve Nig
alled "zanni"s. In Shakesp Toby Belch

. " i of Italy
as "fool" oot (sic). The "zanms® O -
ool's zanies" (sic) howing. their

moved from country to country § L ey
Performances. The people of the countries

. nzanni" style. Jean
went to started imitating the l St:rfbere of
Gaspard Batiste Deburan created 8 BUTDS

g "plClTOt , W 0

popular stock characters including "¢ e
represent the heart-broken prot.agoms(;t.on o
known as "pedrolino” in the Italian traditl .the
1786, Joham Jacob Engel wrote a study Ol:ll e
mime in which he declared fhat .S.l e
erior in thetr ablh? ﬂ:o
depict true emotion. .Arouf.nd the tlr:: :ehid:
French Revolution, pantomime becam : arted
of revolutionary political ideas.

ainst their

representing the anger of the miis:: z%ﬁcial form
. imine was

Oppressors. Since miming not subject to the

of performance, actors Wefe_ other
Censorship which Was usually imposed UPOr

types of performance artists.

A very well-known form of contemporary
mime was developed by Marcel Marceau. Of the
French miming tradition, three modern schools
were developed: one by Etienne Decroix, one by
Jacques Lecog and the third one by Marcel
Marceau. Marceau popularized a clown named
"Bip" who, in turn, popularized the white face
and black-and-white striped outfit, which is the
most recognizable image of the mime. In 1949,
Marceau formed a troupe named Compagnie de
Mime Marcel Marceau, which received the
French Deburau Prize. Marceau appeared on
many television programmes and acted in several
films.

During the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
mime practitioners revitalized the tradition, adding
many new components to ancient miming
techniques. Jacques Copeau, a prominent French
theorist, producer, actor, director and dramatist,
established an acting school named the Theatre
du Vieux Colombier where he introduced to his
students the art of miming with a mask. This
was an attempt to present substitutes for the
realistic "well-made" play. He also wanted to
undermine the star system prevailing among
celebrity actors. The research and practice of
Copeau and his student, Etienne Decroux, brought
a lot of glory to the art of mime. Mime
practitioners, who believed that mime was an
isolated art in which the expression of human
experiences with stylized gestures and body
movements were enough, were gradually
convinced that it was as good as any great art
and it could successfully be combined with any
serious drama and was capable of taking any
dramatic activity to the summit of excellence.

There are multiple styles of twentieth-century
mime, which have enriched other stage arts. It
has influenced the rise of what is known ag
wphysical theatre”. Mime in the twentieth century
incorporated so many new elements that it wag
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no longer referred to exclusively as mime. It was
called mime-dance, mime-clowning, mime
puppetry, Nea Vaudeville etc. and if it contained
movement expression along with other elements,
it was loosely alluded to as "physical" or
"movement theatre".

Classical dances in India extensively use
mimes. They use specific hand-gestures called
mudras which accompany dance and further the
stories they tell. The hand-gestures are highly
detailed and the dancers take care to properly
execute them. In Kathakali. in particular, the
performers present a narrative via stylized
gestures to play different characters and actions,
and describe landscapes. Recitation and music
and sometimes effective footwork accompany the
performance.

It is difficult to get the names of ancient
mime actors. Yet the first recorded mime actor
was Telestes who took part in Aeschylus’s famous
play Seven Against Thebes. Mime had a
commendable role in the early phase of motion
picture, when stories were mainly told with
heightened body-movements. Silent film
comedians like Charlie Chaplin, Harold Lloyd and
Buster Keaton had, therefore, to learn the craft
of mime in the theatre and use it in cinema.
Samuel Avital, Wolfe Bowart, Tonny Brown ,

S gL @ TS (AT FLTE SCEAIGHT}

Adam Darius, Carlos Martinez, Harpo Mark and
his brothers, Nola Rae, Pan Tau, Richmond
Shepard, Jogesh Dutta, Lon Chaney and Daro
Fo are some of the internationally acclaimed mime
actors. Moinul Haque of Assam founded the first
ever mime institute of the northeast, named
"Mime Academy" in 1991. Haque is an eminent
mime performer, who won the prestigious Sangeet
Natak Akademi Award in 2009. :

Creative literature has not been thoroughly
negligent of the mime performers. Ansichten eines
Clowns (literally meaning "Opinions of a Clown"),
a novel written by Germany’s foremost post-
World War II writer and Nobel laureate, relates
the downfall of a mime artist named Hans
Schneir. He descended into poverty and
drunkenness after being abandoned by his
beloved. "Coulrophobia", a story written by the
Pushcart Prize winner Jacob Appel, depicts the
tragedy of a landlord whose marriage slowly
collapses after he rents a spare apartment to a
mime actor who succeeds in winning the heart of
his wife. The Last Butterfly, the first novel by
the Canadian writer Michael Jacot, depicts the
pathetic conditions of a mime artist in Nazi-
occupied Europe, who is forced by his oppressors
to perform for a team of Red Cross observers.

Bharat Natyam: From Temple to Stage

Pratishruty Saikia, BA (English Major), Second Semester

Bharat Natyam, a classical form of Indian
dance originated in the South Indian state of Tamil
Nadu. It is one of the oldest and the most perfect
dance forms among the Indian classical styles of
dance. Graceful body-movements, mime and
music contribute in equal measure and proportion
to the perfection of this dance. Speaking a
universal language of gestures replete with diverse
moods and emotions, it brings to life the glorious
sculptures of the temples as well as many lively
stories from Indian mythology.

Indian classical dance is, above all, religious
and it was performed in the past strictly in the
temples by devadasis, i.e. female dancers who
were hereditarily attached to the temples and had
been dedicated to some deity. The word Bharata
signifies the author of the famous Sanskrit treatise
on stagecraft, named Natya Sasira. The word
Bharat Natyam has its etymology as: bha for
‘bhava' or ‘abhinaya’l‘expression’, ra for raga
or ‘melody’ and 'ta’ for tala or 'thythm'.

Traditionally, the dance was performed by
devadasis (community of female temple dancers)
in the ancient temples. The devadasis were
women who dedicated their lives 10 the service
of the temple deities. Somewhere around 1930s
Some surviving devadasis, such as the legendary
Balasaraswati, were called for Stage-perf'.:)rmance
by the educated elite intent on leaming this dance.
In ancient times Bharat Natyam Was performed

as sadir attam (court dance) by kovil (temple

devadasis). E. Krishna lyer and Rukmini Devi
m as Bharat

Arundule renamed the sadir atta

Natyam in 1930. Many ancient sculptures in
Hindu temples are bassed on Bharat Natyam
karanas or dance postures. It is said that the
celestial dancers (apsaras) brought down this
dance form to the earth where it became famous
by the acronymous word bharat with the word
natyam added to it.

It was customary for many Hindu temples
to keep bands of trained musicians and dancers.
The practice was encouraged by the rulers of the
land in which the temples were situated. The
traditional Bharat Natyam 1is inseparable from
music and drama. Bharat Natyam has three
distinct elements: nritta (rhythmic dance material),
natya (mime or dance with an exaggerated
dramatic quality) and nritya (combination of nrittq
and natya).

The use of slave girls as temple dancers is
a global phenomenon and has a long history.
History bears testimony to the fact that slave
women dedicated to temple deities not only
danced but also satisfied the lasciviousness of
the priests of the temples and the rulers of the
lands. The Great Harris Papyrus of ancient Egypt
reveals that during the reign of Ramesses III gg
many as 86,486 male and female slaves were
dedicated to the Egyptian gods and godesses and
it would be no wild speculation to say that g
sizeable section of the female slaves had tq
become dancers at the temples. The history of
Babylon bears evidence to the fact that the slaye
women who had been dedicated to the goddess
Ishtar had to give company not only to the deity
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but also to the priests of the temples. All those
women were required to be excellent singers and

dancers. Ishtar had a lover, named Tammuz.

Royal persons and priests represented that
Tammuz in the temples of Babylon and got their
carnal desires satisfied by the female dancers in
them. In his famous book The Golden Bough, J.
G. Fraser has observed that there had been
dancing women in almost all the temples of West
Asia (including those in Jerusalem) long before
the beginning of the Christian Era. In the book
The Gateway to the Dance, Ruby Ginner has
said that in ancient Greece "Long robed lonians
delighted the God with dancing and song." Those
"Long robed Ionians" were temple slaves. Temple
women in ancient Greece were called Hierodule
who were bound to satisfy the royal personages
and priests not only with dance and music but
also with sex. This practice prevailed abundantly
in the temples of Juno, Venus and Bacchus. There
existed a kind of temple dancers named Virgins
at the Sun in the temples of the Incas in South
America. Given the fact that these ‘Virgins’ were
surrounded by lascivious priests, it is doubtful
how many of them could retain their virginity.

A cave-inscription at Ramgarh in Madhya
Pradesh in India reveals the existence of a temple
dancer named Sutanuka in third century BC India.
The inscription reads as follows: "There was a
devadavi named Sutanuka who loved an artist
named Devadutta of Benares." Ancient
civilizations in all countries gave an almost
unhindered freedom to the kings in respect of the
enjoyment of everything worth-enjoying on this
planet. While the ancient canons allowed a
common man to be united with a public woman,
they allowed a king to be united not only with a
public woman but also with a heavenly dancer.
This heavenly dancer was a beautiful devadasi

or an apsara on carth. Madhavi in the Tamil epic
Silappadikaram Was perfectly in line yvith the
so-called heavenly dancers like Urvasi, Menaka,
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Rambha and Ghritachi. The temple dancers in
Orissa were called Maharis or Surabeshyas. They
were called Gunis also. In his book Castes and
Tribes of Southern India, the famous
anthropologist Edgar Thurston observes that many
gunis were converted into public prostitutes.
"Gunis is the name of Oriya dancing girls and
prostitutes. It is derived from the Sanskrit Guna,
meaning qualifications or skill in reference to their
possession of qualification for, and skill acquired
by training when young in enchanting by music,
dancing etc.” The Mystore Gazetteer speaks of 2
variety of devadasis named Basavi. It says: "The
'Basavi' system, which involved a sort of
prostitution was prevelent in the district. In a few
castes, in a few cases, the daughter instead of
being given in marriage, was dedicated to a god
or goddess and was turned into what is known
as a ‘Basavi'. Sometimes a girl suffering from 2
serious illness was promised to be so dedicated,
if she recovered. In a few families it was a custom
to dedicate one of their daughters, often the oldest:
Sometimes a girl became a 'Basavi' if she W25
unable to get a bridegroom.” When a devadasi
was rendered incapable of singing and dancing:
and satisfying the carnal desires of the priests
and royal personages, she was called taikkijhab
This taikkijhabi was divested of her pampadams
Or €ar-ornaments and ousted from the temple-
Her pampadams were given to some artumpat’®
Or young dancing-girl. While the taikkijhabi
mpvt?d from house to house and street to strect
begging, the artruparrq having tattoos on her body
and wearing her pampadams, danced in the
tel_nple's and distributed sexual favour amons
priests and royal personages, :
The platform where the devadasis of Ta% il
Nadu used to dance was called 'thadpad’. Ther®
Were rajadasis also, who also danced. They 12
to dance under dvajastambhas o flag-staffs. B
the. devadasis and the rajadasis received thel’
training in dancing under narruans. THe

nattuans did not take part in dance. They trained
and directed dance. Temple dance, as a form of
art, flourished till the early years of the twentieth
century on the mutual cooperation of the
devadasis and nattuans.

The first attempt to stop the devadasi system
in Madras (now Tamil Nadu) is a matter of 1929.
But the attempt failed. However, this heinous
system received a legistative blow in 194‘{.
Though the blow was not fully successfu.l, it
appeared clear that the system would not continue

long, We are glad to say that while the devadasi

System has now officially gone out of existence,
the dance forms of the devadasis are not 01.11y
existing, but also flourishing. The dances which
were once performed in the light of earthen or
metal lamps are now being performeq under the
dazzling light of electricity. It is evident from
some temple engravings that the devadasis who
danced wore huge ornaments but put on
insufficient clothes; but the Bharat Natyam amSt;
today put on both sufficient clothes an

Ornaments. The ornaments are, howevel made

of cheap metals . L
Bharat Natyam was brought t0
the beginning o;ythe twentieth century. At preseg:
the Bharat Natyam recitals are u-sua.lly nst
Performed inside the temple but outside 1t. I\;Iac])( '
contemporary Bharat Natyam perforn-lanzes e
Place on the stage with electronic evs o
tecording every detail of the performances.

i ized or
Popular culture, the modified, modernize

-« heing exposed
semi-classi atyam is being
mi-classical Bharat Naty ovies, tv-

largely through commercial mrformances.
Programmes and dazzling stage-pe o dance
There are academics and commer

i atyam.
Institutes with gurus t0 teach Bl;:rzu::c Zong
Many people choose to leam Cama of its

With Bharat Natyam. Io the coilr:concrete
Movement from temples and COUrtS ; has rapidly
Stage, the modern Bharat Nat?’?mal hereditory
Passed from the perview of @dluon

the stage at

families and dancers to the hands of the educated

elite. Furthermore, this Indian dance is often

considered a means of meditation and reflection.

While it continues to draw on traditional

movements and spirituality, it is -experiencing

changes and modifications in both style and

theme. Until the 1930s, this dance was performed

almost exclusively by the devadasis and

sometimes by the rajadasis. But since the
beginning of a vigorous campaign to end the
devadasi system, all the Indian classical art forms
including Bharat Natyam have got rid of their
previous stigma and become highly adorable art-
forms. The devadasis in the past were married to
the stone-deities in the temples, but the dancers
of any kind of classical dance today live happy
and decent family lives and occupy highly
respected places in society. Moreover, the Bharat
Natyam gurus are getting extraordinary
importance in society. Younger generation is
paying these gurus both honour and honorarium.
Today Bharat Natyam is taught and performed in
class-rooms, on stages and at festivals. It ig
scientifically taught with direct reference to the
Natya Sastra, an ancient book describing Indian
performing arts including dance, theatre and
music.

Bharat Natyam is known for jtg
preciseness and perfection of the movements,
Different postures of this dance-form are calleq
karanas. These karanas are prevalent in the
sculptures of the Hindu temples. There are eight
universal emotions or rasas, which are supposed
to be used in every performance. The eight
emotions are love, pity, anger, disgust, heroism,
awe, terror and comedy. Mudras or hand gesures
are also used in the dance to support the emotions
represented. During, the performance, Carnatic
music, which is a very precise form of Indjan
music, is used. The dance is a visual embodiment
of the music with incredibly exact choreography
from head to toe and exaggerated €ye-movementg,

e WW ®iyv8y




The costumes are just as intricate as the dance
and music. The dancers use a dramatic make-up
to make their facial expressions highly effective.
This beautiful dance-form is now thriving after
its virtual departure from the temples and finding
a stage for performance in every part of this
planet.

Today Bharat Natyam has remarkably
digressed from its devadasi roots. Dancers are
using materials from a vast array of traditions
and looking at ethnic and traditional materials

References :

with highly receptive minds. Bharat Natyam is
now being danced even with Rabindra Sangeet
and Bodo songs. Now the question is whether
these innovations, modifications and experiments
are cutting at the roots of the pristine beauty or
ecstasy of Bharat Natyam. If it is doing that, we
must say goodbye to experiments. If it is not
doing that, we must welcome innovations and
modifications, because we know that culture is a
fresh and ever flowing river, not a stagnant pool,
where motionless matters nor and nauseate.

I Bhattacharya, Mandira: "Bharat Natyam: Mandir Theke Manche", Samay Prabaha, 6 September, 1992,

Guwahati.

2. Chattopadhyay, Gayatri: Bharater Nrityakala, Calcutta: Navapatra, 1989.
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Origin of the Leeches: A Karbi Folk-Tale

Retold by: Livai Patorpi, BA (English Major), Second Semester

Once upon a time, there was great king in
the land of the Karbis. It is said that during that
time the land was not fully mature. He had two
sons, Hon Kungor and Mon Kungor. The eldest
son, Hon Kungor, is said to be very strong. He
was a cultivator and it is said that he could
cultivate a vast tract of land within a very short
time. The younger son, Mon Kungor, was Very
handsome and he possessed a very sharp brain.

One night, Mon Kungor saw in his dre'ar.n a
very beautiful princess known as Dalimet living
in an eastern land. She was the only daughter of
the Great King of heaven, Songsar Recho, who
Was worshipped by all Karbi people as the God
of their land. Mon Kungor revealed his dream to
an old woman who was believed to be a fortunfi—
teller, The woman told him that the princess in
his dream was his would-be wife.

Mon Kungor then told his parent§ a})out his
dream and about the old woman's prediction. The
Kiﬂg and the Queen then told their eldes
Hon Kungor to go to that Kingdom to get the
Princess for his brother, since he had the strength
and energy to go. But he could not reach1 the
Place even though he had travelled a very long
distance, because he did not know that thz
Kingdom was purely imaginary. So, he remEen
t© his palace disappointed and alor.le. qu, e
S€t out alone in search of that invisible ngdmg
and the princess of his dream. He went on anl
on, but did not find the place. At 1ast he felt
exhausted and started searching for 2 shelterht.o
Sleep at night. After a long search, he found his

t son

old widow grandmother's hut in the midst of the
forest.

Mon Kungor went to the hut and found it
closed. He with all eagerness to meet her, knocked
at the door of the hut. Hearing it, the old widow
opened the door. Mon, then, said to the widow,
"Grandma, I have come a long way; so, I am
very exhausted now. If you permit me, I will
take shelter for the night at your house. I have
come to this place in search of Princess Dalimet,
the daughter of Songsar, who is the King of Earth
and Heaven." The old widow, who knew the
secret kingdom on the holy place, told him, in
detail, all possible ways of finding out the place.

The old widow, however, told Mon that it
was not so easy to enter the Kingdom. While
entering it he would face many problems and
hazards on the way to it. He would be required
not only to fight a number of evil spirit and devils
but also to encounter thunder, lightning and storm.
He would be required to cross many rivers and
fight wild animals. They would aggressively stand
in his way and hinder him. To overcome all those
dangers he would need to be very patient and
make a quick use of his brain. She advised him
to take his grandfather's walking stick which
would stand in good stead in his danger. That
stick would serve as a source of his power and
strength. Seeing the stick, they would stay aside
and give up the idea of disturbing him. And as
soon as he would see the princess, he must catch
hold of her and put her in a golden cage and run
away with her.
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Mon decided to follow her advice and
resumed his search for the princess with the stick
held tightly in his hand. He went and went,
crossed rivers, mountains and forests, fighting
wild animals, spirits and monsters. At last he
reached the Kingdom and found the princess. As
soon as he found her, he put her in the golden
cage, and progressed towards his own Kingdom
with the girl in it. On his way back, Mon took
rest under the shade of a tree beside a river. He
placed the golden cage beside him and fell asleep.
Meanwhile, a devil appeared there with a view
to eating his sweet liver and drinking his blood.
Her eyes were drawn towards Dalimet Kungri in
the cage beside Mon. She felt jealous of her purity
and beauty and took the golden cage to the river
and dipped Dalimet Kungri into it and killed her
there. She then took out all the cloths of the
princess and put it all on her own body and
disguised herself as Dalimet Kungri and stayed
quietly in the cage. Mon remained completely
ignorant of what had happened during his sleep.
Meanwhile, she started apprehending that the
Princess might not have die, and in case she had
been alive her dream of marrying Mon would
remain unfulfilled.

After sometime, Mon woke up and went to
his palace to tell his parents about the success of
his mission and the need to make preparations
for bringing the Princess into the palace. The
King and the Queen then ordered their ministers
and soldiers to accompany their son, Mon, and
bring in the Princess to the palace. Beating their
drums and playing their flutes, the soldiers and
ministers went along with Mon to the place where
he had kept the golden cage. They brought the
cage to the palace. But when the Queen bathed
the Princess for the marriage, they felt unable to
breathe, and were about to vomit owing to the
bad smell coming out of the bride's body. So,

they were overpowered by the fear that the girl
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might not be Dalimet Kungri. Mon must have
brought a wrong person, because the real princess
would not have that kind of bad smell. But Mon
Kungor, was fully convinced that the girl, he
brought, was none but Dalimet Kungri. So,
though she looked ugly and smelt abominably, he
accepted her as his wife.

Days, months and years passed. One day a
cowherd, while looking after some cows near a
river bank, saw a lotus blooming beautifully in
the river. He went there and plucked the flower
and took it as a present for the bride of the palace.
The people of the Kingdom then began to throng
to see the beautiful flower almost forgetting to
have a gaze at the beauty of the wife of the
prince, because, the beauty of the flower had far
surpassed her beauty. The wife of the prince got
disappointed and smashed the flower into pieces
and threw it away into the garden. From the
damaged flower there emerged a Hunmili flower-
plant. The flower was so beautiful that the people
could not take their eyes away from it. So, the
bride was again jealous of it and plucked the
flower out and gave it to a beggar. The beggar
took it home happily and put it in a basket. The
next morning, when the beggar went near the
basket to have a look of the flower, he did not
find it. Instead of the flower, he saw an egg lying
in the basket. The flower had turned jtself into

an egg and from the egg, it transformed into 2
baby girl.

The baby girl grew up into a beautiful gir!
with the love of the beggar and the villagers-
They then called her Hunmili, for she had her
birth from the Hunmili flower. The beauty of
Hunmili again surpassed the beauty of the bride
so much that people began to think that it would
be very good if they could marry Mon with
Hunmili. Then one day, they married the two-
Afterwards, the devil (the first wife of Mon) came

to know that Hunmili was none but the Dalimet
Kungri she had killed. So, she planned to kill her
again.

One day, the devil secretly hung a sharp
sword over the Prince's bed. She tied it t the
ceiling with a thin thread so that it might fall
down upon Mon's chest and kill him. Then she
would be able to eat his liver and drink his blooc.i.
When Hunmili came to know about it, the dev.ll
cunningly accused her of the mischief, though n
reality it was the devil herself who had done 1t.
She was the one who always pretended t0 love
her so that she could eat his liver one day. MOITE
however, got angry with Hunmili as the de:
repeatedly complained to him against her. e, e
asked his soldiers to take Hunmili av.va}’ andt;O
punish her appropriately. The de.v_ll secre. :
instructed the soldiers to kil Hunmili and bring
her liver to her. In fact she intended to eat her
liver because for a long time she had not eaten
any liver. )

The soldiers, who knew the real culprit bult
did not dare to tell the truth t0 Mon, tookTIl;I:m;;]i
to a far off place from their Riogfo? d tg find
pity for their good mistress, S0, they trie o
out a safe shelter for her, but foufld o largt;
they built a bamboo cottage beautifully 10> T/
forest where no human being dared to live.
hut was built behind twelve mOU0
dense forest to ensure that the devi
no knowledge about her. 4 presented

They went back to their - tlljle devil,
the liver of a dog named Sunore t0devoured it
who thinking it to be Hunmilis V"
up happily. Ever since receivirs
Hunmili's death, prince Mons m?;ep or talk to
been in peace. He could not €2t ° with thoughts
People. He always looked depres™ himself. He
of Hunmili. He could 10t forg f ailments
began to suffer from different kinds ©

) of
iving the news

and began to take rest in bed. He started living

alone.

Mon's condition so worsened that his soldiers
started pitying him. So, one day, like every year,
they organized a hunting trip to the forest. They
invited and insisted their prince Mon on
accompanying them in the hunting so that he
might feel little better. They went and went, but
did not find even a single bird. They crossed the
first mountain, the second mountain, the third,
the fourth and thus, the twelfth mountain, too.
They had reached the place where the soldiers
had kept Hunmili. The next day, there was a
heavy rain with thunder and storm. They had to
find out a cave where the prince could take his
shelter, but they found none. Then they took him
to the hut they had once built for Hunmili to live
in, long ago. There, inside the hut, they found
the firewood still burning but did not find its
owner. Mon then prayed to Nature asking her
permission to stay in the hut. "Whosever hut it
may be and whosever area it may be, we are
going to take shelter here in this hut for the night."

The next morning, when Mon woke up and
went out to wash his face, he heard the sweet
chirping of the birds. When he looked up, he
saw two birds talking to each other. They were
discussing the different forms of Dalimet Kungri
petween themselves. Mon listened to them
curiously in silence. One of the two said to the
other, "O friend, what a sad story it is! Before
Mon Kungor had taken away the daughter of
Barithe (King Songsar), the supreme deity of this
land, to his palace, it was very pleasant to live
in. The situation was very peaceful and the
ambience beautiful. Things were in peace and
harmony and everything was going on peacefully
and happily according to Nature's design. There
were people to worship her also." Then the other
replied to her, "Oh! Were they so? Tell me, te]]
me, my friend! T want to know about Dalimet.
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Then the first bird said to her, "Yes, yes, I'll tell
you surely, Dalimet Kungri (Hunimli). (The bird
was Dalimet Kungri herself who had transformed
herself into a bird). Having heard the conversation,
Mon Kungor, looked at the bird and said to one
of them, "If you are really Dalimet Kungri, please
come flying to me and sit on to my palm." The
bird which was actually Dalimet Kungri came
flying to him and sat on his palm. The prince
then caught hold of her tightly. The bird entreated
him to free her from his clutch. She said, "If you
take me back to the palace, the devil will eat me

up."

Mon, then wanted to know of her why and
how she was transforming into a bird from a
human being. The bird told Mon everything about
her transformation. She revealed to him the true
nature of his first wife. She told him that his first
wife was not actually a human being, but a devil,
constantly plotting to kill both of them so that
she could satisfy her carnivorous nature by eating
their livers and drinking their blood. Having told
him all these, the bird returned to its original
human form and got united with the Prince. They
kissed each other sweetly and had their food
together happily.

Then they planned to punish the devil
appropriately. Mon and his soldiers returned to
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their palace keeping Dalimet Kungri behind in
the hut and promising her that she would be taken
back to the palace after the devil was killed.
Reaching the palace, Mon asked his devil-wife
to go with him for a bath in the river. They went
to the river where the devil had once drowned
Dalimet Kungri to death. As soon as the devil
bent her head to wash her hair in the river, Mon
drew out his sword and cut her neck. He, in fact,
completely separated the head from the rest of
the body and threw both the parts into running
water. From the blood of the devil, were born
thousands of leeches. These leeches have no eyes,
but wherever they get the smell of blood, they go
running to suck it, thinking it must be the blood
of Dalimet Kungri and her husband.

With a huge procession of horses and
elephants and beating of drums, the King's men,
then, went to the forest to bring back Dalimet
Kungri from the hut. They crossed seven
mountains, thirteen rivers and twenty-five
fountains to reach the hut where Dalimet Kungri
was living. They brought her back to the palace
and handed her over to the Prince, While the
prince and Dalimet lived happily in the palace,
the devil remained in wetlands in the form of

leeches constantly looking for blood to quench
her thirst with.

Chimneysweeps: In Life and Literature

Joyshree Saikia, BA (English Major), Second Semester

A pathetic trade in English life was the sale of
tender-aged boys for chimneysweeps. A
chimneysweep was one who cleaned the ash and
soot from the chimney. In the United Kingdom boys
were bought from workhouses and poor people,_and
trained by master-chimneysweeps to climb
housetops and clean the chimneys there. BOIV_S 43
young as six or seven years of age had to climb
narrow hot flues taking fumes and smokeaway from
boilers. The work was dangerous as they could be
jammed in the flues, suffocate or be burnt to death.
The soot was a carcinogen and the boys had to
remain constantly in the touch of so9ts. They had to
carry huge soot all over their bodies. ’I‘he),lf1 wcLe
scarcely allowed to wash themselves and, »::rlllce‘:i
they were prone to Chimneysweeps' Cancer, cath r
"soot warit". These unfortunate boys slept togeti
on the floor with sacks covering their boc.hes. '};;:2
were the sacks they used during the a t the
used to be huge soots over the sacks and yewith
boys had nothing else to cover themsel‘\lfes -
These sacks are called "Sleeping Blacks.” that

With the increase of urb.am populatloger i
came with rapid industrialization; the r:;:mervice
houses with chimneys also increased and the hSt pa
of the chimneysweeps became mgch sm;gn v
Buildings were higher and hlghlfr TibusH
chimneytops were grouped tf’g_et er.un 41200
chimneys started to appear in Britain arca.Il z thé
when they replaced the opent fire bl_lml tf 1in the
middle of one-room houses; they'prohfe;a i
country, especially in its industrial north,

Industrial Revolution.

The sufferings of the chimneysweeps were
indescribable. The master-chimneysweeps
compelled the new recruits under them to go up by
their knees and elbows, bearing unbearable physical
pains. The masters would harden up their skins by
keeping them standing beside roasting fire. The boys
were paid no wages and had to live with the masters
who fed them. They were compelled to remain dirty
and denied the freedom of using water on their
bodies and become clean. They were, in fact,
punished if they bathed or attempted to bathe. The
master-chimneysweeps were resolute on depriving
them of the taste of fresh life through bath.
Sometimes an apprentice would be persuaded to
climb a ladder while the master-sweep would either
light a fire of straw or brimstone candle underneath _
and encourage the helpless boy to increase his
painstakingness by bearing the heat. Another method
of increasing his painstakingness was to send
another boy up behind him to prick pins into the
soles of his feet or buttocks.

An 1817 report to the British Parliament
reveals that climbing boys suffered inhuman torture
and neglect. In addition, they exhibited stunted
growth and deformity of their spines, legs and armg
Their ankle joints and knees were awfully affected.
Sores and inflammation of the eyelids that coyjq
lead to the loss of sight were very common. Bruiseg
and burns were obvious hazards of having to work
in an overheated environment. Cancer of the
scrotum was only found among chimneysWeepS
and, hence, it was called "chimneysweeps’ cancer"
in the hospitals. Asthma and inflammation of the
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chest were attributed to the fact that the boys had to
be out in all weathers.

Master-chimneysweeps were often depicted in
Victorian literature as scoundrels who abused and
persecuted their childworkers. However, these
scoundrels were rich and powerful members of
British social life. In'the 1840s the master-
chimneysweep of the Stagg's Gardens emerged as
a leading political figure of his locality, writes
Dickens in his novel Dombey and Son. Gamfield in
Dickens's Oliver Twist earned three pound ten
shillings as a premium for accepting Oliver as an
apprentice from the workhouse that was keen on
getting rid of the orphan. Gamfield, however,
expected more, i.e. five pounds as had been
promised by the workhouse authorities, but the
authorities justified the revised premium, pointing
out that the cost of maintaining Oliver would be
negligible. Anyway, Gamfield got not only Oliver
but also some money. Many poor people sold their
children to these master-chimneysweeps. Tom, in
William Blake's poem "The Chimneysweeper" in
his Songs of Innocence vindicates his allegation with
the following words :

"When my mother died, I was very young,

And my father sold me while yet my tongue

Could scarely cry weep weep weep.

So your chimneys I sweep and in soot I sleep.

Here the chimneysweep categorically alleges
that he was sold when he was very young and it
was none but his father who had sold him. Though
he was deprived of human treatment by his earthly

masters, he expected good treatment and justice

from his father in heaven and, therefore, in a dream
that is spoken of in the poem, he feels that he, along
with other chimneysweeps, was set free by an Angel
and sent to heaven. A note of sarcasm on the
catechistic lesson of duty taught in the charity
schools of the eighteenth century ends the poem:
"So if all do their duty, they need not fear harm."
Blake's "The Chimney-Sweeper" in his Songs
of Experience relates the chimneysweep's complain
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that his parents clothed him in the clothes of death
and went to the church to praise God, the Priest
and King - "who make up a heaven" of the misery
of the chimneysweeps.

In his Sketches by Boz, Dickens sketches the
streets of London where little boys with their high
spirited mirth provided a contrast to the demeanour
of alittle chimneysweep who not only knocked hard
on a rich man's door till his hand ached but also
endangered his lungs by crying aloud to awaken
the maidservant of the house and allow him an
opportunity to sweep the chimney at the housetop.

- In his noyel The Water Babies, Charles
ng,sley amalgamates illusion with reality and
de?lcts the horrible conditions of the lives of the
chlfnneysweeps and indicate what they mj ghtbein
their conditions of freedom. In this novel Kingsléy
po‘rtrays his protagonist Tom, a young
chimneysweep, who did not remember ever havin
ha(.i a father. Along with him there were otﬁe%
chimneysweeps who earned money for their
masters. Kingsley's Tom could no ;

nor could he say his pra .
. yers. He did
himself as there was no water at tf, not wash

ere e place wh
w?s. kept. His dirty black figure terrorized gir‘l:sn:l:z
elicited the laughter of economically ayen boys

His master was a hard hearted, foul-mouthed fellow

who never felt tired of usin
: g obscen
chimneysweeps under him e wordsatthe

Inreal life, Tom spent ha}
laughed the other half, When

fhis time crying and
he Was persuaded to

dreamed of becoming a master-

- . s
sit in the public-house with 5 q Wweep who would

vart of beer and a

t read or write,

long pipe and play cards for silver money. He further
dreamed that he would have three apprentices under
him and while bullying them he would knock them
out just as his master did to him.

One day, while doing his dreadful work, Tom
by mistake, emerged in the bedroom of Ellie who
was an upper-class girl. She mistook him for a thief
and chased him. He ran away, hot and bothered,
and slipped into a cooling stream, where he was
transformed into a "water-baby". He becamea do-
as-you-like, embarking on a series of adventu.res
and mixing freely with other water-babies like him.
His character improved and he proved to be a moral
creature. The major spiritual creatures in this new
world were the fairies "Mrs. Do-as-you-would-be-
doneby", "Mrs Be-done-by-as-you-did” and Mothel'
Carey. Tom was allowed the company of Ellie,
had drowned after his escape. '

Grimes, Tom's old master, also dr
in his final adventure, Tom Uavellﬁd'.tQ :
the world where his torturer,was being. P
for his misdeeds. _"]jonizh@lped .Grime 40 find
repentence and Grime was give:il a sec
to successfully perfonfl a penance. BY
eamestness to do the right things t0 4o,

who

the end of

ond chance
proving his
Tom earned

ned and Ay T B
ow " contemporary Marx saw g.sartoo'i_'of exploitation

umshed '

s

children even in extremely hazardous works.

The Water Babies is a didactic fable through
which Kingsley exposes many common practices
and prejudices of the time. It had been intended, in
part as a satire, a tract against cHild-labour, and also
as a serious critique of the closed-minded
approaches to sclentgstsl}k&Dal"WIn, whom
Kingsley had once praised. In the book, Kingsley |
argues that no person is qualified to say that ~
something he has not seen (e.g. human soul or a
water-baby) does not exist. In fact, Kingsley's
argument in favour of Datwin is based on‘a wrong
interpretation of Darwin's theory of evolution. While
Kingsley's water-babies and the do-as-you-likes-in -
water were sheer figments of his imagination,
Darwin's theory of évolution is a scientific theory-in
which imaginatiofi Kas scarcely an¥’ role to:play.
Moreover, in Kingsley's writings there-is a
determined effort to defenqt;gli'gioh" what. his’

E

and an opiurn of thepeople” ~* F T ¢
However, Kingsley's Water-Babies' madea
tremendous impact on-the' nineteenth céntury

‘English Society. The novel was highly popular in-’

] 1" t
himself a return to human form and become agred:

wplan railways, and
' and'rifled
d, but the

man of science” who could
Steam-engines and electric,tel,egr'aphf
guns and so forth." He and Ellie go:l gg;te,
book claims that they never marred- S

The stcs>ry of Th: Water Babies is th?“?af}ifg;'
Concerned with the question of CBrZHeR
redemption. With this theme, Kings
the reality that industrialized E0g!

v

Poor badly and encourag?d th

England during his day a.r_ld was a’mainstay of
British children's literature for many decades. In -
1875, Shaftesbury deplored the practice of

- employing children for the sweeping of chimneys '

with the following note in his diary : "One hundred

~ and two years have elapsed since the'Good Jonas

' Hanway brought the brutal inequity before the
: public, yet in many parts of England and Ireland, it

|oy amalgamates fill prevails with the full knowledge and consent

and treafed ber
¢ employment of .

of thousands of all classes."
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MIRROR

Rumi Tanti, BA (English Major), Second Semester

The mirror in us is hard to find,

In the deep and vast ocean of the mind.
We swim to find,

But to see ourselves in the mirror is tough
The mirror in ourselves is hard to face,
Because it always tells us the truth,

And makes us realize our faults.

Actually, finding our mirror

And standing without fear before it

Is a proof of our purity.

It never shows any artificial theory

It exactly shows the reflection of the mind.
A shadow of ours is not always

A thing of our satisfaction.

So also a mirror

Is not a thing of our eternal joy.

We refuse to face the truth,

And thus, it is easy to ignore !!

The more we grow distant,

The closer it comes to us.

setr &

LOVE

( Liberal translation of ¢
» e Karbi
“Konghon’ by Longkam i:zlnp)“m

M - . -
oina Katharpi, pa (English Major), Second Semester

Man comes to the earth to live
And God is no sender of bad mapn
What’s the use of al] your prayers.
So long your minds are good ?

If we love or care map .
Would God ever disapprove of it ?
You would please everybody

As long as your words are sweet
If man loves each other .

No other hatred on earther be a hurde,

Is stronger than map’

How il e f;‘ttsoza::;hfor his fellowman.
If every man fights hig neighboy?

If we fight or quarre] all the whilé

We can’t expect God’s forgivenegg

SWEETHEART

Chayanika Bharali, BA (Eaglish Major), Second Semester

Ever since you

tiptoed into my life

and touched my world
with your magical touch

Ever since you
walked by my side
along that uncounted
destination unseen

I realized how

love has come to me
moulding the beauty
of two worlds into me.

SUCCESSFUL
PEOPLE

Jyotismita Gohain, BA (English Msjor), Second Semester

Successful people are active
with thoughts very positive;
They see the cup as half-full,
rather than half empty.

They keep awake and work hard,
and don’t get discouraged,
even when they fail.

They know that in the end,
succeed they will !
Source of inspiration are they
to all who want to succeed.
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THEY MAKE ME
SMILE

Rumi Tanti, BA (English Major), Second Semester

Birds dancing under the rainbow make nl'le smile.
i le and all other colours

Red, green, pink, purp

also inspire my smile.

Singing in the meadow,

witﬁlgowers and trees around me

I smile a lot. ' .

Watching rippling rivers and reading fairy tales,

I smile and enjoy myself, .

Singing hymns too makes me smile

When a cute baby smiles at me,

1 like smiling, |
;’lt;;irflzewiﬁl animals and birds makes me smile,
Going to a temple makes me smile,

All God-gifted things and creatures
Make me smile.

Gzl
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MOTHER

Afshana Hussain Chowdhury,
BA (English Major), Second Semester

When I was born,
and opened my eyes,

an angelic face appeared

to stop my cries.

But as I starteq the process
of love, recognition,
I got sure that

the loving face was of my mother's.
Because of her love,

care and blessings,

I'am what | am today

and what [ g going to be.

I've learnt 5 lot from her—

learnt to TeSpect elders,

and to take care of the young.

I thank Gogq for giving me

such a loving mother !

I love my mother

and know she, too, loves me.
Though she scolds
she’s none byt my
loving mother.

caring

me sometimes,
own
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